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To the Chriſtian 
Reaaer. | 


| Beloved, 
Fe Lad 1 s growne a Cu- 
wes {tome, that every 


” ever, or of what- 
Cele fue mult be pre- 
ſented to you in (tate, with 
ſome preſcript purpolcly, 
'Wereit natthat Cuſtoxue is a 
'T yraut, this labour might 
now.be ſpared. Sych mat- 
'ter, from ſuch an Eler 
as bere followes) needs no 
epiſile of recommendation-The 
| Reverend Anthour 1s wel Pp; 
proved to be a man of Ga 
| Seer ix 1ſrach,by th thing $ 


A 2 whic 


| 


AY booke, whoſe ſo- | 


III” 
Rn... ——_—_ 
- 


a —— 


| 


things which ege hath not ſeen, 


[ther& Brother, he ſaw thoſe 


To the Reader. 


| which without controule, | 


have "already paſfed the 
preſſe. Might I bave my 
wiſh, it ſhould bee no more 
but a double porticn of that 
Spwritof God which was in 
him. The divine light, 
which radiated into his 


many other of his labours, 
but yet 1s no where more 


Moſes, by faith hce ſaw him 
that was inviſible, Heb.11. 27» 

And S. Paw! prayes for the 
Epheſians, that they might 


paſſeth knowledge, Eph.3.19+| 
Theſe things imply a con- 
tradictionzyet in like phraſe 
L feare not to ſay of this Fa- 


breaſt, difplaies it ſelfe in| 


conden('d than in this fol-| | 
lowing. It's truly ſayd of} 


know the love of that which| 


ſpa&| 


CO CEnI—_ 


To the Reader | 
L- thoſe :hing which'6 
* 7, gs eare | 
f; 7 — and uttered 
hoſe things which have not | 
utred into the heart of man 
0 Conceive. T"—_ a 
no cutting : nee that rignt 
antine m6 the text gh will 
eaſily looke through this 
imyſtery, without the hel 
fof an Hyperbole. His ſcope | 
wasto ſtirre us up to love 
$WGod - his motive to per- 
Afryade.is taken from the ex- | 


cellencie of thoſe things| 
which God hath prepared 


for them who love him- 
That excellencie 1s expre(- 
ſed ina ſtrange manner: By 
Z#intimating It cannot be ex- 
preſſed, no: nor ſo much as 
omprehended by any na- 


C 

a abilitie of the body or 
minde; yet-it 15 expreſled. 
inthe dodrine of the Gof- [ 
Eo AS pell 


pell ſathciently. wank wa 
m,asina\glaſle, we may be-| 
hold the glory ©f God, and 
im bcholding, bee changed| 
from glory to glory. What] 
{duty more neccflary than] 
to love God? what motive: 
more effectualt: rhan the 
Goſpell? for what is the Goſe 
|pell but @ revelation of fuch 
things as naturall mer could 
= 
tnat1 OULETUL, 
focomfortable to us ſodi- 
vine, admirable, and tran- 
ſ{cendentin themſelves. Ma- 
ny of us are like the Angell 
of Epheſus, Wee have loſt onr|| 
firſt love.Rev.2.4. yea as.out|| 
Saviour propheſied, Matth: 
24-12.T he love of many waxes 
cold. One reaſon may bee, 
becauſe to ſee to,wee reape 
ſo little fruit of our. love:-| 
Were! 


- 
A . = l 


To the Reader © 


"8 Were it ſo, that we had no- 
WF thing in hand, no. preſent|. 
WT pay, that we ſerved God al- 
together upon truſt without 
ſo much as an earneſt - yet 
there 1s ſomething prepared. 
Let us believe that, and our 
hearts cannot but bee war- 
med, wee ſhall then bee fer- | 
vent im ſpirit, ſerving the 
Lord. Be we perſwaded of 
that, God is ot unrighteons, 
to forget your worke, and la 
bour of love, which you have | 
. hewed towards his 24716) Heb. 
-| 5-10. and/then weemay tri- 
| Mumphantly inſult with Pax), 
M297 b0 fball ſeparate us from the 
t| ove of Chriſt £ Rom. 8. 30. 
; hereisthis duference be- 
| Wtweennatural iight;and (pt- 
| Writuall. The one requires 
| Wome nearnzſle of the ob- 
[W<ct: the orher perceive; 
21  A5, things; 
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II ws. gs 
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| ix >4, 


po the Reader. _ 


things at: greateſt diſtance. | 
As Faith makes future} 
things preſent, fo it makes} 
remote things near,&things| 
prepared to affect as if they 
were enjoyed. But what 
hath God prepared 2 If I| 
 conſd anſwer this, it might 
not onely fatisfie , but 1n- 

| ebriate. Such as exe hath not 

| ſecne,&c. It ſeemes to bee 2) 
proverbial forme of ſpeech, 

| whereby the rich plenty of| 
the divine bleflings and be-| 
nefits which God intendeth} 
tous mand by Chriſt, ac- 
cordingtotheGoſpel'is fha 
dowed forth. The words|'$ 
are to {ee to.,as a riddles but! 
herte 1s ove of @ thouſand as 
Interpreter, at hand to un-|' 
fold them:T could'ſay much|$ 
to1nvite you, but that the 
PRnney iticlfe is as a-Load* 

; ftone 


To the Reader. 


Or ————— — ——_— ———_— —_—_——————_— 


| ftone. My teſtimony will 
adde little weight 3 yet ha» 
ving ſome care,committed 
to me by Mr. P. N. whom 
this buſineſſe chiefly con- 
cerned, I could doe no leſle 
then let you underſtand, 
here is one rich piece of 
Spiritual! Workmanſhip , 
wrought by a Maſter-buil- 
der, very uſefull for the 
BYbuildingup, and beautify- 
| Wing of Gods Temples. The 
bleſſing of God Almightie | 
[{MFbeec withit, and upon the: 
|Ywhole Iſrael of God. 
So prayes 
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bC OR. 2.9. 
ut 45 it is written, Eye bath 
net ſeem,nor Eare beard,nei- 


ther have entred into the 
heart of Man, the things 
which God hath aa fer 
Fee that love him. | 
y Apo- 

py 'P a -=_ Pant, (the 
"BY pet of the 
Corr the veſ- 

Illof election ) was or- 
ained to bee a meſſenger 
reconciliation, and tof 
read the Greet favour of | 
B - the} 


—_ 


| thoſe he had todeale with. 


] And that he might the bet- 


Hippan SaCkaTs 
the Goſpell;every where; 
And anſwerably to his ca 
ling, hee: makes way: 
the excellencie of his Am: 
baſlage into the hearts 0 


This he doth by the com 
| mendation of his function, 


ter prevaile, hee /removes 
all objections tothe com 
trary. There. were: ſome 
that would -debaſe his Of- 
fice, faying, that the 'Gol- 
pell he taughe (Chriſt. cru- 
cified) was no ſuch «great 
matter * 'T herefore 1n_ the! 
6. verſe.of Sochagerg.! hee 
ſhewes ; theh the @gpr 
Wiſedome- and; that amo 
them that are ni amgng| 
the beſt andableſttoj udge,) 
St Paul C1d not build as the 


Popul $- doe vow pon. ghd 


a \\ 


— —_— — Cre. ome. 


"revead by theGoſpelfi | 


blindneſie of the people. | — 
Butit were not Poperie, if f 
they did not infatuate' the | ? 


people. St. Paxl layth. to y 
this effect : Wee dare ap» [Thebeft |! 
cale to thoſe that-are the —_— 

{t, and of the beſt judge-{ unto be | 
ment, let them jadge whe | tried by 
ther it be wiſedome orno : | HOY p 

the more perfect men are, 
the more able rhey are to 
judge of our wiſedome. 

| It might bee objected a= 
gain, You ſee who cares for 
your wiſedome, neither 
Herod, nor Pilate , nor the 
great men and Potentates, 
the Scribes, and Phariſees, 
great, leafned men, and} 
withall, men of innocent 
lives, notable for carriage. |. 
| Therefore, ſaythhe, Wee) 
ſpeak not the wiſedome of this: 

' world, .or the Princes of this | - 
B 2 world] . 


_—_— 
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world, that come to noneht. 
Doe not tell us of ſuch 
mens wiſedome, they and 
their wiſedome will come| 
to nought to0. Wee teach| 
wiſedome of things that are 
eternall, to make men eter- 
nall. As for the Princes c 

the world, they and all that 
they know. their thoughts, 
and all their plots and de- 
viſes periſh. But wee ſfeake 
the wiſedome of God in a my 
fterie, That is the wifedome 
of Gods revealing, a deepe 
wiſedome, a mylſterie, that 
God ordained before the world. 
| Ancient wiledom,not a ye- 
ſterdayes knowtedge , tho 
lately diſcovered : the prea- 
| ching,of the Goſpell is the 
diſcovery of that wiſdome 


that was hidden before the 
| world was. 
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Co 


obt. 
Ich 
ind 


me 
ach| 
are 


revealed by the Goſpell. = 


And to invite you, and. 
make you more 1n love 
with it, it is a wiſedome To 

our glory. God hath a de- 
light to ſhew himſelfe wiſe 
in deviling a plot te. glort- 
fie poore wretched man. | 

As for the words them- 
ſelves, they are a proofe of 
what he had ſayd before, 
why none of the Princes of 
the world knew this great 
| myſterie. If fo be that the 
eyeof any man hath. not 
ſeene, northe care 'of any]: 
man: hath heard, nor the 
heart o! any manhath con- 
ceived), what doe you tel1 
us of the wiſe men, which 
were not all, nay what 
ſhould I ſpeake of men? the - 
very Angels(as we kgow by 
other aces) are excluded 
from a full knowledge of 


| TEE theſe |- 


—_— 


et 


% 


The myſte- 
©] ries of the 
| Goſpell 
hidden 
from narn- 

rall nicn.. 


þ 


]Lai64-4. 
+ 


| of 1/aiah: S. Pat deligha 


{the Apoſtle alludes to it 
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[theſe myſteries. Therefo 


it is no mervaile, though 
none of the Princes of thi 
world knew them. They 
are. univerſally hidden 
from-a?l naturall men. This 
I take to be the ſence of the| 
words. They are taken out 


to prove things by the Pro- 
phers : but here it is not fo 
much a proofe as an'atlu- 
fon; which we muſt ob- 
ſepve to underſtand many 
ſuch places. For 7/ajah there|| 
ſpeakes of the great things 
God had done for his 
Church, ſuch as Eye had not 
| ſeene, nor Ea e heard: And 


here, and addes ſomewhat, 
This taufe (ror hath entred 
into the beartof man) is not 
in that place : Butit is ne- 


cella-| 


— 


| ceſlarily Iy underſtood : "a |: forif 
| the eye doe not ſee, and the 
eare. heare, it never-enters 
into the heart'of-mam: For 
whatſoeyer enters mnto the 
heart of man, it mult be by | 
thoſe paſlages and win- 
{wa 6h, the gates of the 
 ſoule;the ſences. | 
And whereas St. Paul 

ſayth, For them that love 
him, It 1s for them that ex- 
pect him, as in 7/azah. The 
| fence-18 all one: Whoſo- 
everlove God, they expe&t 
and 'wait: for him; where 
there /19/1no CApetiations: 
there 15no love. 

This isthe Apoſtles drife, 


If God thd doe fuch 
matters for his Church; 


eye hath not ſeen, nor care ot 
heard, according! to. the 
Prophet Waiah, what (hall 


B 4 we 


* 

þ « *% 
" - 

of » þ 4 - 
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| we thinke he will do in the| 
|kingdome' of grace here, 
and of glory hereafter. © | 
> The words then as wee 
ſee,” containe the 'excellen- 
|cie of the myſteries of the 
Goſpell, deſcribed firſt-by 
the hiddenneſle'of it to 
men at firſt. + | 

Secondly, by the:good-! 
neſle of the things revea- 
led, ſuch as meither eye hath 
| ſeeme,&C. 

The hiddennefſe and. 
excellency of the. Goſpell 
in that reſpe®, is ſer forth 
by way of negation ,”' Eye 
hath not ſeen, nor Eare heard, 
nor Heart conceived. And 
indeed this is the way toſet 
forth - excellent Divine 
things. God himſelfe is ſet 
out by way of deniall; by 
' | removing imperfeQions,he 


is 


revealed by the Goſpel}. | 9 * 
is inviſible, immortall, 8c: | 
And ſo heaven,that 1s neare- 
to God, as being prepared 
by him, it is ſet out by way 
of deniall, as S. Peter ſayth, 
It is an inheritance inmor- 

| tall, wnadefiled, &c. 1: Pet. 1. 

Sg here, poſitive words 
could not be found ſuffici- 
entto {et out the excellen- 
cie of the things that God 
hath prepared. * 

As for the Knowledge of 
the mylterie of ſalvation in. 
Jeſus Chriſt, we neithercan- 
come to it by naturall in-- 
vention, nor by naturall 
diſcipline. All the things 
that we know naturally, we 
know by one of theſe two: 
wayes, but divine things: 
are knowne neither way. | — 

Where could there have 
been any. knowledge of | ; | oY 
Chriſt 


PE h— 


" ———_— 
_— 
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Chriſt, if God had notope:! 
ned his brea{t m the Gof-| 
IL, and come forth of his} 
idden light, and ſhewed\® 
hnnſelfe in Chriſt, God-/3 
man, and in publiſhing the! 
Golpell, eſtablthed an or-)) 
dinance of preaching for|! 
this purpoſc,where had the 
knowledge of ſalvation 1 
Chriſt been? | 

| | Toprove this, wee have 
here a gradation :- the eye 
{ees many things; but wee 
heare morc things than we 
. Hee,yert neither Eye hath ſeen, 
or eare head:1 but the con- 
ceits of the heart,. are lar- 
ger than the ſight of the| | 
eye, or the hearing of the 
[care 5 yetneither eye hath 
(een, noreare hath heard, 
nor hath extred into the heart 
| of man t9 conceive,@&c. The 
Phyo- 


| 


tf 3 


m 
. " 
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| Philoſopher fayth; there 1s 
nothing in the underſtan- 
ding, but it came into 
the {ences before : and 
therefore it cannnot enter 
into the heart of man, if it 
enter not by the eye, or by 
the care. 

The thmgs here ſpoken 
of, be eſpecially the gra- 
ces, and comforts, ' and pri- 
viledges to bee enjoyed in 
this life, and the conſum=- 
mation, and perfeCtion of 
them in heaven. Chriſt 
brings peace, and oy, juſti- 
fication, & ſan{ification,8: 


life 3 the perfeCtion of theſe 
15 in heaven;where the ſoul 
and the body.ſhall be both 
glonfied, in. a glorious 
place, together with glort- 
ous company; The Father, 


Whar is+ 
meanc oy: 


the ike. And even mm this: 


thoſe 


"thir : 41 y 


eye 


| not lees , 


_— 
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Sonne, and holy Ghoſt, m- 
. [numerable Angels and jult 
men: Theſe are thoſe 
[things that eye hath not|! 
ſeen,&c. The begimnings| | 
here, and the .perfeCtion| | 
and conſummation .of them| 
hereafter. Having thus 
farre unfolded the words, 
I cometo the poynts conli- 
derable. 

Firl(t, God hath a com- 
pany of beloved children 
1a the world, that he means 
a ſpeciall good unto. 

he ſecond, God hath 
prepared great matters for 
them 


If great perſons prepare 
great things for thoſe 
whom they greatly affe&,, 
ſhall we not thinke that the 
| great God will prepare| 
great things for. thoſe hes 
C 


| revealed by the Goſpel 


2e hath affection to, and 
hat have affection to him ? 
fGod bea friend to the e- 
e&, & they be his friends, 
urely he wil anſwer friend-| 
ip to-the utmoſt: anſwe- 
Fable to the great love he 
deares his children, he hath 
provided great things for 
them. 

K that bee excellent that 
1s long 1n preparing, then 
thoſe things which belon 
to Gods children, mu 
—_ be excellent: for 
they were preparing even 
befor Fed, yo. Sa- | 

lomons Temple was an ex- 
gf cellent Fabrick, it had long 

preparation . Abhaſueros 
made a feaſt to 127. Pro-| 
vinces, it was long in pre- 


paring :- great things have 
great preparation. Now | 
_rdeſe | 


— 


————— 
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| F children. 


, Aqueſtion 


= , God hath revealed them by bi 
God re- ',. . 

| Pocalsſecrer [Pit 

W | ings har \ 


are excel- 
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theſe things that God i 
tends his children, have 


| been preparing even fron 


everlaſting, and they art 
from everlaſting to everl: 


| ſting : they miiſt needs þ 


excellent. But before | 
dwell on any particula 
poynt, here 1s a-queſtion to 


| be anſwered. 


If the things that" God 
hath prepared for his chil 
dren, be fecret and excel 
lent, how then come we te 


{know them at all 2 


We come to know them 


God muſt reveale them} 
fr(t, a$ it is inthenext yerl.: 


|1. by Divine VXO 


The Spirit reveales them 
by way of negation, and 
defiuitely. as alſo by way | 

em! 


et. 


| 


revealed by the Goſpell. 
eminence. Whatſoever 1s 
exccllent in the world,God 
borrowes it, to {et out the 
excellencie of the things 
that hee hath provided for 
| his Children 1 in grace, and 
|glory: 

A feaſt is a comfortable 
thing; they are called a 
Feaſt. A Kingdome us a 
plorious thing they are cal 


led a Kingdome. Marriage | 


15a iweet things they are 
{et forth by that, by an in- 
heritance, and adoption of 
children, and ſuch like : So 


that all theſe things are ta- 


ken tobe ſhadowes of thoſe 
things. And indeed they 
are but way ns the realr- 
tie 1s the heavenly king- 
dome of grace ad ol ', the 
the Natale riches, t 


heavenly inheritance , the | 
hea- |. 


Me ww 


\ 
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heavenly ſonſhip : when all 
theſe things vaniſh , and| 
come to nothing : then| 
comes in the true Ki 
dome, Sonſhip, and Inhere 
tance. f | 
Againe,' 2. wee know 
| them 1nthis world by way of 
taſte : for the things of the 
life to come, there are few 
of them, but Gods children 
have ſome experimental} 
taſteofthem in this world : 
God reſerves not all for the 
hteto come; but he gives a 
grape of Canaan in this wil 
Thirdly, by arguing f 
rdly, by arguing from 
the leſle 4 the OS. If 
peace of conſcience bee ſo} 
ſweet herez what is eter- 
nall peace? If a litle joy 
here bee ſo pleaſant and 
comfortable, that it-makes 
us| 


—_— __——E— 


'$ 
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is forget our ſelves, what 
7111 bee that eternall joy 
here? Tf the delights of a 
xingdome bee ſuch , that 
hey fill mens hearts fo full 
f contentment , that oft- 
imes they know not them- 
ſelves, what ſhall we think 
of that excellent kingdom? 
Soby way of taſte and 'Tel- 
liſh, we may riſe from-theſe 
pettie things, to thoſe ex- 
cellent things, which m- 
deed are ſcarce a deame, 
ſcarce a drop of thoſe ex-| 
cellencies. / (L643 
If Peter and John when 
they were in the mountain, 
were not their owne men, 
when they ſaw but a 
glimpſe, but a little glorie 
of Chriſt manifeſted m the 
mount,what ſhal we think, 
when there is the —_ 
| 


yr I 
= 


Three de 
* Jgrees of 
 [revclation» 


{know not. the minde' of a 
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of that glorious revelation, 
at the right hand of God 
where there 1s fulneſle 
leaſures for ever? How 
ſhall our foules: be filled at 
that time? Thus by way of 
riſing from the lefler to the: 
greater, by taſting, feeling, 
and by divine revelation, 
wee may. know 1n ſome 
meaſure the excellencie of 
thoſe things prepared for 
uS. | 
| Now tocleare this thing 
more fully, know that there 
are three degrees of reve- 
lation: | 
Firſt there muſt bee a reve- 
lation Gor s themr|' 
ſelves, by word, and: writing, 
or ſpeech, and thelike,as we| 


man, but either by ſpeech; 
or writing : ſothere muſt 


| bee| 


— 


—_ 


revealed by the Goſpelt. 
bee a revelation of theſe 
things; or elſe the witof 
Angels could never have 
deviſed, how to' reconcile 
Juſtice and Mercie, by infi- 
nite wiſedome 3 by ſending 
a Mediator to procure 
peace, God-man, to worke 


without' a revelation, ahd 
|diſcoveyje -ontward : this 
isthe firſt degree that wee 
may call Revelation by 
ſcripture;or by the doftrme 
of the Goſpel. Who could 
diſcover thoſe things that 
are meerly ſupernaturall, 
but God himſelfe? 


they are revealed by the 
word of God, and by men 
that have a funtion'to un- 


fold the unſearchable ri-, 
| ches 


—_—__ 


Then againe 2. when| 


r9 
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our ſalyation- Therefore | 3853 
wee could not know them | "***.Þ 


—————.. 
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ches of Chriſt,by the min# 
ſterie of the Goſpell, yet} 
notwithſtanding they ar} 
hidden riddles ſtill, to 4 
company of carnall men 
Purcaſe the vaile be taken} 
off from the things them- 
ſelves; yetif the vaile bee} 
over the ſoule, the undet-! 
| ſtanding, will, and affecty 

ons, there is no apprehenſ#- 
on of them : therefore there 


muſt bee a ſecond revelation, 
that is, by the - ris of God 


Ofneceſlitie this muſt bee! 
for even as the Apoſtle 
ſayth in this- Chapter, Nom||# 
knoweth the minde of Man, 


4 
| 


but the ſpirit that is in Man'\? 
ſonone knoweth the mind'| 
of God, butthe Spirit of || 
God. Whatis the Goſpel 

without the Spirit of Chriſt, 
to diſcover the minde of 


> God 


reveaedly the Gopell. | 2 


- 


od tous? We know not F 
he good meaning of God The Gof \. 
o us in particular : wee |P<!14+ Bid, [9 
now in generall that ſuch | the Spirie | 
hings are revealed in ſ{crip- | to diſcover | ? 
ure : but what is that tous, — — | 
it Chriſt bee not our Savi- 
our, and God our Father ? 
unleſle we can ſay as S. Paxl 
ſayth, He loved me, and gave 
himſelfe for mee. T herefore 
you ſee a neceflitie of reve- 
lation by the Spirit. 
But this isnot all rhat is 
| here meant, there 1s iy a 
higher diſcovery, and that 
15 in heaven : that thatisre- 
vealed here, is but 1n part; 
and thereupon if wee be- 
lieve, wee becheve but 1n 
part, and wee love but 1n 
part. If our knowledge, 
which is the ground of all 
other graces and a 
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be imperfect, all that fol 


lowes muſt needs bee im» 
perfect alſo. Therefore. 
Tohn (ayth, We know that wet! 
are the Sonnes of God, butil| 
appeares not wht we ſhall bee 
W hat we ſhall be 1n heaven] 
it doth not appeare now; 
there muſt bee a further re- 
velation, and that will bee 
hereafter, when our ſoules 
{hall bee united together 
with our bodies: and then 
indeed our eyes ſhall ſee, 
our ears heare, and hearts 
{hall conceive thoſe things 
that while weeare here in 
the wombe of the Church, 
wee neither can ſee nor 


more than the childe in the 
wombe of the mother can: 
concelvethe excellencies in 
this civill life. Thus we ſee 
 theſ« 


m_ 


— 


rs revealed by the Goſpel. | 
fol. ſe truths a! little more 
ifolded. I will now adde 


newhat to make, uſe of 
hat hath been ſpoken. | 1.7ſe. 
Firſt of all therefore for |Intrution| © 


! bee. datter of inſtruction, if it -.| 
ven We ſo, that the things of the 
2. ol{pell bee ſuch, as that 
- re. | {Fithout a revelation from 
bee 0d, they could not bee 
ales {$nowen, then we ſce, that 
her M-crc 5s no principle at all of 
hed be Goſpel in nature, There 1s 
ll (EY patke of light, orany 
irts |{oclination to the Goſpel], 
ngs| tit 18 meerly above na- 
ll ICE fur hee removes here, 
4, || naturall wayesof know- 
or {vg the Goſpell, eye, care, 
4 |< underſtanding; therfore | 
hel be knowledge of it is| 
in] Wv<<rly fupernaturall; For! 
%: it God had not revealed It, 
| bo could ever have devir 


L 
n 
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ſedit? And when hee 
vealed it, to diſcover itt 
his Spiritait is fupernaturil 
but in heaven much mc 
which is the third degree 
] {| wiy's ſpake of. Therfore(by th 
many he- way) you may know tit 
eches rou- | reaſon why ſo many he 
Hy * | ies have ſprung out of tht 
Goſpel, more than out « 
[he Law,& themiſunderſt! 
ding of it. There are 
or no hereſies from that, be 
cauſe the principles of the 
Law are wnite in the heart: 
men naturally know that 
whoredome.and adultert; 
and filthy hving, &c. att 
{1ns3 men have not ſoquer' 
ched natare, but that the)! 
know that thoſe things are| 
naught : therefore rhert 
have been excellent' Law 


makers ambg the heathens 
But 


: 
j 


revealed by the Go{pel.. 


ut the Goſpel 15a meere 
myſtery diſcoured out of the 
brealt of God, without all 
principles of nature - there 
are thouſands of errors that 
are not to be reckoned , a- 
bout the nature, the per- 
ſon & the benefits of Chrilt, ' 
about juſtifhicatio,and ſan- 
Gification, and free will 
and grace, and ſuch things, 
what a world of hereſies, 
have proud wits conti- 
nually ſtarted up 2 This 
would never have beene 
but that the Goſpell is a 
thing above nature. There- 
fore when a proud wit, and 
{lupernaturall knowledge 
revealed meete together : 
the proude heart-ſtormes, 
and loves to ſtruggle, and 
deviſeth this thing and that 


thing to commend it ſelfe., 
C and | 
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and hereupon comes here 
ſies, the mingling of nas 
turall wit with divine 
truthes.If men had had pal- 
ſive wits toſubmit "todt 
vine truthes, and to worke 
| nothing out of them(clves, 
as the ſpider. out of her 
own bowells, there had not 
| beene ſuch hereſies in the 
Church , but their hearts 
meeting with ſupernaturall 
truthes, their proud hearts 
mingling with it, they have! 
deviſed theſe errours that] 
note inthe firſt place. | 
2.Iaftru- | Thenagaineif the things 
(Zo.  |that wee have inthe Gol" 
mus a- | Pell be ſuch divine truthes} 
bove na- {above nature altogether: 
+ <> dn wo \T het we muſt not ſtand t0 
:ruft to looke for reaſon too much, Not 
oY 00 trujt the rC.iforr Or wit of ar) 
' m1an.but divine authority here 


of 2 eſpeciallþ 


———— 
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Bd eſpecial Forif divine au- 

"Wl thority ceale in the Goſpel, 

what were it ? nothing; the 

law 1s written 1n mens 

| hearts : but we mult truſt 

divine authoritie in the 

Goſpel above al other por- 

tions of ſcripture,and not to 

the wit ofany man whatſo- 
EVE. 

The Church of Rome that | 
1s poſleſt with a Spirit of 
pride , \and Ignorance and: 
tyranny 3 they will force 
knowledge onthem that be ; 
under them,from their ſole | 
authoritiez the Church, ſaith 
[03 and wee are the Church,and 
it js not for you to know, Ec, 
and (criptures are; ſo and j05' 
but -1s the Goſpel a ſuper- 
naturall myſcterie above the | 
capacitie of any man ? and 
| ſhall we build upon the au- 
(52 tho- | 


A. 1 


F 
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b | 


_ ' 
: 


thoritie of the Church for. 
theſe truthes ? oh no ! there 
muſt bee no forcing of E- 
vangelicall truthes from 
the authority or parts of 
any man. Buttheſe arenot 
things that wee ſtand ' in ſo 
much need of, therefore 1 
haſten - to that which 1s 
more uſefull. Fye hath not 
: ſeene, nor eare heard, e>c. 

An uſeof | Here then we have ax u/ 
"— of direction how to carrie our 
ſtudy and ſelves in reading, and ſ1uay- 
read di- | ing holytraths, epeci. lly the 
|vinet wks, ſacred myſteries of the Goſpel, 
| how ſhall we ſtudy them ? 
Wee thinke tobreake into 
them with the engine of 
our wit, and t& underſtand 
them, and never come to 
Goed for his {nirit:God wall 
curſe tuch proud attempts: 
| I mo Ow: 5 the thiu Ll of wan 
but | 


) 


' revealed by the Goſpell. I; 


but the ſpirit of a man 2 and 
who knowes the things 9 
God, but the ſpirit of God? 
Therefore in ſtadying the 
Goſpell, let us come with a 
ſpirit of faith , and a ſpirit 
of humility, and meeknefle 
there 1s no breaking 1n- 
[to theſe things with the 
ſtrength of parts, That hath 
been the ground of ſo ma- 
ny herefcs as have beene 
'in the Church. Czly Chrijr | 
hath the key of David that 
ſputteth and no man openeth, 
and openeth and no mas ſ{nt- 
 teth, he hath the key of the 
Scripture, and the key to 0 — 
| the underſtanding. An 
 prefle this poynt alittle; if 
eye hath not ſeenc,nor eare 
heard, norhathentred into 
the heart of man to con- 
ceive, the things of the 
C 2 Goſ- 
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Goſpell without the reve- 
lation of the ſpirit; then we 
muſt come with this mind, 
when wee come to heare 
[the things ofthe Goſpell : 
Lord,without thyholy ſpirit! 
[they are all as a claſped. 
booke, they are hidden 
myſteries to mee, though 
they be revealed in the: 
Goſpcll.It my heart be ſhut 
to thcm,they are all hidden; 
|to Me. | 
| Wee ſee men of excel-| 
lent parts are enemies to: 
that they teach themſelves, | 
oppoſing the power of the 
Goſpell: whence 1s all this? 
becauſe they thinke only 
the opening of theſe things ? 
makes them divines, wher- | 
as without the holy Ghoſt 
ſanctifying,, and altering 
the heart in ſome meaſure, 
tO 
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to taſt, and relliſh theſe 
[things , thatas they are di- 
vine in themſelves, {o to: 
re have ſome what divine in 
WF the hcart to taſt theſe 
it! things, itis impoſſible but 


d that the heart ſhould riſe a- 
n | 'gain{t them; and ſoir doth : 
h' WF tor whenit comes to parti- | 
ce WW culars, you multdeny your | 
t ſelfe | in this honour, in this ' 
1 MF | pleaſure,& comodirie, now | 


you muſt venture the dif-; 

| pleaſure of man for this, 
MW and that truth : the heart | 
riſcth inſcorn ,and loathing | | 
of divine truth. : whenat: 
comes |to particulars they j 
know | nothing as they! 
ſhould, For when is truth 
knowne, but when in partt- 
'culars wee ſtand for it, and 
will neither betray it,nor do | 
any thing that doth not be- 
C 4 nefita. 


coat. Dt 


ODS 
cou: ic 
with his 
childien 
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them theſe 
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Chriſtan ? If we have not 
the ſpirit of God to relibM, 
truthes in particular, they 
will doe usno good. And ; 
except the ſpirit ſanctific 
the heart of man firſt by 
theſe truthes, the truth will 
never be underſtood bythe 
'proud, naturall heart of 
| MAN. 

Therefore the courle 
'that God takes with his 
childrenis this 3 thoſe that 
he meanes to ſave ; he firſt 
inſpires into their hearts 
ſome deſire to come to 
heare, and.attend upon the 
meanes of ſalvation, to un- 
derſtand the Goſpell, and 
then under the means of ſal- 
vation, he ſhines into the un-| - 
derſtanding by a heavenly |. 

light; and inſpires into the 
will and affections ſome 


hea- | 


—_ 
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heav enly inclination to this 
truth ofthe Goſpell, to ju- 
ſtification , ſanftification., 
. 9 {c1i&-denyall, and the like : 
and workes a new life, and 
new fences, and upon them 
wrought under the meanes 
| comes the foul to reJiſh,and 
[to underſtand theſe my- 
ſteries, and then the eares, | 
'and the cies are open to [ee] 
theſe things, and never be-| 
fore. A holy man that hath 
his heart ſubdued by the| 
{mirit of God in the uſe of 
the meanes,oh, he reliſheth | 
the point of forgivenetle of 
ſins, heereliſheth the point 
of ſan&tification, he ſtudies 

it daily more.and more,and 
nearer communion with | 
God, hee reliſheth peace of. 
conſcience , and joy 1 the 
holy Ghoſt, they are ſweete | 
| C5 SEP ie 


| 


_ 
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things.and all the dutics of 
Chriſtianity, becauſe he 
| makes ir his maine buſines 
to adorne his pro'cilion ! 

and to Jive here, {o, as hee 
may live forever hereaſter. 

And this muſt be of nec«l- 

tie 2: for marke out of the 
textzIf the naturall cye,and! 
|eare, and heart can never! 
{ce nor heare, nor conceive! 
the. things of God, mult 
therc not be a ſupernatural! 
care,and cye. and heart put 
intothe ſoule? muſt not the 
\ Superna* | heart, and all be new mold-! 


ts =y bas againe ? If the former 
quire [a- | frame bee not ſutffcicnt tor 
axe [theſe things, of necc{linie it 
we imuſlt be ſo. 


| trom hence learne to 
armcyour ſelves againſt all 
| [candalle: when yc ſez men| 

of parts.and account, (and 
| ſuch 


] 


_ 


F# 
OTE ————_— 
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ſuch there may be) men of 


1ce i deepe apprehenſions, and 
nes WF! underſtanding in the Scrip- 
1 WW ture for matter of notion, 
«WW and for the language of the | 
*r. W/ Scripture exquilite, and yet 


{- WH to be proud, malicious,ha- 
he/ tcrs ot ſanctity, next to dt- 
1d) WM vells, none greaterzconſider | 
WW | what 4s thereaſon - ether 
they have proud (piritsthat 
deſpiſe, and neglect the 
meanes of ſalvation altoge-| 
they come asTudges , they | 
willnot ſubmit their proud | 
| hearts tothe ſweet motions! 
of the Spirit: ſtamble not] 


enemies tothat they teach | 
themſelves, and thofe that 
practiſe it, the reaſon 1s, 
becauſe their proud hearts 


ther; or it they doe come, | 


atit, if ſuch men bee both}. | 


were never ſubdued by rhe 
| | Spirit 
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Spirit to underſtand the 
things they ſpeake of. For 
{uch a teacher underſtand; 
{upernaturall things by al 
naturall I1ght, and by hu- 
mane realon: that 15.to talk, 
and diſcourſe, &c. bur hee 
lees not Supernaturall 
things by a ſupernaturall 
light, drvine things by a 
divine light. Therefore a 
| poore ſoule that heares the 
things publiſhec] by him 
underſtands them better by 
\the hcIps of che Spirir,than | 
the thift {pc eakes them : : bet-| 
ter inc Jr tor h1s uſe, and 
comfort. As we (ce, there 
are fome that can meaſure 
land exacilyz but the man 
that oweth the land meca- 
| red, heknowes theuſe of 
k the ground, and delights in 
the other 
can. 


- — ore on o—_ - 
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can tell, here i} fo much 
ground, &c. So ſome D1- 


vines,they can tel] there are | 


ſuch poynts, and ſo they 
are rayled ; and they can 
bee Wt y-ne4 1m this: but 
what profite have they by 


"T4008 


The poore ſoule that 
 heares theſe things, by the 
h<lpe of the Spirit, hee can 
{ay, theic are Mine, as the 
man for whom the ground 


is meaſured. As 1t 15 with | 


[thoſe that come toa Fealt, 
the Phylitian comes, and 
{ayes.this is wholſome. and 
700d; and this 1 _ for 
this and that, but eates no- | 
thing - others that know 
not theſe things, they eate 
the meate, and are nourt- 
ſhed in the meane time : fo 


when -ſach men gs 
0 


3/ 
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Of know- 
ledge juy* 
ned with 
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of this and that, a poore 
man that hath the Spirit,| 
he reliſheth theſe things, as|| 
his owne z the other goes 
away, onely dt{courſeth 
as a Philoſopher of the]! 
meate, and cates nothing. | 
And therfore when you] ! 
read & heare theſe things, | 
content not your fclves] 
with the firſt degree of re-| 
velation : no, that 1s not e- 
nough;when you havedone| ! 
that, deſire of God to joyne 
his Spirit, to give you ſpirt- 
tuall eyes, and hearts, that 
you may cloſe with Divine 
truths, and be divine as the 
truths are; that there may 
beea conſent of the heart 
with the truth: then the 
word of God will be ſweet 
indeed. 
Agarne, here we ſee this 
; v1r.e 


— —— _ 


| 
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' divine truth, Thata man' 


rit,, M' when he hath the Spirit of 
, as God. knowes things other-! | 
2s] MW! wile | than hee did know: 
thi W | th-m before, though he did | 


not know them by out- ; 
ward revelation of hearing | 
and reading, &c. And hee 


7s, W bclicves them otherwiſe| 
es] Y | than he did before : he ſecs 
e-| Y | them by a new light. It is 


not the ſame knowledge 
that an unregenerate man}; ,,r. 


ne | C 
1e! EE | hath, with that he hath af- | 
j-| Þ | ter, when God workes up- ; 
a | on his heart : for then it 154 
ie] & | divine ſupernatural know- 
1e| BY | 1edge. And 1t 1s not the 
y S !{amefaith,and belicfe : the 
rt Spirit of God raiſeth a man 
Fo up ina degree of creatures 
1. & | above other men, as other 
men are above beaſts : hee 


s givesnew eYes,new Ears, S& 
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Concer. /anew heart;he moulds him 


| ning lpiri- | anew every Way. TI here- 
| tuall (1ghr. F | 


fore you have good mcn, 
 ſomtimes wonder at them- 
ſelves ( when God hath 
'rouched their hearts) that 
they have had ſuch (hallow 
conceits of this and that 
truth before. Now they 
ſee that they were 1n the 
darke, that they were ina 
dampe befcre, that they 
conceived things to be fo 
and ſo, and thought them- 
{-Ives ſome body:;but when: 
God openstheir eyes , and 
takes away the ſkales, and; 
lets them fee things in their 
proper light, heavenly; 
things, ! OY a heavenly light, 
and with a heavenly cye3 
they wonder at their for-| 
| | merfookibncfle m divinity, 
W"r eſpecially fo farre as con- 
cernes| 


—_ — RA wot Lage = eget = 


—— —_ ee... = 


| fore we mulſtnot think that 


ts... 
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cernes the Goſpell : for 
there 18 more inthe Scrip- 
ture then pure ſupernatu- 
rall divinity, there are ma- 
ny other artsin the Scrip- 
ture. 

The Goſpell I ſay 1s a 
knowledge not of naturall 
men , or great wits, but of 
holy ſanctified men-There- 


theſe things may be known 
by nature, &c. It 15 a ſacred 
knowledge ſo much as will 
bring us to heaven, it1s a 
knowledge of holy men, 
that have their hearts 
brought to love and taſt, 
and rel1ſh that they know. 
Therefore it isno wonder 
though a company of men 
of great partes live naugh- 
tily,they are no true dt- 
vines, becauſe they have no 


revealed by the Goſpel. © 


truUC 
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true knowledge. The divell 
15no divine , nor a wicked 
[man properly 3 though hee 
' can diſcourſe of ſuchthingy; 


yethe isnot properly a d- 


vine : becauſe he knows! 
not things by a divine light, 
or heavenly things by a hea- 
venly light. The know- 
ledge of the Golpell,it1sa 
knowledge of ſanctified, 
holy men : bur to come! 
necrer toour practiſe. | 

If eye hath not ſcene , nt 
eare heard, nor hath entered 
into the heart of man, to cot- 
ceive thoſe things that God, 
hath prepared for his : Then 
let us make this the rule of 


that 15 good, or any thing 


that is 11], make ita rule 
valuation. The Apoltle 
here you ſee, hath a ranke 


# CS OG i week * awe ans AA ou oD F#\ z 


our eſteeme ofany thing!! 


of 
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of things above the ſight of | 
the eye , orthe hearing of 
the eare, or the concerving 
ofthe heart of man: if there 


M be ſuch a ranke of things a- 
«& {© bove this; then the greateſt 
t\{W ills are thoſe that eye hath 
1. not ſcene, nor eare heard, 
= {8 nor hath entred mito the 
a | heart of man : and indeed | 
j Whey are ſo. Wee grieve at 
«| Wj the Ague, and atthe Stone, 


and the Goute, they are 
grievous things indeed;oh! 
but what bee theſe things 
that wee feele, and lee, to 
thoſe | in anothcr world, 
that wee cannot apprehend 
for the greatn-fle of them? 
'F | The torments of hell wee 
cannot conceive , and un- 
derſtand them here : for it 
is indeed to bee in hell it 


{clfe,to conceive what hell 
Is: 
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1s: andtherfore when God I © 
enlargeth mens ſpirits to 
fee them, they, he 97 away WW 
themſelves. And fo forthe i > 
greateſt good; theſe goods 
here, this outward glory, WY - 


we can ſeethrough it. Chriſt " 
could ſee through all the pro 


glory in the world, that the 
Divell ſhewed him. And | 
theſe are things that wee: 
can heare of, and here the h 
| utmoſt that can be ſpoken i ;* 
of them : therefore ſurely 
they are not the greatelt|F|, 
good,there are more excel-| 
| lent things than they , be-/ 
cauſe the eye (ces them, the 
care hcares of them, and 
the underſ canding can con- | 
ecive of themz but there be ; 
things that the eye hath 
not ſcene, nor earc heard, | 
nor the foule conceived3| 
and | W-- 


FOE _— — OS 


[ 
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and thoſe bee the joyes of 
heaven. And thereupon 


45 


Arule to 


(todeſcend to prattiſe) 1f | value 


this bee a rule to value|" 
things, that the beſt things 
arc tranſcendent, beyond 
lence and com prehenfion:: : 
then ſhall T for thoſe things | 


that] can ſee, & can heare, | 
and feele, and underſtand, | 


ſhall 1 loſe thoſe excellent | 


| 


| good things; that nci#her eze 
h, ith [een,nor eare he. ide ec. 
1s bor this deſperate folly, 
to venture the loſfſe of the 
| beſt things, of the moſt 
tranſcendent things, that 
areabove the capacitie of 
thegreateſt reach=s of the 
world? ſhall I loſe allfor' 
 pettic poore things, that are 
within my owne reach and 
nfs; 


How. fooliſh therefore 
are 


——  —DO—— 
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_ 


thi ings by. 
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are thoſe that are given to 
pleaſures! they fteele the 
pleaſure indeed; but the 
{ting comes after. They de- 
light inthoſe 1ll things 
that they can heare, and 
[heare al thatcan be ſpoken 
of them, and never thinke 
of the excellent things that 
cye hath not {zen, nor care 
heard. Sc. 


with divine truthes in the 
Scripture, with the Goſpel, 
that part of the Scripture 
that promiſeth ſalvation by 
Chriſt, and all thegraces, 
and priviledges of Chriſtt- 
anity, they are above our 


things, we can reach them, 


| we can reach the myſteries] | 


| of the Law by long ſtudy, 


| 
and 
j 


ſ1cke, 


—— 
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reach. Wee ſtudy other| 


the myſteries of phy-| | 
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| ficke , and tothe myſteries; 
of trades by underſtanding, | 
| & when men have done all, 
they may be fooles in the 
maine 5 Solomons fooles: 
they may do al theſe things, 
od be wiſe for particular 
things,by particular reaches 
| of that which etc hath ſeen, | 
and earc heard , &c. and' 
then for the belt things that 
are above the capacitie of 
| men,they may die empry of | Ir is the 
all, and goe to the place of} beſt wiſe. 
the damned. To bee wiſe i 
to Salvation is the beſt wil-| (14am, 
\dome. 
{ What a pittifull caſe I5 
this, thatGod ſhould give 
| us our underſtandings for 
| better things then wee can 
lee or heare in this world, | 
| E yet we imploy the1n things 
'| MF ofthe world wholly?Let us | 
| not 
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not doe as ſome ſhallow, 
proud heads, that eo 
not divine things 3 the holy 
Scriptures they wall not! 
vouchſafe to read once a 
day, perhaps not once 4 
weekez nay, ſome ſcarce 
have a Bible 1n their (tadies. 
For ſhame,ſhall we be ſo A-|! 
theiſtica'l? when God hath]! 
provided ſuch excellent|} 
things conteined in this|j 
booke of God, the Teſta- 
ment, ſhall wee ſlight theſe 
exccllent things for know- 
ledge that ſhall periſh with|] 
us? as St. Pal ſaith before|| 
the Text : the knowledge} 
of all other things is pert. | 
ſhing, knowledge of per!|} 
ſhing men. Learne onearth/| 
| | thatthatwill abide in hea-|} 
Auguſtine. | yen,ſayth $. Auſtin. If wee! 
bee wiſe,let us know thoſe|| 
things 
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have here, by hearing! 
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things on earth, that the | 


comfort of them may abide | 
with us in heaven. There- | 
fore let us be ſtirred up to. 
value the Scriptures, the 
myſteries of ſalvation in 
the Goſpel, they are things | 


that Fye hath not ſcene, nor | 


Eare heard,&c. Nay, I ſay 
more, that little that wee 


truths unfolded, whereby 
the Spirit of God ſlides 1n- 
to our hearts, and workes 
with them : there 1s that 
peace that a man hath in' 
his heart, in the unfolding 


on, or | Adoption, or any 
divine | comfort, that it 
breeds ſuch inward peace 


and joy as 1s unſpeakable. 


and glorious. All that we 
have in the world 1s not 
| D worth 
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Licence. 
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worth thoſe little beginings| 
| that are wrought by the} 
hearing of the word off 
God here. If the firſt fruits 
here be joy oftimes un-|} 
PIN , and glorious} 
the firſt fruits be peace that) 
patleth underitanding ; 
what will the conſi.mation,) 
and perfeftion of theſe, 
things be atthat days |] 


| Grevades Againe here you lee a 

' k |} i w : 

{tors os. | ground of the wondertull|! 
"- en hy 


patience of the Martyrs. | 
You wonder that they} 
would {ufter their bodiesto|| 
;be torne, and have their 4 
; ſoules ſevered ſo fiolently|| 
; from their bodies : Alas; |} 
 ceale to wonderzwhen they j3 
had a ſence wrought in| 
them by the ſpirit of God| þ 
' of the things that eyc hari || 


C 


not ſcene, nor eare hea 


+ | 
'E 
= -: Ml 


SD er eres 
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If a man ſhould have aſked 
| them why they wold (utier 
their bodies to be miſuted 
thus when they might have 
| redeemed all this with a 
[little quiet? oh! they would 
have anſwered preſently,as 
(ome'of them have done; 
| wee luffer theſe things 1n 
| our bodies, and in our ſen- 
 ces,for thoſe that are-above 
| our fences, wee know there 
,are things layd up for us 
that eye hath not ſcene, nor 
| eare heard, &c. What doe 


{ 


you tell usof this torment, 
and that torment 2 welhall 

have more glory in heaven | 
jF then wee can'have miſery 
here |: for wee can ſec this, | 


{ 
| 
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| 


man ſuf- 
fers theſe 
things in 


and there 1san end of 1t-but | 
' wee ſhall have joy that eye } 
| hath not ſeene, nor eare ' 
heard, &c.As St, Parl molt 
; D 2 divine- | 


th. 


_——_ 
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Divinely in diverſe places 
in Rom. 8. the things that 


us not wonder ſo much at 
their patience asto lay up 
this ground of patience a- 
gainſt an evill day when 


the truth with our blood. 
By the way learne what 
Popery 1s, they thinke to 
merit by their doings, but 
eſpecially by their ſuffer- 
ings» though they be ill 
doers, and ſutfer tor their 
demerits3 this 1s their glo- 
ry. Shall thoſe ſtayned 
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wee ſuffer here are not| { 
Worthy of the glory that ſhall| Y 
be revealed. "Therefore let| | 


we may be drawne to ſcale| 


good workes (put caſe they 
were good workes, they be 


[1aiah 64.) ſhall they mcrit! 
[- the! 


menſ{truous cloathes,as it 1s: 


defiled, and ſtayned, and as 
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'the glory to bee revealed, | 
[that is ſo great that eye 
(hath not ſcene, Ec. What 
proportion 15 there ? In me-' 


'rit there muſt be a propor- Merion 


no'propor- | 
tion betwcene the deed tionwih 


done, and the glory: what glo: ye 
proportion 1s there be- 
tweene ſtayned imperfett 
defiled workes, and the. 
glory to bee revealed > 
Should not our hves be al- 
moltanzzcall ? What man- 
ner of men ſhould weebe in all 
holy conve! ſation, Conitder- 
102 what things are layd up 
in heals Swe have the fir(t | 
fruits of them here ? Can 
men be too holy and exact 
in their lives,that looke for 
things, 'that eye hath not 
cene, noreare heard, &Xc- 
I wonder at the ſtupidi- 
tie » and helliſh pride, and. 
D 3 malice 
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' malice of mens hearts, that 


| Chriſitanity, inthe expreſ- 
| flon of their love to God, 
in the obedience of their 
lives, in abſtinence from 

the filthineſle of the world, 
| and the like.Cin a man that 

Jookes for theſe excellent 
tranicndcnt things, bs too | 
| careful of his lifeI beſcech 


you your {elves be Judges. 
| 


| The ud of the fir Sermon. 


thinke anywman can be too] 


| nt bc top | exact in the maine duties of 
| exc in 


holy du- 


| 


i 4 _ 
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| I. COR. 2.9. 
' As it js written, Fe hath not 
ſee? HS ca Orme tl, Ee | 


| HH E Apoltle ſets | ' Thefcon: 
n out the cop” prone 
n | &div;fien, 
a hore with all the | we tha, 
| FW commendations 160. 
that any $kill in the world 
'can be! commended by. 
From the authour of it,God. 
From the depth of it, it 1 
' TWiſedome, im a myltery, hide 


; dent wiſe ome. From the an- | 


1 - tiquity 


| 
LY 


a 
Dd 


1 


The wiſe- 
dom of 
God h 4 
from wiſe 
 mcn. 


| — — 
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tiquity of it, 1t was ordained 
before the werld was. F rom, 
the benefite and uſe of it, 
for our glory. God is content | 
his wiſe dome ſhould be henow 
red in elorifying us, ſuch js his 
love. And'then when it 
| was revealed, that none of 
[tne Princes of the world (he 
n.canes not onely commin- 


— — — 


| 


j 


TT OOTY 


— 
— 


ding Potcntates, but he be-! / 


1n2 a ſcholar bimſclfeſtee- 


| med Philoſophers, Phart- 


| {ees, and learned men to be | 


Princes - becauſe the exccl- 4 


lencic ot aman 1s in the re- 


fined part of man his ſoule) | 


[none of theſe Princes of the 
world. for all their skill and ; 
know Ic dge,knew this. 


- _— , 


- 


| Intmis verſe hee ſhewes. 


the reaſon why Fye hath not 


ſec #10.10Y Care heard, Cc. He | 


_ Knowledge, by re- 
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movi 
'of kno e. The meanes 
| of knowledge in this world 
is by the patlage and en- 
trance of the ſences : Now 
this heavenly myſtery of the 
Goſpell, it is ſuch a know- 
ledge as doth not enter into 
the foule by the fences. 
 Thepoynts we propoun- 
ded, were theſe, I That God 
bath a people in the world, 
w9 ho favours in a ſpecial 
HJL1AHMNere 

Then ſeconiily, For theſe 
of | that he accounts his i friends ho 
bath prepared great matters | 
| Kings prepare great mat- 
i} {ters for thoſe they meane-. 
to advance : what {hall wee 
thinke then God will doc 
fos his friends? 
Now th-ſ{e things pre- 
pared, taey ar- great mate! 


TOE TS head 


——— ” — « _- -_ — — 


the Fay and means | 


1 Point. 
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ters indeed,for in the third 
place they are ſuch as Fye 
hath not jeene,nor eare heard, 

Eco 
| And then inthe fourth 
place the diſpoſition, and 
qualification of thoſe for 
whom God hath prepared 
[ſach great matters, 1t 15 for 
thoſe that love him, not for 
his enemies, or for all men 
y , butforthoſc 


different] 
'thatlove him. 
| Ofthe firſt, and ſecond 
{Lipake mthe former,and I 
|wil notnow (and to; peake 
of them , but enlarge m 
\{c]fe in the two laſt. 

| The things that God hath 
prepared or them that love 
| 6112, are ſuch excellent things, 
| neither eye bath ſeeue , ner 


| the natural eye, and eare, 


aud 


tt 


; eare beard, &c. He meancs| 


| | 


| 


oy 


"= 
} 
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ham that are diſcovered. 
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and underſtanding or heart 
| of man. | 
There bee 3. degrees of 
ailcovery of heavenly 
things. 
Firſt in the doctrine of I 
them, and fo they are hit | 
tothem that arcout of the | 
Church. | 
| And then ſecondly, m' 
the ſpir.tua!l meaning of; 
' them, and {0 they are hid | 
to carnall men in the. 
' Church. 
| And thenthirdly, in re-' 
'gard of the full compre-| 
'hen:1on of them, as they | 
are indeed,and lo they are | 
reſcrved for heaven : wee 
have buga litBe glimpſe of | 
them, ain light to, q 
[them in ts world. Now. 
in this place is meamt the: 


t3 


(30 


. IK 


_——_ ww loco = —_ 


Worm! 


TITS Con 
' tve nor 


e Golp; ] 
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the Sprrit, together with 
in heaven. For they Gittcr 


very ot th fo heave nly things} 
inthe Goſpz]] here the pri- 


'comfo rtof 6 ods children. 
[and the conſummation of 
them in heaven. Ancl wee 
| may real{on from the lefier 
'toth e grcater.1t lo be thata 
[naturall man, (though hec 

[have naturall eycs, and 


(= ITcs, and wits about him) 


| 


ſpir tually with applicatt- 
On : much more unableis 
he, and much lefI» can hee 
conceive thoſe things of a 


' in the Goſpell, e{peciatly as| 
they are apprehended by 


the conſummation of them | 


| 


onely in degre: -,the c1lco-! 


viledges, and graces , 4nd} 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


'cannot conceivethe hi: "ag | 
{myſ{tcries of the Goſpel, | 


[| Dettor lite. Now the things 
Gf 


nn, 


— -- ——— — A ——_ —— — —— ——_ 
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us 


—_ 
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8 | which 18a myltery)but nOt® repent, 
8 | withſtanding who knowes | 


| dai 


| whatitisto gricve for lin-| 
| ] he 
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of the Goſpell, the privi-; 
 Iedges,the graces and com-/ 
' forts | which Chriſt the 
 (pring! « ead of them 
all, m $homAll arc, and; 
whence We have all,cannot, 
bb comprehended by a na- | 
turall man, he can difcourle |. 
of them as far as his natural ; 
wit conceives them:but not | 
underttanc! heavenly things | 


8 | 11 their owne Iight 4s hea-| 


venly things, as the things|,..., , | 
"4 V IC 


© Grant 5 
q | ofthe Golpell. They can' nc 
# | tallie of repentance (that, of repen- | 


| rance, but}. 


| Woe commonly ſpcake of, | do NOT TC» 


repentance by the light 
proper to it, but he that by 
ſpirit of God hath ſinne 
vered to him in 1ts}| 
colours? Heknowes| 


AY « 


—_—_—— —  — 


—_— — 
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The licke man knowes' 
 Philitian knows it by defi- 


,caninlarge 1t - butifhe be; 
not ſicke, the licke patient! 
will ſpeaks to better pur- 


'the common things of the 

'Goſpell ; repentance, and 

griete for ſinne. A holy 
A hotly |1An fecls it another mattcT 
man feeles becauſe he feeles finne dil- 
fin heary. | covered by the Spirit of 
God : and ſo in faith, inthe 
love of God, and every 
'$race of the Goipell is a 
| nnery one come to the 
{choolemen, they will tcl! 
} hw of faith , ' and diſpute 
learnedly of it, and deduce 
this from that « but when: 
he- comes tobe in extremi” 


tie 2 when the terrours - 
the 


mm —— ———_— 


P=IES 


what it 15to bee (icke : the] | 


nition, by books, and fo he| | 


poſe.So there is a myſteryin! | 
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the [Lord are UPON him 4 


when he comes toule it, he | 
1samecre ſtranger toIr : to: 
caſt hnypſelte being a bmtull 
creature into the armes of 
Gods mercy, hee cannot | 
doe 1t| without a turther 
light of the Spirit diſ- | 
covering the hidden love 
oft GOD to him in par- | 
ticularz and ſo for other | 
'graces.| Therefore they do 
bur ſpeake of theſe things, 
(men that are unſanCtified) 
45a blind man doth of co- 
Tours, they mwardly ſcorne 
the truth they ſpeake of : 
and thoſe to. whom they 
ſpeake,if by the power of 
Gods Spwit they come to 


ol: Yy the things they 
themſelves be car-|Carnall' | 
nall, they hate them.A car- | men hate | 


| . he lighw 
nall man believes not a|'*'* 


 whith 
: J 
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| 
whit of what hee fayth : 
hee hath oncly a coinmon 
light for the good of -0- 
thers : a common 1llumina- 
tion tounderſtand and dil- 
cover things,and a doctri-| 
nall gift ro untold things! 
for other, and net for 
themſelves: for themſelves 
they ſcorne them in their| F 
hearts, and in their lives| | 
' & converſations; and they 
willſpeake as much, when 
[1t comes to ſelfe-deniall 10; 
preferment, in pleaſures, 
any thing that 1s gainfull : 
tuſh tcl] him what hee hath 
taught,or what hee knowes 
out of the booke of God, 
he cares not, hee knowes! 
8 them onely by a common 
\ =, | light : but ſor a particular 
I | heavenly I1ght with appli-| 
{| common | Cation,an taſte to himſelt,; 
| Sn ſoring-! 


— —— — _— — 
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| ſpringing from an alterati- 


on by the Spirit, hee never 
knowes them ſo. Therefore 


content not thy ſelte with a | 


common light : for toge- 
ther with our underſtan- 
 ding.God altersthetaſte of 
the whole ſoule : he g1Ves a 
new eye, anew eare, to ſee 
|and heare to purpoſe, and 
a new heart to conceive 
things in another manner | 
than hedid before. 

But you will aske, How 
a godly man know 
t all, ſeeing eye hath 


p 


[1,207 eareheard, Ec. 
[ an(wer-Fir(t.the things 
| of another life (as wee {ee 


| here) are knowne by nega- explicatid» 


| tion, as God 1s, by way of 
| removing nn perfections: | 


| The naturall cye ſees them | 


' 


[ROS nor the naturall eare 
heares 


A 
En OOE——R—_ 


An obje- 
Aion an- 1 
{wered for 


I. Anſw.| 


- 


\ 
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heares them not, &c. no, 
northe ſpirituall eye, nor| | 
eare, in a full meaſure: ſo | 
things tranſcendent, that, WM: 
are above the reach ofman, | 
aredeſcribed in the Scrip-, 
turcs by the way of denial, 


knowledge. | 

That yee may know the 
love of God that 5s above 
knowled eo, (ayth the Apo-; 
ſtle, Eph. 2. that yee may! 


—-— — 


—_W*__ _ —— 


know it rr ore and more: 


but it is above all know-/ 
ledgeinregard of the per- 
tection of it. As a man may 
{ce the ſea, but hee cannot; 
comprehend the ſea : hee 
may be much delighted m 
(ceing the ſea, but hee ſees 
nethcr the bottome nor. 
the bankes, he cannot com- 
prehend ſuch a vaſte body : 


— 


ad thodjel. 


he may ſee the heavens, but 
hee cannot comprehend 
them. Soa man may know 
'the things when they are 
'revealed, but hee eannot 
comprehend them : appre- 
| henſion 1s one thing, and 
.comprehenlton 1s another; 
there may be apprehenſion 
br a poore degree, ſutable 
tothe capacitie of the foule 
here : but alas 1t 1s farre 
from the comprehenſion 
that we ſhall have 1n hea- 
ven. That is one way of 
knowing them by way of 
negation, and deniall of 
imperfections to them. 

\ And then ſecondly, they 
are knowne (as wee call it) 
by way of eminence; that 


| 


| 
| 


| 


is, by comparing them with 
other things, and prefer- 


ring them before all other 
excel-| 


| 


By way of 
negation. 
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excellencics whatſoever; as 
wee may ce the funne in 
water by reſemblance : for! 
' God borrowes from nature 
termes to ſet out grace, and 
olory, becauſe God will 
{ſpeake im ourlanguage, for 
they are called a Kingdome 
[and a feaſt, and a crowne 
by way of compariſon. 
Shallow men thinke there 
1s a preat deale in a king-! 
| dome; and indeed fothere 
1s, 1f thore were no other. | 
There 1s great matters ina 
crown?2, in the feaſts of; 
| kings, and the like : but a- | 
las theſe be ſhaddowes,and | 
there 1s no Rhetoricke or | 
Amplification in this, to fay | 
they be ſhaddowes; a ſhad- 
dow 1s as much in propor- 
tion to the body, as theſe | 
| aretoOeternall good things; | 
the 


| revealed by the Goſpel. | 6g | 


the true, reality of things, 
are inthe thingsof another | 
world, for eternity. It wee | 
talke ofa Kingdome, let us! 
talke of that in heaven.If of | 
a crowne, of that where-. 
| with the Saints are crow- | 
| ned in heaven. If wetalke | 
Ie | 
' of riches, they are thoſe 
that make a man eternally | 
rich, that hee ſhall carrie 
with hum when he goes out | 
| of the world , what riches 
arethoſe, that a man ſhall | 
outlive, anddica begger, 
and not have a drop to 
comfort him, as we ſee Di- 
ves 1n hell had not ? here 
arc riches indeed. Soif we 
talke of beauty, 1t is the 
Image of God that ſetsa 
beauty on the ſoule, that 
makes aman lovely in the | 
eye of God. True beauty 1s 
| to 


— _ —_— 
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Whar true 
riches are» 
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What true 
beautic is. 
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to be like God. And to bee 
borne a new to that glori- 
ous condition , 15 the birth 
and inheritance. All theſe 
poore things,are but acting 
a part upon a ſtage for a 
while, as the proudeſt crea- 
ture of all that is inveſted 
in them will judge ere 
long 3 none better judges 
then they. This 4+ one way 
of knowing the things of 
the Goſpell, by naming of 
them in our owne Jan- 
guage. As1t a mango into 4 
orraine country , he mult 
learn that language, or elſe 
hold his peace - fo God 1s 
forced to ſpeake in our 


| owne language, to te]] us of 


glory, and happineſle to 


crownes , and kingdomes, 


bw. riches here. If God! 


ſhould' 


| 


| 


| Chriſtian S2bbaths. A Chn- 


Ufan 1 is 8s much in hea- [£27 


| 


ns TIE 


things of heaven, and of 
Children have a taſt ofit 


' that 15 11 heaven in the 


nn I IIS — 
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(hould fet th 


owne [uſtr 
CONcetye 0 

But thirdly, the moſt 
comfortable way, whereby 
Gods people know the 


out in their 
e£ could not | 


the life to come;1is in regard | 
of ſome. ta Tk , for there 15 no-| 
thing in keaven but Gods 


before ay come there, in 
ſome meaſure: they have 
a taſte of the communion, 


communion they have on 
earth : they have a taſte of 
that eterna!l Sabbath , by 
(ume reliſh they have of; 
holy exerciſes in theſe] 


'ven,as he can be, when hee 


fore they" 


ſanctifics the - holy Sabbath, | 


{peaking 


> 


Gods chil- | 
dren have 
a taſte of 
bcavyen be- 


| theres 


4 
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ſpeaking to God in the 
Congregation by prayer, 
and hearing God ſpeake to 
| himin the preaching of the 
word. That peace that 
wee ſhall have in heaven, 
| which 1s a peace uninter- 
rupted, without any diſtur- 
bance, 1t 1s underſtood by 
that.ſweet peace of conſct- 
ence here that paſſeth all un- 
aerſt anding. We may know 
therefore what the ſight of 
Chriſt face to face will be, 
| by the ſight wee have of 
Chriſt now in the word 
|and promiſes : 1f it ſotran{- 
forme and affet us , that 
\ſ1ght that we have by 
| knowledge and faith here 
| what will thoſe ſights doe ? 
So that by a grape wee way 
know what Canaan is: as the 
| ipies,they brought of the 
-grapes| 


: 


revelien by the Go'pef. 


apes of Canin into the ; 
we may know by 
this Inttle taſte, what thoſe 
excellent things are. 
The fourth way is by au- 
thoritie, and difcoverie. 
' St. Pail was wrapped up in 


the third heaven, he ſayth, 
they were ſuch things that | 
he ſaw, that could not bee | 
| ſpoken of, ſtrange things. 

AndChriſt tels us of a king- 
dome. Chriſt knew what | 
thcy were, and the word 
tc]ls us what they are : our 
faith lookes to the authori- 
tic of the word. If wee had 
not the (rſt fruits, nor any 
other diſcoverie. God that 


hath prepared them, hee 

| fayth ſoin his word, and 
we muſt reſtin his authori- | 
tie. And there are ſome that | 
ha en in heaven: Chriſt | 
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| 


| 


| 
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| 


A. ed 


ht. 


| 74 


OE >  ——— 


—__—_— — 


HIDDEN SECRETS 


ikocs. > 
| our blefled Saviour that 
hath taken into a perpetual 
union, the man-hood with 
the ſecond perſun, which he 
; hath knit untoit,he knowes 
| what is there , and by this 
' meanes wee come to have 
; fome kind of knowledge of 
; the things to come. 

' Agame bya kind of rea- 
foning likewiſe from the! 
lefler tothegreater,we may} 
come to know not only the 
things, but the greatneile of 
them. As.is there not cofort! 
now inalitle glunpſe, when 
God ſhines upon a Chriſti- 
{ans foule, when he js asIt 
| were in heaven 2? is there 
ſuch contentment in holy 
company here? what ſhall 
there be in heaven? Is there 
1uch contentment in the de- 
, 1ghts of this world,that are 
; the 


—— = --- 
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the delights of our pilgri- 
mage? they are no better, 
our houſes are houſes of 
[our pilgrimage , our con”. 
rentments are contentments 
of paſlengers, if the way, | 
the gallery that leads to 
heaven, bee ſo ſpread with 
comforts, what bee thoſe | 
that are reſerved manother | 
world ? A man may know | 
by rayſing his ares] 
the leſſer to the greater. | 
And if the things thaxeGod | 
| hath provided 1n common} 
for his enemies as wel as his 
friends: (asallthe comforts 
of this world 3 all the deli- | 
cacies, and all the objetts. 
of the ſences, they are com- 
forts. that'are common to. 


| 


as his friends) if theſe things 
be ſo excellent , that men 


EF 2 Ven- | 


the enemies'of God, as well | ' 


IT 


a >. 
| 
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| 
if 
| 
| 
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|dren have to underſtand 
[the things of heaven, by 
[the firſt fruits they have 


_— 


| 


— 


| 


LD T_T; 
fortable way Gods chil- 


here : for God 1s ſo farre in 
love with his children here 


on earth, and fo tender ©- | 


ver them, that hce purpoſes | 
not to reſerve all for ano- | 
ther world; but gives them | 
ſome taſte before hand, to 
make them better im love : 
with the things theres and 
better to beare the troubles | 
of this world . But alas, | 
what 1s it to that that they | 
ſhall know? as it is 1 70h. 


[3- Now wee are the ſonnes of 


God, but it appeares not what | 
we ſhall bee : That ſhall bee | 
ſogreat in compariſon of 

that we are, that it is ſayd | 
not toappeareat all : it ap- 
peares 1n the firſt fruits 1n a 


_ little 
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little beginnings; but alas, | 
[what | is that to that' 
| glory that ſhall bee ? Our | 
life is hid with Chriſt in 
God. It 15 hid, there 15 no 
'man knowes it in regard of | | 
the full manifeſtation : be-| i 


| "aye | 
cauſe here 1t 1s covered | 
with ſo many infirminies, | | 
& aftlictions, and ſo many | 


} ſcornes of the world are 
caſt upon the beaurie of a 
Chriſtian life - it is hid in | 
our head Chriſt. It is not 
altogether kid : for there 1s 
a lite that comes from the. 
root, from the head Chriſt 
torhe members, that quic- 
kensthem. but in regard of 
the glory that ſhall be,itis a ; 
hidden life. | 
| Let us conlider the rea= Reafox:. 
ſons why God will have it. | 
thus (to make it cleare) be- 
| | [I 4 fore | | 
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venture their ſoules for 
them , and loſe all to bee 
drowne:\' in theſe things: | 
oh ! what peculiar things 
are they that God hath re- 
ſerved for his owne Chil- 
dren, for thoſe thatlove 
him ? when thoſe that are 
common with his enemies, 
are ſo glorious and excel- 
lent! Theſe kind of wayes 
we may come to know them 
by the helpe of the ſpirit. 
Thoſe unmxed joyes, 
thoſe pure joyes, that are 
{ull of themſclves.and have 
no tincime in heaven,, are 
underſtood by thoſe joyes 
| we teele on earth, the joy 
of the holy Ghoſt, which 1s þ 
a(tcr cont. with.tempta®- 
tons,or after 'nfiiiGons, att 
atter hearing, and: medita-| 
ting on good things : the 
8-7 hea- 


-—— — 


| 
| 
[ 
| 


—_ 


heavenly joyes that flow 
[into the ſoule, they give us 
a taſte of that full joy that 
we ſhall have at the right 


hand of God foreyermore. 


have in heaven, 1n the pre- 
{ence of God,and of Chrilt, 
and his holy Angels, 1s un-} 
derſtood in fome little way 
by the comfortable pre- 
ſence of God to the ſoule 
'@ a Chriſtian, when hee 
des the Spirit of God rai-. 


him up, and witneſling his | 
' preſence © as oft-times to 
the comfort of Gods peo- 
| ple, the holy Ghoſt witneſ- 
 |ſetha preſence, that now 
| the ſoule can ſay,God 3s pre- 
ſent with me, he {zuiles on me, 


| S » 
and ftrenetheneth FHCE » and 


revealed by the Goſpell. | 


That comfort that we ſhall | 


ling him, and chearinz | 


' earth, 


leads mee along. T his com- | 
E 2 for- 
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fortable way Gods chil- 
[dren have to underſtand 
[the things of heaven, by 
the firſt fruits they have 
here : for God 15s {o farre in 
[love with his children here 
on earth, and ſo tender ©- | 
ver them, that hce purpoſes | 
not to reſerve all for ano- ! 
ther worldz but gives them | 
ſome taſte before hand, to 
|make them better tm love ; 
{with the things there; and, 
better to beare the troubles | 
of this world . But alas, 
what is it to that that they ' 
ſhall know? as it is 1 70h. | 
|[3- Now weeare the ſonnes of 
Ged, but it appeares not what | 
we ſhall bee : That ſhall bee | 
ſogreat in compariſon of 
that we are, that it is ſayd | 
not toappeareat all : it ap- 
peares 1n the firſt fruits 1n a 
little 


— 
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little beginnings; but alas, | 
[what is that to thar' 
glory that ſhall bee? Our | 
life is hid with Chriſt in 
God. It 15 hid, there 15 no! 
man knowes it in regard of | 
the full manifeſtation : be- | 
cauſe here it 1s covered ' 
| 


with ſo many infirmiries, | 
& afflictions, and ſo many ; 
{ \ſcornes of the world are ; 
caſt upon the beautie of a 
Chriſtian life - it is hid in! 
our head Chriſt. It is not 
altogether hid : for there 1s 
a life that comes from the. 
root, from the head Chriſt 
torhe members, that quic- 
kensthem; but inregard of 
- the glory that ſhall be.it is a, 
hidden life. | 
| Let us conſider the rea- 
ſons why God will have it, 
thus (to make it cleare) be-| 
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| fore I goe further : IVe muſt 


| be Del: (# In reaſons when we 
| ſheake of Goar connſels and 
| cc11r/t5. 1 will cnely name 
th:n1 to open our under- 
{cardingsa little. 

Firſt, 7t 3s cnoweh that 
God will have it (0: a mo- 
de{t Chriſtian will be fſaril- 
{fc with that, that God 


{ Gocls Cifpenſation may fa- 
| tisfie them. 2.God wil have 
a difference betweene the 
warring Church, and the 
triumphing Church. 

This life is a life of F aith, 
and not of ſight. We walke 
and live by faith. Why# 
partly to try the truth of 
our taitk,and partly for the 
glory of God) that he hath 
ſuch ſervants inn the world 
| here, 


«© 


——_— 


| 
| 


| 
| w1tl have a aifterence be-| | 
LW CLIC Icaven and carth, | | 


| 


: 

| 
| 
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| ies tone bares 
here, that will depend up- 
| on. him, upon termes of 
faith, upon his tare word, 
'thatcan ſay, there are ſuch 
things reſerved in heaven 
for me, I have enough : 
what a glory is it to God, 
[that he hath thoſe that wall 
trult hun upon his bare 
| worde It were nocommen- 
dation for a Chriſtian to 
live here im a beautifull 
glorious manner, if hee 
{hould ſee all, and live: by 
light. If he ſhould ſee hell 
| open, & the terrours there, 
for him then to abſtaine 
| from ſinne,what glory were 
it? the ſight would force 
abſtinence. If he ſhould ſee 


of 1t preſent, it were no 


bas ſight would force 1t. 


LOT 


heaven open, and the joyes | 


thanks to. be a good man : | 
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2 Reaſon, , The ſecond Reaſon is 
this, that God will havea 
known difference, between 
| hypocrites, and the true 
Children of Got]. If heaven 
were uponearth , and no- 
thing reſerved in faith, and 
m promile,cvery one would 
be a Chriſtian: but now the 
greateſt _ being laid 
up In promiſes, wee muſt 
excerciſe our faith to waite 
for them 3; now there are 
| Bonc that will honour God 
in his word, but the true 
Ciirr{ſtian : that there arc 
tuck excellent things reſcr-| 
| ved m another world, in 
{compariſon of which all 
theſe arc baſe; there is none 
'but a trne Chriſtian that 
; will honour God upon his] 
word, that will venterthe 
lofle of theſe things here | 


_ for] 


| 


"IS 
——_. a. 
— 
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T5 
for them in heaven,that wil 


i 


not loſe thoſe things that | 

[they have in reverſion and ; 

promiſe for the preſent de- | 
lights of inne for atcaſon ? | 
Wheras the common ſort, | 
th:y heare ſay of a heaven, | 
and happm: te, anda day | 


of judge 2Mment, SC. Butin | 


the meane time they wall | 


[not deny their baſe plea-| 
fares and their Rebellious 
diſpoſitions, they wil croſle 
themſclves in nothing: doe 
'wee thinke that God hath 
prepared heaven for ſuch 
wretches as theſe? oh.,lotus 
neyÞr thinke of it. God 
the#tore hath reſerved the 
excellencies for the 
time to come, in promiles, ; 
and in his word, it we have 
grace to depend upon Js | 


wdrd : and :n the meane | 
time 


4 —_ 
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The fecond Reaſon is 
this, that God will havea 
known difference. between 
| hypocrites, and the true 


| Children of Got. If heaven 
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were uponearth , and no- 
thing reſerved in faith, and' 
1m promiſe,cvery one would 
be a Chriſtian: but now the 
greateſt thing: being laid 
up 1n promiſes, wee muſt 
excerciſe our faith to waite 
for them 3 now there are 

1o0nc that will honour God 
By his word, but the true 
| Ciiriſtian :; that there are 
ſuch excellent thingereſcr-| 
[ve d m another world - in 
|companiſen of which all 
' theſe arc baſe: there is none 
'but a trne Chriſtian that 
; will honour God upon his 
word, that will venterthe 
lofle of theſe things here 


—_— _ 
—_—__ i... Mt. 
—__ 


for{ 
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forthem in heaven;that wil 
not loſe thoſe things that | 
they have in reverſion and 
promiſe for the preſent de- 
lights of finne for alcaſon ? 
Wheras the common ſort, 
[thiy heare ſay of a heaven, 
and happinetle , anda day 
of judgement, &c. Butimn 
the meane time they will 
not deny their baſe plea-| 
fares and their Rebellious 
diſpolitions, they wil croſle 
themſelves in nothing: doe 
| wee thinke that God hath 
prepared heaven for ſuch 
wretches as theſe? oh. let us 
never thinke of it. God 
th re hathreſ{erved the 
cellencies for the 
te to Come, in promiles, ! 
and in his word, it we have. 
grace to-depend upon his 


word : and inthe meane / 
time 


—_ 
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| time goe on, and croile our! 
| corruptions, 1t1s anexce]- 
| lent condition to be ſo, it 
| ſhewes the difference that 
God will have between us, 
and other men. 
| Againe thirdly,our wiſſell 
| could not containe it + Wee! 
are uncapable, our braine 
1s not ſtrong enough for! 
theſe things : as weake: 
braines cannot digelt hote 
lI1quors:ſ{u we cannot digelt 
| a large revelation. of thetic 
| things. As wee {ce St. Peter 
was not him{(clfe inthe} 
\transhguration, hee forgot 
himſclfe; and was {piritual- 
| ly drunke with joy, with 
| thathee ſaw in the mount 3 
hee wote not what hee ſaid |. 
| a2 the Scripture ſaith, when | 
hee ſaid, Maſter let us make 
three Tabernacles, &>c. Nay, 
Saint” 


P 


a -— 4 LA __P2 wil. owns nn 


grear than Paul and Peter, 
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Saint ſax] himſelt, the great 
Apoſtle , When hee ſaw 
things in heaven, above CX- | 
prefit Mn, that could not,nor | 
might not be uttered,could | 
not digett them. They were 
ſogreat, that it he had not 
had ſomewhat to weigh 
hin downe, to ballance 
hin), hee had been overtur- | 
ned with pride : therefore 
there was a pricke m- the 
fleſh ſent to Paul himſclfe 
to humble him. Are wee 


— — 


at Apoſtles of the 
and Gentiles 2 when 
theſe grand Apoſtles could 
not| containe themſelves, 
when they ſee theſe hea- 

things, and but a 
glmpſeof them, the one 
did not know what he ſaid, 
and the other was humbled 

y 


IO noe +—ow-—o— 


_ 
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| 


If wee 
wou'd ſe 
God as he 
13,wc muſt 
dies 


| ven before our time. Theſe 


| this, why wee cannot con- 


© 6649 »« BB 
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G 

by way of prevention,with 
a pricke in the fleſh; and 
{h1l we think to conceive of 
theſe things? No, we can- 
not:for that is to be 1» hea- 


and the hke reaſons wee 
may have to fatisfie us in 


ceive of the things to come] 


| /es, when Moſes would have 


as they are in their proper 
nature. God fayth to Mo- 


a fairer manifeſtation of 
God, No man canſee me and 
live. If we would ſee God 
as he 1s, we muſt die. If we 
would ſee heaven, and the 
joyes of it as it is, wee muſt 
die firſt, No man can ſee 
the things that the Apoſtle 
here ſpeakes of, in their 
proper light and exccl- 
 lencie, but he muſt die firſt. } 


They 
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[things 3 therefore God 
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| They are not proporti- | 
| onable to our condition 
 here:for God hath reſolved 
that this life ſhall bee a life 
of imperfeCtion , and that 
that {hall be a perfecteſtate 
of pertect glory. Alas,our 
' capacities now are not ca- 
' pable,our affections wil not 
containe thoſe excellent 


 traines ns up by little, and 
little, to the fill fruntion, 
and enjoying of it. Thus we 
{ce how wee come to have 
tome knowledge of them, 
and why we have nora full 
knowledge of them here. 


| Well, to leave this, and 
' goe ons, If this be ſo, then let 
#4 oft thinke of theſe things. 
The life of a Chriſtian 18 
wondrouſly ruled in this 


world , by the conlideratt- 


ON, 


T | 
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The medi- | on, and-rneditation of the 


me on life of another world, no; 
heceafter, |thing more {teeres the lite 
fleeres of a Chriſtian here,then the/ II | 

riſtians |! at; ; . 
lfehcre. | Conſideration 'of 'the life | 


| . 
' of comfort. that the con 


deratio of immortal lite,& 
glory, 1s the comfort of this 
mortall baſe life : but hke- 
wiſe by way of diſp 
and framing a mano a 
courſes that are good || 
| There isnograce of the {pi- 
[rit (in a manner) but it 15 
ſet on worke by the conl!- 
 deration of the eſtate that is 
| to come, NO not one. | 
| | What is the worke of 

faith ? 7t 3s the evidence of 
| things not ſeene, It ſets the 

_—_ of another world 
| preſent before the eye of 
[the foule, and in that re- 


 fpetti 


| hereafter : not only by * 
[- 


—___ 
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ſpe#t it is victorious, It 
' conquers the world 3 be- 
| _ it {cts a better world 
inthe eyc. Where were the 
exerciſe of faith, if 1t were 
[not for hope of ſuch ane- 
ſtate which feeds faith? rhe 
excellencic of faith 18,that 
1t15about things not ſcene: 
1tmakes things thatare not 


{ | [cene to be ſecne 5 it hath a 
&1nd of oOmnipotent power- 


it gives a being to things 
that have none, - but in the 
promiſe of the ſpeaker. 
And for hope, the very 
n.ture of hope is to expet 
| thoſe things that faith. be- 
lieves. Were it not for the 
Joyes of heaven, where 
' were hope ? It is the helmet 
of the Gate, to keepe It 
from blowes, and tempta- 


\tions. It is the Anchor of 
| the 


Pn” I IT 
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the foule, that being ca} 
within the vyaile into he#$ 
ven, {tayes the ſoule 1n al 
the waves and troubles m 
this world : the conſidera- 
tion of the things to come, 
excrciſeth this grace of| |< 
hope ; we looke within the| 
vaile,and caſt anchor there| Y 
upward, and not downe- a 
ward, and there wee ſtay 
our ſelves in all combulſti- 
ons, and confufions by the 
exerciſe of hope. P 

And where were pati-| F 
ence #£ If it werenot for a 
better eſtate in another 
| world, a Chriſtian of all men n 
were moſt miſerable. Who| }\' 
would endure any thing | © 
for Chriſt, if it were not| || 
' a better eſtate after- 


wards? 


And ſo for ſobrietie;| I 


> | | what | , 


| 
| 


| 


What forceth a moderate 
eof all things here ? the 
onfideration of future 
hudgement,that made eyen 
Fel;x to.tremble. Thecon- 
ideration of the eſtate to 
come.caufes that we ſurfet 
not with' the cares of the 
world, and excefle,but doe 
all that may make way for 
ſuch a glorious condi- 
tion. 

What enforceth the kee- 
ping of a good conſcience 
in all things? St. Payl loo- 
ked to the reſurreCftion of 
thejuſt and of the unjuſt; 
and this made him exerciſe 
| himfelfe to keepe a good 
| conſcience. 
| And ſopuritie and holt- 
neſle,that we take heed of | 
all defilements in the 


world, that webee not led a- 
| way | 


— 
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way with the errour of 
wicked : but keepe our ſehu 
anſpotted. What forcet 
this, but the conſideratia 
of a glorious condition it 
another world? He that hat 
| this hope, purgeth hinſeljs 
There 1s a purgative powe 
in hope, a cleanſing effica 
cie, that a man cannot hope 
tor this excellent conditi 
on, but it will frame and fit 
the ſoule for that conditt 
| on. Can a man hope toap- 
peare before a 

{on, and not fit Hh 
his deportment 
before hand, to pleaſe the Y; 
perſon before whom hee ſh; 
appeares? So whoſoever $1 
hopes to appeare before þ; 
Chriſt,and God, of neceflt- þ; 
tie that hope will force þ, 
him to purge himſelfe. _ 


Let 


«I revealed by the Gofpell. | 93 | 
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et us not ſtand to ſearch 
uriouſly into particulars, 
«aF@-hatthe glory of the ſoule 
Dr of the body ſhal] bee, | 
Mthe Apoltle diſcovers it in | 
enerall, we (hall bee con- | 
ormed to Chriſt our head 
n ſoule and body) but ra- ! 
aYher ſtudy how to make 
MÞood.uſe of them : for 
UW Fherefore they are revealed 
defore hand in generall. | 
And withall to lumble our | , fe, 
 Felves, and t0 jay with the 
IF al iſt, Lord what is Man, 
-W $1. thox /o farre conſedereſt 
ee $me Sinfull man,that hath | - 
the Yoſt his firſt condition, and! 
Kt Þath betrayed himſelfe to: 
hine,and his ericmy,to ad- 
MC France him to that cltate, 
Ur lat neither eze hath ſcene, 
oe ror eare heard, &-6. T his} 


_- Fonlideration will make | 
£ \__- 


Cs 
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way with the errour Wal 
wicked : but keepe our ſel 
unſpotted. What forcet 
this, but the conſideratia 
of a glorious condition i 
anotker world? He that hat 
| this hope, purgeth himſel 
There 1s a purgative powet 
in hope, a cleanſing effica 
cie, that a man cannot hope 
tor this excellent conditi 
on, but it will frame and fit 
the ſoule for that condit 
on. Can a man hope toap-Þ,; 
peare before a great per- ſ 
{on, and not fit himſelte in; 
his deportment and attire 
p before hand, to pleaſe the 
perſon before whom hee 
appeares? So whoſoever 


hopes to appeare before 
Chriſt,and God, of neceſl- 


| tie that hope will force þ,, 
| him to purge himſelfe. ſþc 


— —— — — _ - - 
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et us not (tand to ſearch 
uriouſly into particulars, 
«aFhatthe glory of the ſoule 
Dr of the body ſhall bee | 
uthe Apoſtle diſcovers it in | 
Wencra)l, we (ſhall bee con- | 
ormed to Chriſt our head 
nſoule and body) but ra- 
her ſtudy how to make 
ood uſe of them: for 
herefore they are revealed 
defore hand in generall. | | 
Ys A:d withall to humble our | > Uſe. | 


lie 


I Yelves, and 19 ſay with the 
IF alriſt, Lord what is Man, 
Jt tho /o farre conſrdereſt 
W $172 Sinfull man,that hath 
oft his firſt condition, and! 
I*X Þath betrayed hinſelfe to 
hine,and his eriemy,to ad- 
ance-tum to that c(tate, 
bat merther- eye hath ſcene, 
& For eare beard, 6 This} 
Fon!tderation will make | 
Ft us 


— 
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us baſe in our owne eyes. 
Shall not wee preſent 
diſdaine any proud 
ceits? ſhall wee talkeofn 
rit £ whatcan come from? 
Creature that ſhall deſerye 
things that eie hath not ſeen 
nor care heard 3 that ſuc 
proud conceits ſhould ente 


into the heart of man?ſure-l 
ly grace never entred into 


that mans heart that hath 


\ſuch a conceite to enter- 


taine merit. Shall a man 


thinke bya penny to ment 
a thouſand pound, by a 


little performance to merit 
things . that are above the 
conceit of men andAngels 


| but a word 1s enough that 


way. 
And with humiliation: 


take that which alwayes 71 


with humiliation , thanke 


neſſe 
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weſſe, even before hand. | 
hen the Apoſtle 5$. Peter | 
thought of the inheritance 
"WM immortal, and undefiled,&c- | 
W he begins, Bleſſed be God, the | 
Father of our Lord Teſus. 
wc. Hee could not 
nk of theſe things with- 
ont thankfulneſle to God. | 
For wee ſhould begin the: 
life of heaven, upon earth, 
W as much as cov iall and 
what is that, but a bleſſing 
and praiſing of God? Now 
we cannot more effeCtually 
_ 20d feclingly praiſe God, 
than by the colideration of 
what great things are reſer- 
ved for us: for faith ſcts 
them before the ſoule as 
preſent, ds inveſted. 1ato 
them, Now if we were in 


mW rm rm nn morn 


| 


F heaven already, we - ſFould 
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pple God, and "Ml | | 
n , : 
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elſe; therfore faith making 
them ſure to the ſoule, as 
it we had them, ſets the 
{oule on worke to prail: 
God, asin Epheſ. 1. and nl 
E pheſ.:1. | Pet.I- Saint Peter and Pau, 
$Per.l. |they could never have & 
nough of this. T hus wee 
{hould doe, and cheare and! 
joy our hearts in the conl! 
deration of theſe thingsF 
all conflicts,& deſolatio\; 
wee little thinke of thele! 
things,and that is our fault: 
wee are hike little children 
that are born to great mat-|ſ 
ters, notwithſtanding not 
{knowing of them, they 
carry not themſclves ar 
[werable to their * hopes: 
but the more the children | 
| grow 1nto yeares, the more. 
| they grow 1n ſpiritand con-|Þ} ,* 
| ceits, and carriage ng h 
tne : 


— ED nm, 


[ 


q 


4 


1 
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for. ; , 
So it 15 with Chriſtians at 


the firſt, when they are 
weake, they are troubled 
\ with this temptation, and 
'withthat, with this loſle, 
and with that crofle - but 
' when a Chriſtian growes to 
afull ſtature in Chniſt,;every 
petty croſle doth not caſt 
zmim downe : hee thinkes, 
'what ſhall I be dejected 
with this lofle, that have 
eayen reſerved for mee # 
ſhall T bee caſt downe with 


this croſſe, that have things | 


that eye bath not ſeene, nor 
are heard,cc. Prepared for 
me £ He will not; he makes 
uſe of his faith to fetch com- 
fort from theſe things that 
are reſerved for him, that 


the eſtates they hope | 


| 


tc a. A. a i. 


| 


; | 
Every pet-! 
ty crofle 
will nut 
cat down 
a bclicyCEr- 


reſſible, and un- 
F con- 


”— — —— 
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concerveable. YH 
4Vſe. And let us comfort aw 


| ſelves in all the _ 
| the World. A man that: id 
great hopes in his own cok 


try,it he beſlighted abroad, 
he thinkes with himſelfe, I 


nor Chriſt, nor us : ſhall net 
we be content to go up and 
downe as unknowne men 
here, when God the father, 
and Chriſt cur Saviour are 
* "r5EMng | unknowne ? There arc bet- 
fors hinz- | TET things reſerved at home 
ſelfe with | for us:therfore let us digell 
Ore all the Ntohitin | abu- 
uf heaven, ge anc 

»eninft the lage of Carnal men. Andie 


ſihcings us not envy thein theif con 


_ - 


() 


_—— cc cm  — - 


ac w——  - —————  ——— - > wU <>» cw ooo 
©a Yr 
. % 


%, 
we 


have other matters reſc-rved! 
elſewhere, and ſhall have 
another manner of reſpet 
; when I come home. The 
; world it knowes not God, 


Tot bans thatiSbiit for tepme: 


—— CC'*———_C————__ 
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| of life, uſe it as well as they 


| 

will ; that hath a date that | 

will bee out wee know not | & 
| 
| 


, 
W's! how ſoone ? Alas-all their 
it happineſle it 1s but a mea- 
d, ſured happineſle, it is with- 
1 Fin their underſtandings, | | 
ed! their eyes can fee it, and! 19 
G |theirearescan heare it: and | 4 
"| when they can neither fee; 
i © [nor conceive more in this | | | 
' | world, then there is an end: : 
TE | of all their ſenſible happi- v7 
neſle. Shall weenvie when 
"\N | they ſhall ſhortly: be turned © {þ 
naked out of this world to | L 
the place of torment > We ,,, .. 
ſhould preſent them to us wicked 
as objects of pitie, even the men,bur | | 
greateſt men in the world, ?'? ws 
if wee ſee by their carriage 
they be void of grace 3 but | 
not. envy any condition [ |} 
this world. But what afftectt- 
| F 2 On 


A... 4 
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| onis dueand ſuiting to the! 
eſtate of a Chriſtian? If we 
would have the true affe&- 
on, it 1sadmiration, and 
| wonderment. I# hat is won- 
| derment £ It 3s the ſtate, and 
diſpoſition of ihe ſoule toward 
thines that arenew, and rar, 
and ſtrange, that we can give 
0 reaſ 028 ofthat are bezond 
laur reach. For wiſe men 
| wonder not, becauſe they 


ſee a reaſon, they can com- 
paſs things: But a Chriſtian 
cannot but woder: becauſe 
the things prepared, are 
above his reach - yea when 
he 151n heaven, he ſhall not 
Le able to conceive the 


—  - — 


| glory of it:he ſhall enter in- 


tO It, it ſhall bee above him, 
; he ſhall have more joy, and 
; peuce then he can compre- 


| hend, the joy that hee hath 


_theie, 


——_ —— 
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there, it is beyond his abili- 
+. | ty,and capacity, beyond his 
1d / | power 3 he ſhall not be able 
" 
vd 
id 


to compaſle ail. It ſhall be a 
matter of wonder, even in 
heaven it ſelfe ; much more | 
«| | ſhonld it bee here below. 
Therfore the holy Apoſtles 
when they ſpeake in the 
Scriptures of theſe things-1t 
1s with termes of admiration 
and wonderment, joy Kn- 
ſbeakeable &* glorious,e* peace 
| that paſſeth underſtanding, & 
| 
| | when they fpeake of our 
| F [deliverance,out of the ſtate 


of darkneſte into the ſtate 


— — 


of grace, they call it 4 being 
 bromz1ht out of darkneſſe into 
| [his mrervailous lieht. Andſs 
God loved the world, he can | 1 lob. 3: 


[not exprelle how, 1 7T0h.3- 
| Behold what love hath the Fa- 
| ther ſhewed ws, that we ſhould | 
Ef! F 2 bee 


—_— 


 —— 
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EIN 


led a {; 


of G3o 


to be 


Toe cal- |bee called the ſomes of God? 
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o be called, and to be, 
aF one with God, both be» 
yond expreſſion. | 
i Againe, it this be ſo, that 
[God hath provided ſuch 
jthings as acither eye hath 
| /eert.,nor eare hath heard, &c. 
[Begge ot God firſt, the Spi- 
'rit of grace to conceive of 
|them as the Scripture re- 
veals them-and then begge 
of God a further degree of 
revelation, that hee wovld 
more and more reveale to 
us by his Spirit thoſe excel- | 
lentthings. For the ſoule 1s 
never in a better frame, 


earthly things. When ſhall 
a man uſe the world, as 
\though' hee uſed it not? 


| when he goes about his bu- ; 
fineſſe in a commanding || 


man- 


_ 


than when it is liftup above | | 
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manner, as ſeeing all things 
under him, when he is ray- 
[ſed up to conceive the 
things that are reſerved for 
him above the world : that 
keepes a man from being | 
drowned in theworld:what | 
makes men drowned inthe ; 
world?to be earth-wormes: 
they think of no other hea- 
ven but this, they have nu. 
other thing in their eye. 
Now by the Spirit diſcoves- | 
ring thee things to theur 
that have weaned ſoules,it 
makes them goe about the 
things of the world in ano» | 
ther manner, they,will doe 
them, and:doe them exact- | 
ly, with conſcience, and | 
'care, conſidering that they 
'muſt give an account of all: | 
\butthey wil. doe them with | 
reſerved affections. to bet-| 


BENT F 4 _ ter] > 


1 


m—_— 
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In, 


To he cal- 


lcd a ſon 
of (30d 11s 


to be ſo. 


Ve. 


| 
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lbee called the ſonnes of God? 
[To be called, ar 
all one with G- 
yond expreſiu 
Againe, if © 


| 


[God hath pr \ + of 


| things as act 
| ſcent, nor eare ha O 


'rit of grace ro 41 \ 
them as the $ 

wveals themcanag 

of God a furthe, 

revelation, that hee woungy 


more and more reveale to 
us by his Spirit thoſe excel-| 


lentthings. For the ſoule 1s 
never in a better frame, | | 
than when it is liftup above 
earthly things. When ſhall | 
a man uſe the world, as | 


| 


| 
! 
| 
| 
| 


! 


though hee uſed it not? | 
when he goes about his bu- | 


man- 
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finefle in a Pagan} 1 
: 


Cr 
Y 


[2 


| 
| 


i 


E revealed by the Goſpell, | 


manner, as ſeeing all things 
under him, when he is ray- 


pf -ancerve the 

\for 

p at 
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' care, conſidering that the 


\butthey wil doe them with 
reſerved atjections. to bet-| 
Teaiy + 575-6 


| * REY 
| 
[ 


Why men | 
are drows- 
ned in the 
wob!d. 


that have weanca ſoules,it | 


makes them goe about the 
things of the world 1n ano» | 
ther manner, they.,will doe, 
them, and.doe them exact-| 
ly, with conſcience, and} 


muſt give an account of all: 


| 
| 


_ 
_—_ —— em a tr 
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ts. 


ter thing-. Therefore letus 


to believe them, that they 
are ſo, that there are ſuch 
great things 3 and then up. 
on believing, the meditati- 
on of Yuch excellent things 
wall k&pe the ſoule in ſuch 
e,as1t will bee fit for 
any thing without defiling 
of it ſc]te. A man that hath 
firſt f21th, that theſe things 


| 


lareſ0: and then that hath 
{ faith exerciſed to thinke, 
land meditare what theſe 


thingsare, he may bee tur- 
ned looſe to any temptati- 
on whatſoeyer: For firſt of 
all, ifthere be any ſolicita- 
tionto any baſe ſin, what 
will he thinke? ſhall I 
for the pleaſures of ſin 
for a ſeaſon, if not loſe the 


J— — joyes 


oft thinke of this, and }a-| | 
| bour to have a ſpirit of faith 


| | 


CL Ir ELLE _ 
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\joyes of heaven and happt1- 


| ne{le, that eye hath wot ſeen, | 


&c. yet ſurely I ſhall loſe 
th: comfort and aflurance 
'of them. A man cannot 
enjoy the comfort of hea- 
ven upon earth , without 
ſelt-demiall, and mortifica- | 
tion : ſhall I loſe peace of 
conſcience, and joy in the 
holyGholt for theſe things? 
When Sathan comes with 
any bait, It us thinke hee 
comes to- rob us of better 
than hecan give: his bait 16 
ſome preſent pleaſure , or 
preferment,or contentment” 
here; but what dothhe take 
from us? that which eye 
| hath not ſcene, nor care heard, 
&c. Hee gives Adam an: 
Apple; and takes away Pa- 
radiſe : therefore in- all 


temptations conlider: not 


Fs WR 
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'ches, or contentment, or 


what he offers, but what we 

ſhall loſe; at leaſt the com- 
fort of what we ſhall loſe; 
we ſhall loſethe comfort of! 
heaven, and bring our| 
{elves to terrours ot con-! 
{cience. 
Religion 1snct ſo empty 

a thing, as that wee need to} 
be beholding to the Divell: 
for any - — , Or 11-| 


pleaſure. Hath God ſct up 
a profeſſion of Religion, 
and doe wee thinke that we 
mult bee beholding to his, 


and our enemy for any bale 
contentments 2 No 5 1t 15a 
diſparagment to 'our rcligi- 
on,; t9 our profeſlion and 
calling,and to ourLord and 
Maſter we ſerve, to thinke 
that hee will not o—_ 


<—_ 


richly for his; you ſee here 
BET": hi 


—___— 
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'he hath prepared things 
thateye hath not ſeene, Ec. 
And by this likwiſe wee 
may judge of the difference 
of excellencies, the diffe- 
[rence of degrees of excel- 
[lencies may bee fetched 
'from hence. The things 
that the eye can fee, they 
[may be excellent good 
[things but if the eye can 
{eethem, there1sno great 
matters 1inthem. The thing 
that the eare heares by re- 
/ports, are more than the eye 
ſees; wee may heare much 


| 


w2can hearethem,and con- 
ceive of them upon the 
hearing, they are no great 
matters- for the ſouk 1s lar- 


more than wee can heare 3 
the conceit is beyond light, 
anc 


that we never ſaw: yet It 


ger than they. We concelve- 
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| matter. but then the things 
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and hearing, if we cancon-| 


titude of any thing it isno 
great matter : for it is with- 


and apprehenſion of mans 
braine, it is no wondrous 


that are molt excellent of 


A——cA. 


| 
{know what wee can con- 
{ceive , and whatis beyond 


| wit of mancan conceive all 
| things under the hcavens- 


all.they are above (ight,and 
beholdinglnd hearing:and 
conceitte.that the ſoule can- 
not wholly compaſle , and 
reach-them , thoſe are the 
exccllent things of a!l. T he 
rule of excellencie is to 


our comprehenſion - T he 


All the knowledge we have 
comes within the braine of 


cerve the compalle, and la-| 


[in the reach, and module, 


man, the goyernment of| 
ſtates, 


CO y—_ 
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ſtates, and the hike. Oh! 
' but the things that God 
hath provided for his, ne- 
vercame wholly within the 
braine of man and there- 
fore they are the molt ex- 
|cellont. 


| And ſoby way of con-! 


traries for 1)ls, what are the 
greateſtills ? thoſe thatthe 
eye can fee, that wee can 
teele,and heare of,and con- 
'ceive ? Oh ! no, the grea- 
teſt 111s are thoſe torments 
[that never eye ſaw,that eare 
[never heard of, 1t 15to be 1n 
hell to know theſe things; 
they are beyond our con- 
celt, the worme that dies not, 
| fire unguenchable, the things 
labove our apprehenſion 
are the moft ternible things. 
It is not the gout, or the 


—.. —— 


and ( 


| 


| 


{tonezmen feel theſe things, | 
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and yet ſuffer them with 
ſome patience : - theſe are 
not the greatef ills, but 
thoſe ofanother work! that 
are reſerved for Gods ene-! 


thoſe that are reſerved for 
has friends. 

Therefore let us ks 
= of our underſtandinys 
in laying things together, 
and makeuſe of Guds dif! 


religion. Why doth God 
reveale theſe things in the 
word ? that wee ſhould oft] 
meditate of them, and ſtudy! 
them, that we may bee hea- 
venly minded - for there 
arenone that come to hea- 
ver, but they muſt have a 
taſte of theſe before hands 


thereare none evcr enjoy 


mies, asthe beſt things are 


 covery of the ſtate of Chri- 
{tianitie, the excellencies of 


| 


them. 
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ith them in perfection; when 1 
ire! the day of revelation. ſhall | 
ut | come (the Goſpell now 1s 
at/ | the time of revelation, but) 
e- | | the day of revelation 1s the | 
re! | time of judgement, then we | 
or Ef | ſhall wee be revealed what 
[we are. But in the meane 
ce | | time there 1s a revelation by 
s| | the ſpirit in ſome begin- 
r,| & | nings of theſe things,or.elſe| , 
-| & | we ſhall never come to have 
-| | [the perfection of them 1n 
f| Þ | heaven. If wee know not| 
1} | what peace, and joy, and 
comfort, and the commu- 
| nion of the Saints, and the | 


| [ 


change of nature is here in 
| lanCctification, wee ſhall ne- 
| | verknowin heaven the ful- 
| | filling of it. \/Þ 

And thoſe that have the 
firſt fruits here, if they bee 
na ſtate of growth , at 
| | 


TT 


| 


ey. | 


— 
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they deftre to grow better 
continually, they ſhall no 
; row come to the perfe- 

10n: for God will not loſe! 
his beginnings: where hee! 
givesearneſt, he will make 
{ upthe bargame. | 
Therefore Tet ys all that: 


things are by the revelation 
of the Spirit, let us be glad 


that hath begun, hee will 
ſurely make an ead. 
The affeQtion, and bent, 
and frame of ſoule due to 
theſe things is admiration, 
and not only ſimple hear-; 
ing. Ittheſe things in their 
beginnings here, be ſet out 
by words: of admiration; 
peace that paſleth under- 
ſtanding, and joy unfpeak-! 
able, and glorious:what af- 


] 


know a little what theſe! | 


of our portion : for God, 


 feCtio 


k 
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_ 
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feftion, and frame of Spirit 
1s ſutable tothe hearing of 
thoſe things that are kept 
for us in another world ? If 


'the Iight that wee are 


brought into bere bee ad- 
mirable, great, wee are 
brought out of darkneſle, 


8 [into admirable wonderfull 


light: Tfthelighr of grace 


[| bee {o wonderfull to a man 


that comes out of the ſtate 
of Nature, as it is indeed; a 
man comes out of a dampe 
into a wonderfull cleare 
light; what then is the light 
ofpglory 2 Therefore let us 
often thinkof it. T hoſe that 
are borne in a priſon, they 
heare | great talke of the 
light, and ofthe Sunne, of 
ſuch a glorious Creature 

but being borne in priſon 
they know not whatitis in 
| it 


OR ———__ 


—— 
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itſelfe - fo thoſe that arein 
the pnſon of Nature, they 
know not what the l;ghtof 
wracels : they heare talke 
of glorious things,and have 
coneeitsof them. And thole 
that here know not the: 
glory that hall beeatter,|| 
when they are revealed, 
that atie&ion that is dueto: 
them is admiration and 
wonderment.So God loved. 
the world, that he gavehs 
only begotten Sonne 3 and 
behold what love the Fa- 
ther hath ſhewed to us,that 
wee ſhould bee called the 
{onnes of God |! what love! 
he. could. not tell whatzit is 
ſo admirable, and to know 
the love of God that 1sa- 
bove all knowledge ! Who 
can comprehend the love 
| | of God,that gaye his ſonnes 
who 


— 
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who can comprehend the 
excellency of Chriſts gift ? 
the joyes of heaven by 
Chriſt , and the mſery of 
hell, from which weeare 
delivered,and redeemed by 
Chriſt £ Theſethmgs come 
from the Goſpell , and the 
ſpring from whence they 
come , 1s the Jarge, andin- 
finite, and incomprehen(i- 
ble love of God. And if1t 
bee {o, what affeCtion is an- 
{werable but admiration # 
Behold what love ! If God 
have ſo loved fleſh, and 
blood, poore duſt & aſhes3 
{oasto be heires of heaven, 
and of ſuch glory as eye 
{cesnot, nor cannot in' this 


world, nor eare heares not, 
nor hath entred into the 
heart ofman. till we come 


fully to poſſeſle them 3 Jet 


26. | 
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us labour to admire the 
love of God herein. _ 

And labour to know 
more and more our inher- 
tance, as we grow 1n yeares,, 
as children doe,they ſearch 
Into the greatmatters their! 
parents leave them,and the 
nearer they come to enjoy 
them, the more $kill they 
have to talke of them : fl 


ſhould wee, the more wee! 


grow in Chriſtianity, and 
1n knowledge,the more we 
ſhould bee inquifitive after 
thoſe great things that our 
father hath provided in 
another world : but togoe 
ON. 

How ſhall we know whe- 
ther theſe things be prepa- 
red for us or no? whether 
wee bee capable of theſe 
things or no? God hath 


pre- 


te ett. AM. 


| 
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prepared them,and he hath 
prepared them for thoſe 
[that love him3 but how: 
ſhall wee know that God 


us? 
| Ina word, whom God 


s A 


| 


hath prepared great mat- 


| tersfor, hee prepares them | 


for great matters 5 we may 
know by Gods preparing 
of us, whether he hath pre- 
pared for ns. God prepa- 
red Paradiſe before Adaw 
| wascreated : ſo God pre-| 
pares paradiſe , he prepares 
heaven before wee come! 
there; and wee may know 
that wee ſhall come to pol- 
| {efle that,if we be prepared 
forit, What preparation? 
[If we be prepared by a ſpi- 
[rit of ſandtificaticon, and 


hath prepared them for| 


—_— 


have holy deſires,and long- 
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ing after thoſe excellent 
things : for certainly there 
is preparation on both 
ſides. Itts prepared forus, 
and us forit; it is kept for 
us,and wee are kept for it: 
whom God keepes heaven 
for,he keeps them for hea- 
venina courſe of pietie and 
obedience. We may know 
it by Gods preparing of us, 
by loofing us from the 
world,and ſanftifying us to 
himſelfe. Thus a man may 
know whether thoſe great 
things bee prepared for 
him,or no. 

But the eſpecial] thing 


provided forus, or no, 15 
love. God bath prepared thim 


tofhis enemies: hee hath 
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to know whether they be| 


for them that love him : riot| 


prepared another place, 
| and 
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and other things for them, 
thoſe torments that eye hath 
not ſeent, nor eare heard, wor | 
bath entred into the heart of 
an, for thoſe 'that are'his 
enemies, that would 'not | 
come under his governs | 
ment : but theſe things are, 
= for thoſe that love | 

im. 
| Forthoſethat love him : 
eſpecially that love is all in 
all, in the diſpoſition of a 
holy man:al] graces are one: 
m the ſpring, which is love: 
they are ſeverall in the: 
branches, burthey are otic | 
1 the root. | 

Thus you have heard the | 
uſe we: are to make of this, 
that-there 15-a'reſervation | 
of i gtorious conditions for 
the people of GO D:; ({o | 
oreat,' that neither eze hath 

; ſeene, 


1 
of 


A 4! 


| 2 Veft. | 


| Some que 
ſtions an- 


ſwered for | 
explica- 
tio, 
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ſaene, Cc 
| But who bee the partie 
| that God hath prepared 
theſe things for? 
For them that love him. 
This 1s the fourth part 
the diſpoſition off the par-; 
ties for whom, for them the 
love him. 
Why not for thoſe that God, 
hath eleJed? Why dothhe 
not goe'to the root cf all? 
the great things that God 
hath prepared for thoſe 
that he hath choſen to fal- 
vation? No, that is out of 
our reach; hee would not! 
have us goe to heaven, but 
rather goe to our owne 
rts; wee muſt ſearch fer 
r election not above our! 
; but within our! 
ſelves. | 


— <0 m7, , > 


—y m—_ —t 


Irhy aoth be not ſay, to wt 
that 
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that believe in him 2 
Becauſe Faith is the radi- 


cal erace from whence the reſt 


—  — 


Anſw. 


| bring. 
iy Bud faich is 2 hidden 
grace many times, and the 
Apoſtles ſcope 1s to poynt| 
to ſuch a diſpoſition , that 
every one may know, that 
'more familiar. Somtimes 
ie faith is: hidden in the root, 
? and it is ſhewed in the 
d effect more than in it ſelfe, 
t in Love. A poore Chriſtian 
- thatis inthe ſtate of grace, 
M that layth, 0h! T cannot be= 
B /eve, aske him if hee love 
God:OQh, yes, he loves the 
preaching of the word, hee 
'} 'oves good people, and 
| 200d bookes, arid the like - 
'E when hee cannot diſcoycr 
MI bis faith, hee can his love 3 


Faith a 
hidden 
graces 


| therefore the holy Ghoſt 
| G ſe:s} 


; 
_-— — A— 


1 | 


| 220 þ 


| 
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ſets 1t ou by the moret 
miliar ifpolition , bylo 
rather than faith. 

Why doth Thee not ſay, F 
thoſe that God loves? Gu 
love 3s the cauſe of our love. 

Becauſe Gods love isma 
nifeſted more familiarlyt 
our love to him : for th 
15alwaies ſuppoſed; where 
ſoever there te love to God 
and good things, there v 
Gods love firſt. For our low! 
to God 1s but a reflex1ondl 
that love hee beares to us: 
Firſt, hee ſhines on us, and| 
then the beames of ow! 


' 


t 
[ 
| 
| 
| 


[love reflett upon hin 
| therefore hee need not (ay 


whom God loves (though 
thatbethe cauſe of all) but! 


who love God , and know 


thereby that hee loves 
them. 
But 


J—_— 
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But why for them that love 4 9meſt. 
him, more than for any other | 
thing Ly | | 
Becauſe all can love, | jw. 
therefore hee ſets downe | 
this affection : there is no; 
man living, not the pooreſt | 
Lazar in the world, that 
hath a heart, and affections, ! 
but he can love. He doth 
not ſay, that are prepared | 
for this great Chriltian,and 


that learned Rabbrz no, but! For whom 


: theſe are 
tor all that love him, bee | ,cepared. 


they poore or rich, great or | 
{mall, all thoſe that love 

him. Therefore hee ets 
| down that to cut off all ex- 
Wl cules : yea, andall that love 
MI him, bee they never ſo ma- 
ny, axe ſure to have thetc | 


| love hips. 
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To come therefore t 
ſome obſervations. T he firſt 
enerall thing 1 hat 

God dith quale all thoſe in 
thzs world, that + epa 
red heaven and happineſje for 
in another wo: ld. | 

T he cauſe of it is his free] 
love : but 1* you acke mee 
what qualification the per-| 
{ons muſt have ? They are 
ſuch as love him. This *' 
not the proper cauſe why, but! 
the qualification of the per- 
ſons jor whom theſe things are. 
There muſtbee an inward! 
di{polition” and qualitica-! 
tion, before wee come to 
heaven : all thoſe that hope! 
for heaven without pre- 


{umption,  nfhiſt hgve this| 
qualification. ult bee} 
ſuch as love hint. 


| 


revealed by the G ſpell. 
Why# 
| The Scripture is plaine, 
1.No wncleane thing ſhall en- 
'ter into heaven : No whore- 
monger,or drunkard,or fil- 
thy perſon - bee not decei- 
ved ſayth the Apoſtle, you 
thu ke God 1s mercifal,and 
Chriſt died,&c. but neither 
ſuch, nor ſuch as you are, 


Fi(and your conſciences tell 


you {0)ſhall ever enter into 


[heaven. We muſt not think 


to come @ reno in calum 


lin,into heaven : there 15 no 
ſuch ſudden getting into 


an alteration of our diſpo- 
ſ{itions, wrought by the Spi- 
rit of God, fitting us for 
heaven. 


Le "| 4 


2. Another is that that I 


out of the mire and dirt of 


heavens but there mn(t be 


touched before,that heaver | 


G 3 and 


Nogerting | 
to heavcn, | 


withour 
change of 


Our NA* 


TL Ch. 


—_— 
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and earth differ but in d+- 
grees: therefore what js there 
in perfedion, muſt be begun 
here. 

Then againe thirdly, x 
3s inepoſſabl» for a man 1f hebe 
not truly altered, to defirear 
wiſh heaven as it 3s holy. He 
may wiſh for it under the 
notion of a Kingdome, of 
pleaſure, and the like - but 
as heaven containes a ſtate 
of perfe& holineſle , and 
freedome from ſinne, hee 


| ; x 
[cares not for it. A man|ri 


that 1s out of reliſh with 
heavenly things, and can} 
taſte onely his baſe Jnnes 
whereon his affectic 

ſet and exerciſed , cariot 
relliſh heaven it ſelfe. AV 
common baſe ſinner , bl 
deſires are notthere. T here 


muſt bee ſome proportion 
| propo be 


_—— 
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w_ 


between the thing delired, 
and the deſire 3 but here 1s 
none, hee 15 not fit for that 
place, being an unholy 
wretch. | 

Therefore hs own heart 
tells him, I had rather have 
his pleaſure and honour 
that my heart ſtands to, 
than to have heaven, while 
hee 1s in that frame of de- 
lire : therefore there is no 
man that can defire hea- 
ven, that 1s not diſpoſed a- 
right to heaven before- 
begtles love dunghils bet- 
ter than oyntments, and 
{wine love mud better than 
agaraen; they are intherr 
element in theſe things: {0 
take a ſwiniſh baſe crea- 
[fure, he loves to wallow 1n | A carnall 
this world - tell him of hea- wks | 
ven, hee hath no eyes to ſee heavens | 

G. 4 It. | 


| 


*. DJ 
& 1? 
" 


and the like reſpects, of ne- 


poſition wrought before 


Ul 
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it, nocares to heare it, ex- 
cept hee may have that in 
hcaven.that his heart ſtands 
too (which hee ſhall never 
have) he hath no deſire of 
heaven. Therfore in theſe, 


ceſſitie there muſt be a dil- 


wce come there. Theſe 
things are prepared for 
thoſe that /ove God. 

Tf this beſo, let us not feed 
our ſelves with vaine hopes : 
there are none of us, but we 
deſire,at leaſt whe pretend 
that we deſire heaven; but 
molt men conceive it onely 
as a place free from trou- 
ble and annoyance , and 
there are goodly things 
they heare of, kingdomes, 
crownes, and the like ; but | 


| Except thou have a holy,| 


gra” 


. kn. Ann oo. 
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hope,but it is not this hope: 
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oracious heart, and defir-ſt 
heaven that thou mayelt be 
free from ſ11ne;and to have 
[communion with Chriſt , 
and his Saints, to have the 
image of God, the divine 


art an hypocrite, thou car- 
rieſt a preſumptuous con» 


ceit of theſe things, thy 


a falſe hope. Every one that 
bath this hope, purgeth hin= 
ſelſe : Every one, hee ex- 


defile thy ſelfe, and live in 
[inful courſes, and haſtthou 
this hope? Thou haſt a 


for every one that hath this 


hope, purgeth himſclfe. 


peace, and pleaſure, and 


nature perfect in thee, thou | h 


hope will delude thee, it 15| 


clades none. Doeſt thou! 


0,no,how ever in time of | - 


contentment that God fol- 
G 5 lowes 


Take heed} 


of yaine 


UPC 


ES | 


—— __ 


Greatneſſe 
nor hos 
can pacific 
conlcience 
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lowes thee with in this 
world, thou haſt a vaine 
hope; yetina little trouble, 
or ſickneſle, &c. thy owne 
conſcience will tell thee 
another place 1s provided 
| for thee,a place of torment, 
that xeithey eye hath ſeene.nor 
eare heard, nor hath entred 
into the heart of man to con- 
ceivethe miſery of it. T here 
15 not the greateſt man h+ 
vying, when hee 1s troubled, 
1fhebea ſinfull man.whoſe 
greatneſle can content him: 
all his honour, and friends, 
cannot pacifie that poore 
conſcience of his 3 but 
Death, the King of Feares, 
wil affright him : he thinks, 
| I have ſome trouble in this 
world, but there is work: 
that remaines, things that 
m7 1s Got able to concelve 


revealed by the Goſpel 
of. Let us not therfore de- 


lude our ſelves,-there is no- 
thing will ſtand out but the 


a change wrought by the 
Spirit of God then wee 
may without preſumption, 
hope for the good things 
_—_ neither eye hath ſecne, 
Cc: 
Againe, we ſce inthe ſe- 
cqpd place, Gods mercie to 
#Þhe qualification is within 


to know what our evidence is. 
Sathan abuſcth many poore 
Chriſtians; oh, I amnot cle- 
(ted, am not the Childe of 
God. Whither goeſtthon 
man? doeſt thou breake in- 
to heaven? when thou car- 
neſt a ſoule in thy; breaſt, 
and in that ſoule the afte- 


new creature, that we finde | 


| 


(| 


2 Ve 


the evi- 


at we greed not goe farre | qeaces, 


ion of love,. how. is that 


vu 


(2 
, ferF 


Look with- 
in thee for|þ + 


\ .% 
CIA 
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Looke to | 
thy affeRi- 
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ſet? whither is thy love car- 
ried, and thy delight, and 
joy, thoſe afteftons that 
| ſpring from love? Thy evi- 
dence 1s 1nthine own heart, 
our- title 1s by faith in 
Chriſt 3 his righteouſneſle 
eo us title to heaven: 

ut how knoweſt thou that 
thou pretendeſt a juſt title ? 
Thou haſt the evidence in 
thy heart. What isthe bent. 
of thy ſoule ? whither is the 
poynt of it ſet? which way 
goes that? doeſt thou love 
God,and divine things,and 
celightin them ? then thou 
mayſt aflure thy ſclfe that 
thoſe things belong to thee, 
as verily as the Scriptures 
are the word of God, and 
God a God of truth. When 
thou findeſt the love of 
God in thy heart, that thy 


heart, 


— 


eee. LS —_ 


A 
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heart 15 taught by his Spirit 
to love him, then ſurely 
thou mayſt ſay, Oh, bleſſed 

be God - us bath kindled 


| 


this holy fire in my heart. 


{Now I know that either 


ee hathſeene, nor eare heard, 
nor hath entred into the 
heart of man.thoſe ex 
cellent things that 
are layd up 
for me- 


| 


The end of the ſecond 


Sermons 
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The third Sermon. 


1.COR. 2.9, 
Fye hath not ſcene, &c. 
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_ why the 
princes of this world, (not 
onely the great men, that 
oft-times are not the grea- 
teſt Clerkes, but the Jear- 
bed mcn. of the world, 


as we heard | 
My before, g1VeES | ſome for- | 
a reaſon in ma! 


| 


Piin- | 


LO IS 


A briefere-] 


Capitula» 


tion of 


wit 


F 


— 


; ings 


theſe words, jon. 
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bore with himfelfe m heaven, a 


— 
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Princes for knowledge) 
why they were ignorant of 
the myſteries of the Gol- 
pell. 

Now the fourth is the 
diſpolition of thoſe for 
| whom he doth all this, the 
ualitie hee infuſeth into 
them 3 they are ſuch as love! 
hin. 

1. He hath prepared them 

before all eternirie, he pre 
pared happineſle for us be- 
fore we were; nay, before 
the world was. As hee pre- 
|pared for Adam a Paradiſe 

boſons he was; hee created 
him,and then brought him 
into Paradiſe : fo Fee pre- 
pared for us a kingdome 


bletied eſtate before: wee 

were: Le. im election, bes 

| fore the heavens were. And| 
the 


I 
hl 


C—— 
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thenin creation, hee prepa- 
[pared the bleſſed place of 
| the happy ſoules of happy 
perſons | hereafter , where 
he himſelfe 18 ; he prepared 
it for himſelfe. wal. for all 
thoſe that he meanes to ſet 
his love upon from the be- 
ginning to the end. 

And then ſecondly, hee 
prepared them more effe- 
(vally in time,he prepared 
theſe things when Chrilt 
came in the fleſh, and 
wrought all things for us, 
in whom we have all. Of 
theſe things thus prepared, 
he ſayth, Eye hath not ſeene, 
nor eare heard them, e*c. In 
what ſence tis meant , wee 
\ [heard before. -Now take 
the whole of the matter,the 
meaning is, the matters of 
grace, the kingdome of grace, | 

| an 


— — at. 


n Wy 
7 > 
© 
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'how to reconcile Hyſtice and 


aud the Kingdome of Glory, 
they are but one. For (to 
adde this by the way) the 
kingdome of heaven in the 
Goſpell, includes three 
thing-. | 
Firſt, the doctrine of the 
Goſpell, the publiſhing of 
It. 
And then ſecondly, grace 
by that doctrine. 
And thirdly, glory upon 
grace,the coaſummation of 
all. 
| So the myſteries of fal- 
vation, ts firſt the doctrine 
Ir ſelfe,that is the firſt de- 
gree of the kingdome. The 
doctrine it ſelfe is a myſteric 
to all thoſe that never 
heard of it - for what crea- 
|ture .could ever conceive 


|Mercie, by deviſing ſuch. a] . 
| way, 


© - -—_— — = — 


way,as for God to become 
Man, to reconcile God and 
man together ? that Fmrma- 
nucl, hee that 1s God with ws, 
ſhould make God and us 
one in love : this could bee 
no more thought of, than 
Adam could thinke of him- 
ſc]fe to bee made a man, 
when hee was duſt of the 
earth. Could man when 
(he was Took then duſt, in 
a loſt damned eſtate, think 
of redemption? Itis impoſ- 
ible fora man that cannot 
'F1! the forme , and the 
eq uinteflence, that cannot 
enter intothe depth of the 
flowers, or the graſle that 
hee tramples on with his 
feet, that hee ſhould have 
the wit to enter into the 


'deepe things of God, that 


have been concealed :even 


| revealed by the Goſpel. 4 
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from the Angels them- 
ſelves, till God diſcover 
them. I adde this,to illu- 
ſtrate what I ſayd before: 
therefore the dottrine it 
{clte, till God diſcover it 
out of his owne breaſt,was 
concealed to the Angels 
themſelves; and ſince the 
diſcovery,they are ſtudents 
init, and luoke and pry in-| 
to it. But where the do- 
&rine 15 no myſterie, but 1s 
diſcovered: there the ap- 
plication, and fpiritual! un- 
derſt.nding, to thoſe that 
have not the light of the 
Spirit, is ſuch a thing, as eye 
hath not ſeene,nor eare heard; 
and thertore we mult have 
a new light, anew eye, a 
new eare, and a newheart, 


b: fore wee can apprehend 
the Goſpell,though we- un- 


th. 


— 


derſtand| 


man, by ſome poore, weake 


' | that whin wee would under- 


LE I 


- 
_—_— 
Ro 
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derftand 1t for the literall 
ruth. As forthe things of 
glory, wee have no conceit 
of them fully, but by a 
glimpſe, and weak appre- 
Lofoah as a childe- con- 
ceives of the things of a 


reſemblances. As St. Pax; 
ſayth, 1her I was a childe, I 
| ſpake as a childe,T thought as 4 
childe : fo when we are now 
children, in comparifon of 
that perfect eſtate wee ſhall 
attaine m heaven, we think 
and ſpeake as children, of 
theſe holy and' | heavenly 
things that ſhall be accom- 
'pliſhed m another world. | 
And*obſerve this too, 


| hand any thing of beaven,and 
ee any thine, jay, Tis x not 


ſee 


= Oe LY 


that happineſſe T look for; T can | 
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(ſee this, but that is notto be 


| 


i 


1 Wee account it a 


-— et, 


ſeene. And when we heare 


[of any thing that is excel- 


lent, I can heare this, it is 
not my happineſle : and 
when we comprehend any 
thing , I can comprehend 
this, therefore it is not rhe 
happineſle I looke for : but 


thoſe things that are above. 
my comprehenſion,that are 


unutterable, andunexprel(- 
ſible. 


Moreover, Let ws bee ſtir- 


red up to thinke it a baſe thing 
for a Chriſtian to loſe the 


wrance hee hath 


—_ and 
of theſe things 


arty earthly thing whatſocucr- 
poore 
thing of Eſax, to ſell his 
Birth-right fora meſle of 
pottage. And we all ſmart 


— — 
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for Adams ill bargaine that 
hee made, to fell paradile | 
foran Apple. And ,it wasa 
curſed ſale that 7wdas made, | 
that' fold Chriſt himſfelte | 
for 30 pieces of lilver:ſure-! 
ly it is that that every car- 
nall man doth, and howſo- 
ever wee cannct loſe hea- 
ven, yet it ſhould be our in-| 
deavour to enjoy heaven 
upon earth, to enjoy the aſ- 
ſurance of this condition. 
When we doe any thing to 
(weaken our aflurance, 'and 
to weaken our comfort, 
what do. we but with Adam 
lole heaven for an Apple , | 
[and with ,Eſax, part with| 
our birth-right, as much as | 
the aſlurance, and comfort 
Of it is, for a mefle of pot- 
tage ? Therefore let us ac- 
Cunt it a baſe thing to bee 
oVeEr- | 


——_— 


Cm. 


PI EEE 


" I494 | 
; 

lt isa baſe 
thing ro be 
too m\.ch 
in love 
with any 
eruthly 
ch.ng. 


| ther good or bad, as farre 


15a thing out of our reach 
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overmuch in love with any 
earthly thing, whereby we 
may weaken , though wee 
could loſe the comfort, and 
aflurance of this happy 
condition, which is ſo tran- 
{cendent. All wicked men, 
and indeed all men, whe- 


as they fall into ſinne, are 
tooles;the Scripture termes 
them ſo. There is none 
wiſe indeed bur the true! 
Chriſtian, and that Chriſti-| 
an that preſerves the lence|ſ 
and feeling, and aſſurance 
of his happy conditi 


For na that love bim. | tr) 
The diſpolition of the/ mc 


parties 1s, they are ſuch as of 
love God. He ſayth not,ſuch|[[ha 
as are eleGted, becauſe that|Ior 


to know; but by going up-! 


_ward, 


, — reveaed by the Goſpel. 


[muſt warme them firſt. 


commands all other things 
therefore hee names that a- 


Rs — — 


ward, by going backward, 
to goe from our grace to 


toelection, Nor ſuch as 
believe, becauſe that 18 le fle 
[diſcernable than love. Nor 
the love of God to uss for 
'thatis ſuppoſed when wee 
love him; our hearts being 
cold,they cannot be warme 
1nlovetohim, but his love 


Love 1s ſuch an affeQion as 


boveall. And love is ſuch 
a thing as every one may 
try himſelf by:if he had na- 
medeither giving, or doing, 
of this or that, men might 
have ſayd, I cannot'doe It, 
or I cannot part with itzbut 
when he names love, there 


our calling; & from thence, | 


one but they may love- 


| 


Try thy | 
ſelke by 1 
thy love» 


| ©24. 
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| on there with Chriſt, and 
| thoſe bleſſed ſoules} with 


| love - ournatures mnt bee! 
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The poynt conlidered was, 
at 

There mnt be a qualificati» 
thoſe that heaven is pros 
ed for. | 
They muſt bee ſuch as 
love God, ſuch as are alte- 
red and changed, and fan- 
tified to love him3Becauſe 
no uncleane thing ſhall en- 
ter in thither 3 Becauſe wee 
cannot ſo much as deſire 
heaven without a change; 
we cannot have communt- 


on 


out likeneſle ) to: them; 
which muſt be by a ſpiritol] 


altered ; Therefore it 1s 2 
vaine preſumption for any| 
main to thinke of -heaven,| 
unlefle he finde his diſpol#| 
tion altered. 'For , wee /muj! 


real 


| ny glorious things in hea- 
| #0r Care. ever, heard, 


—_— 


A 
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heaven, by our diſþo 
on earth. The Apoſtle Pe- 


Teſus Chriſt, that bath begot= 
tenus to a lively hope of ain in- 
herflance immortall,, and un- 
defiled reſerved in heaven. $0 
that the inheritance in hea» 
ven, wee are begotten to it, 
wee.mult be new borne, we 


fore wee can inherit it, hee 
hath begatten ws to an inheri- 
tance, ipumortall, ec. Hee 
that is. not; 1a childe, may not 


caſe there bee never fo ma- 


ven,that eye hath never ſeene, 
Co if 


muſthave a new: birth be-' 


ter ſayth,1 Pet. 1. Bleſſed bee | 
God, the Father of our Lord 


| 


read our eternal condition in ; Wee nay 


ftion #Þ- | yen wo bee 


| 


| 


thinkgof ata inheritance. Pat} 


| 
Þ 


our names be;ngtin Chriits 
will,that weare not his;and | 


142 prove 
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hcea- 


the 4 
e di 

Gdonof 1 
our heart 
I Pctls | 


——. 
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 Ined there? 


———_— 
_—. 


rove our {elves to be his, 
y the alteration of our diſ- 
poſttions,what are all thoſe 
good things to us, when 
our names are not contal- 


It is called a hope of life, a 
lively hopes wh cr 
hath-this hope , purgeth him- 
ſelfe,ut makes him vigorous 
and aCtive'in good : if his 
hope of life- make him not 
lively, he hath no hope of 
life at all. Therefore thoſe 
that will looke for heaven, 


by «falſe confidences+ let 


have altered their hearts, 
that the worke of grace be 


enemies, for 'blaſphemers,' 


that Sathan abuſe them not | 
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| 


them Jooke whether/God| 


wrought in ſome- meaſure. | 
For God hath tot ordained | 
theſe great-'things for his| 


—o— —_—_ i 


___that] 
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that take Gods name in 
yaine;that rum an mn courſes 
contrary \ to his , will, and 
word, that live in ſinnes a- 
gainſt-the light of nature z 
do youthinke he hath pro- 
vided theſe great matters 
for them? he hath another | 
place for them. Therefore 
let us not be abuſed by our 
owne falſe hearts,to thinke 
of ſuch a happy condition: 
unletle we fincle our ſelves 
changed,unletlc we be.new 
borne, we {hall never enter 
into heaven. 

Lord, Lord,ſay they, Chriſt 
brings them in pleading o, 
 Lord,, Lord; not that they 
ſhall ſay ſo then, that 1s not 
the meaning: but now they 
cheriſh ſuch a: confidence 3 


| 


Oh, we can ſpeake well,and 


we can pray wel, Lord,Lord- 
H. 3 Oh, 


Rs. _—_—_ 


—_— 
_—— 


| 


| ——God' hath prepared for 
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Oh, thou vaine confident 
perſon, thy confeſſion, and 
profeſſion, Lord, Lord, ſhall 
'doethee no'good. I will 
not ſo much as owne thee, 
Amway hence thou worker of 
iniquitie,thy heart tels thee, 
thou liveſt 1n ſinnes againſt 
conlicience; away,avaunt, I 
will none of thee. Godin 
mercle to us will have the 
triall of the truth of our 
evidence in us. The ground 
of all our ſalvation is his 
grace, his free favour, and 
mercie, in his owne heart; 
but we cannot goe thither, 
he would have us to ſearch 


within our ſelves, and there 
we ſhall finde Love. 


thoſe that love hime. 
In particular therefore, 
Thoſe that God hath, provided 


——- 


RAR * 


—_— 


LE—— 


o excellent things for,they are 
ſuch as love him. T hey are 
ſuch firſt of all that are be- 
loved of himz and ſhew 
that they are beloved. of 
him, by their loFe to him. 
Therfote when the Papilts 
meet with ſuch- phraſes, 
they think of merit:he hath 
provided heaven for them 
that love him , and ſhew 
their love in good workes.' 
But we muſt know, that this 


| 
| 
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15.not brought in-asa canſe 
why, butas a qualification 
of the perſons whoz who 
{hall inherit heaven, and 
who ſhall have: theſe great 
things? It is idle- for them 
fothinke, that theſe things 
are prepared for thoſe", 
whom God foreſees would 
doe fuch and ſuch - good 
workes : it is as if we ſhould 
H 4 thinke 


| 


F 
Merit cor- | | 


fured- 


A——Atr_. 
— 


| 


_— 
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thinke hee hath provided 
theſe happy things for 
{thoſe that are his enemies 
For how could he look for 
love from us in a ſtate of 
corruption , when the belt 
thing in us was enmitie to 
him? Is it not a vaine 
thing 
| from darknefle? to look for 
love from enmity and ha 
tred? therefore how could 
God, foreſee any thing in 
us, when he could fee no- 
thing but enmity and dark- 
neſle in our diſpolitions by 
nature £ 

And then(as we ſhall ſee 
afterward) this love in us, 
it muſt bee with all our 
eart, and ſoule, and might, 
It 1s required and comman- 
ded; and when wee doe all 
this, wee doe but what wee 


to: Jooke for light 


are 
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are bound to doe. But they 
abuſe ſuch places upon fo 
(ſhallow groundRhat indeed 
it deſerves not ſo much as 
to be mentioned. 

To come then to the 
poynt it ſelfe , the diſpoſi- 
tien of thaſe that ſhal come 
to heaven then,is,they muſt 
be ſuch as love God. Now 
hee names this, becauſe 
theſe two goe alwayes to- 
gether ; there goes ſome- 
what of ours together with 
ſomewhat of Gods to wit- 


There goes our choyce of 
God,with his chuſing of us 
our knowing of God, with 
his knowledge of ys; our 


to us 2. therefore becauſe 
theſe are ſo connexed, and 
knit together, hee takes the 

H 5 One 


neſle to us what God doth.. 


love to him, with his love 


| 220 


—— "TAY —_— 


8 
f &. 


154 | HIDDEN SECRETS © 


——————————— 


————— 


one for the other; - and:to 
make it familiar to us, hee' 
takes that which is moſt fa- 
mihiar to us, our love to 
him. 

Now hee names this a- 
bove all ' other affeftions:; 
becauſe love is the com- 
manding aftection of the 
ſoule, it 1s that affection 
that rules all other affecti- 
ons. hatred, and anger, and 
joy,and delight, and delire;} 
they all ſpring from love : 
& bel all duties ſpring 
from love both to God and 
man,therefore both Tables 
are included in love. And; 
when the Apoſtle would 
{ct downe the qualification 
of thoſe that {ſhall enjoy 
theſe things,he ſayth, they 
are for thoſe that love him 
Becauſe it ſtirres upto all 


+ Jutic) 


_— —_— 


—— 
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23 
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dutie, and addes a {weet 
qualification to every duty, 
and makes it acceptable, 
and to relliſh with God 3 


from love, to bee accep- 
ted. 

| Allduties toman, ſpring 
from love to mans and love 
[toman from love to God: 


1t15the affection that ſtirres | 


up the dutie, and ſtirres up 
(the affection fit for the du- 
tie: it {tirresup todoe the 
thing,and todo allin love. 
Whatſoever wee doe to 
|God,or man, it muſt bee 1n 
love; all that God doth to 
us,it is in love, hee chuſeth 
us 1n love, and doth every 
thing in love 3 and all that 
wee doe to God, it muſt be 
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ſtirres up to doe, and qualt- 
hes the actions that come ; 
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mn 1lovye. T hertore he names | 
| no 
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no other afteftion but this, 
becaule't 15 the ground,the 
E&rſt borne atfeion of the 
ſoule : Therefore Chrit 


| 


dement to love God; it is the 
great commanding com- 
mandement, that com- 
mands all other dutics 
whatſcever, it is the firli 
wheele that turnes the 
whole ſoule about. 

Againe,it is ſuch an affe* 
 Ctton as cannot bee diflem- 
bled : a man may paint fire, 
but hee cannot paint heat; 
a man may 'diffemble att, 


ons inrelipgion, but he cat»; 


| | 
the very beſt affeQtion of 


not affections > love -15 


trath': aman may counier- 


rerfeit aCtions; but there is 


none that can loye but the 


'childe of God. God hb 


pre 
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prepared theſe things for thoſe 
that love him. 

Then againe » without 
this, allthat we doe is no- 
thing, and wee are nothing: 


emptie Cymball : whatſoe- 
ver wedoe1snothing ; all is 
emptie without love. My 
| ſonne, give me thy heart, that 
15it thou wilt give mee any 
thing, give mee thy affeQti- 
ons, or Elſe they are {tll- 
borne aCtions, that haye no 
life in them. If wee doe a- 
ny thing to God, and doe it 
not in love, hee-regards it 
not; that is the reaſon why 
hee mentions love in ſtead 
ofall: It is ſoſweet an afte- | 
ion, and ſo eafie, what 1s 
more eaſie than to love # It 
1scomfortable tous to con- 


wee are nothing but an| 


| 
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Our aA | 
ens are 
bur fill- 
born with. 
out affe, 
Riens. 


ſider that God hath made 


een 


this 
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Becaule it ſtirres upto all 
ſk | durie, 
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one for the other; - and-to! 
make it familiar to us, hee' 
takes that which is moſt fa- 
miliar to us, our love to 
him. 

| Nowhee names thisa- 
bove all other affections;| 
becauſe love is the com- 
manding affection of the 
ſoule, it 1s that affection 
that rules all other affte&t- 
ons. hatred, and anger, and 
joy,and delight, and delire;) 
they all ſpring from love: 
& Heat all duties {pring 
from love both to God and 
man.,therefore both Tables 
are included in love. And, 


: 


{et downe the qualification 
of thoſe that thall enjoy 
theſe things,he ſayth, the) 
are for thoſe that love him- 


| 


—_— 


—_ 
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dutie, and addes a ſweet 
qualification to every duty, 
and makes it acceptable, 
and to _relliſh with -God 3 it 
ſtirres up to doe, and quali- 
hes the actions that. come 
—_ love, to bee accep- 
ted. 

All duties to man, ſpring 
from love to manz and love 
toman from love to Gad : 
1t1s the affection that ſtirres 
up the dutie, and ſtirres up 
the affection fit for the du- 


tie : it ſtirres up to doe the| 


thing,and todo allin'love. 
Whatſoever wee doe: to 
God,or man, it muſt bee 1n 
love; all that God doth to 


us in love, and doth every 
thing in love 3 and all that 
wee doe to God, it muſt be 


n loye.. Therfore he names | 
| no 


— 


us,it is in love, hee chuſeth | 
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but hee cannot 
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no other affection but this 
becauſe 't 13 the ground,the 
Erſt borne affeRion of the 


ſoule : Therefore © Chriſt! 


ſayth, it 18 the great comman- 
dement to love God it is the 
great commanding com- 
mandement, that com- 


whatſcever, it is the firll 

wheele that turnes the 

whole ſoule abour. 
Againe,it is ſuch an affe! 


ctzon as cannot bee diflem- 
bled : a man may paint tire, 
paint heat; 
a man may 'diffemble act 


ons1nreligion, but he car» 


not affections 2 love 5 


the very beſt affettion of: 
trath: aman may counier- 
terfeit aCtionsz but there is 
none that ca-Jove but the 


| childe of God. God hab 
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| prepared theſe things for thoſe 


that love hims- 

Then againe » without 
this, allthat we doe is no- 
thing, and wee are nothing: 


emptie Cymball : whatſoe- 
ver we doe 15nothing ; all is 
emptie without love. My 
ſonne, give me thy heart, that 
15it thou wilt give mee any 
thing, give mee thy affeti- 
ons, or Elſe they are {txl- 
borne-aCtions, that have no 
life in them. It wee doe a- 
ny thing to God, and doe it 
not in love, hee-regards it 
not; that is the reaſon why 
hee mentions love in ſtead 
ofall: It is ſoſweet an afte- | 
tion, and ſo eafie, what1s | 
more eaſie than to love # It} 
1scomfortable tous to con- 


wee are nothing but an | 
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this a qualification of thoſe 
| || that hee brings to heaven, 
| they are ſuch as love him. 
But why doth he ſet down 
ary qualification at all, and| 
not ſay,for Chriſtians f 
F | Becauſe profeſſion mult 
have canine when God| Ill | 
{ſets down a profeſſor of re-| Il | 
3 ligion, hee fets him downe 
[1 by ſomeeharaCter that ſhall 
| diſcover himtobe as hee is| | 
| termed. How doeſt. thon|Þ | 
| know thou art good?Doelt 
thou love God? or call up- 
| on God? as it is in other 
[places, To all thoſe that call 
por his name. To let us| 
know, that religion and ho- 
lineſle 1s a matter of power,| || | 
Wouldſt thou know what 
thou art .in religion? Doelt 
thou love God 2? orcallup- 
on God 8 


—_— 


| - It isnotto.; be tolerated, 
to be Chriſtians, to-profeſle 


muſt bee ſuch, as from the 
| heart root axe good, ſuch as 
love God. '. if 

| Therefore darke di(- 
putes of election & prede- 
| ſtination, at the firſt eſpect- 
ally,letthem go : how ſtan- 
deſt thou affeted: to God, 
land to good things? look to 
thy heart, whether God have 
taught it to love or no, and 
to re]J{h heavenly things : 
if he hath, thy ſtate 1s 
good;and then thou-mayelt 
aſcend to thoſe great mat- 
ters of predeſtination, and 
election:but begin not with 
| thoſe,but goe firſt to thine 
 owne heart, and' then tO 
thoſe deep myſteries after- 
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as Denrgs : oh noz-but they | 
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ward.:If a man love God, | 
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| 


| hee may! looke bick to'ele- 


|God.” Whatitis to love, 
|weneed not bee taught, for 
[all metiknow it *well '&- 
nough 3 it is better knowne| 
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Ction, and forward to glo- 
rification;to the things that 
Fa hath not ſeene, nor eare 
ard;ec. But ſee firſt what 
God hath wrought in thy 
heart, what affeC&tion to 
heavenly things; & thence 
from thy affections to goe 
backward to election, and 
forward to plorification , 
there 1s no danger in it. 
To come therfore to ex- 
preſle more prey 
this affection of love, whic 
is the diſpeſition that God 
requires and workes in all 
thoſe that hee intends on 


vento. Let us! ſearch int 
the nature of this love to 


mr-r 
ll 


5 _ — 
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indeed by the affection, 
than by diſcourſe;whotat 18 
tolove, is knowne by thoſe 
that love, better than by a- 
ny books or treatiſes what- 
ſoever: for it is the affteCti- 
on that is in all men. Na- 
turall love, it is in thoſe 
that have no grace at all, 
and civill love,in thoſe that 
are evill men. They know 
what it is to love, by reaſon 
of that wilde fire, that car- 
nall-love that is in them, 
that tranſports' them. - A 


man may ſee the nature of 
!tinthoſe, as well as ina- 
ny : for ſet alide the extra- 
vagant nature of it, in ſuch 
kinde of perſons, we may 
lee thenature of it : there- 
fore I wil not meddle with 
that poynt, it is needleſle. 
I come therefore 'to this 


love 


| T61 | 


— — 


| OT 


_— 


| 


| HIDDEN SECReTs 


love of God, to ſhew how| fl}; 
this —_— - e's 
_ e caried in the right|=G 
| chanel toGod the ek ef 
_- of it, who onely can make lg 
by os of hine. O-\ lth 
es things by loving of m: 
{them,they ck us worſe,f| of 
they bee worſe than our 1g, 
ſelves : for ſuch as we love,| ly} 
| ſuch we are. Indeed our un-|yc 
— make us not] fo; 
Igood or,yll, - but our love] Blof 
 |doth-By foving God,&hea-|Fof 
[venly things, wee become] ſor 
good - our affections ſhew| no 
what we are 1m religion. eal 
-\ Fhere bee fouret ings | Bloy 
this tweet affection, in true| Em 
naturall love. . © 'Wtha 
There is an-eſtimation &| Nbet 
valuing of ſome good thing,| | fr 
eſpecially when the love is| isa 
to.a better, when. it is 4 tha 
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between equals. Now there 
isa great diſtance betweene 
God! and us. There is a high 
eſteeme in' common' love, 
love will not ſtoopeto no- 
thing: there cannot be love 
maintained, but upon fight 
of a ſuppoſed excellencie : 
love will not ſtoope, but 
where it ſees- ſomewhat 
worth the valuing : there- 
fore there 15a high eſteeme 
of ſomewhat as the ſpring 
of it. And that'is the rea- 
ſon that wee ſay a man can- 
not bee wiſe, and love, 1n 
earthly things : becauſe 


love will make'a' man'' too| 


much to: value thoſe _ 
$ 


|Fthat hee chat apprehen 


better would not. © / 
Inthe ſecond place, there 
5adefireto bejoynedtont, 
that we cal the deftre 9f union 


In: 


ee 


| 


i 


| 
| 


| 
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Inthe third place, upon b 

I union, atid-joyning to it, {| 

E | there is a reſting, a compla-ſ c 

cencie,and contentment in|{j}, 

| the thing to which wee areſſ, 

united : for what is happi-|, 

neſſe it ſelfe , but fully tf, 

enjoy what we love ? when|ſ|}, 

we love upon judgement, || 

and a right eſteeme, toer|f| 

| joy, that is happinelle, and)} 
contentment indeed. 

In the fourth place,where'ſ] 
this true affection is; there] (; 
i5sa deſire of contentmeit!] : 

| to the party loved,to pleaſelſſc 

him, to approve our ſelves|Þ}, 

| to him, to diſpleafe him ib|};, 

| nothing. Every one knowes | 

that theſe things are in that\Þ ,, 

F - affection by narure. : th 

Look to carnal ſelf-love,Þl (; 

a man may know what 1t 
tolove : the affeftion is all 

| one 
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one m both. Take a man 
when hee makes himlelfe 
tf! his Idoll, as tilla man love 
al (a heeloves himſelfe a- 
nfboveall, hee is the Idol, 
re fland the TIdolater : hee hath 
fa higheſteeme of himſelfez 
OF and thoſe that doe not | 
nl Þ highly eſteeme him , hee 
W } frels againſt them. Againe, 
Nfl ſelfe-love makes 8'man de- 
nd; fretg enjoy himſelfe, and 
to ehijoy his content,to Pro- | 
cure all thirigs that may] 
IF] ſerve for hiscontentment. | 
Al "Now when the Spirit 'of | | 
iſe Cod © Hath' purged ourt : 
= teas OFh4s Cant Idolat | 
I!'}try of ſelfe-Jove,/and ſelfe-| | 
/eJ ſecking,and ſufficiencie, &] 
aat contentment] in himſelfe3| 
then'a man, puts God 1n| | 
"I ſtead -of himſelfe, grace, | 
t Band the Spiritdoth {03 and | 
all in 
"nc on 
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in ſtead of highly eltee- 
ming of himſelfe, hee e- 
ſteemes highly of Gon, and 
of CHRIST, and reli 
on: thenin ſtead of "1 
cing a ſufficiencie in hims 
ſelte,and the things of ' this 
life, and reſting1n them, 
there is a placing of ſuffi 
ener + oo OD AVIS 
cient.:, And: 1n itead 0 
ſeeking- | his. pwne . will, lf 
and content.jn...Aall! things. |! 
Mens wihi pro.; regno. My! 
minde.. 1s. to,mee a King-| 
dome :then a man ſeeks to 
giys contentment to/GOD| 
pres , and ta bee. 
eemay be wi e5 
ye no wall "hs 
no delightinany thing 
cannot ſtand with oY pl fer 
ſure of, apd obedience toj þ 
God, Thusaman by know jfo 


_ 


[ing what his awne-naturall 


| 


iſ | wee ſpeake of the Tove of 
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corruption 1s, he may know 
what his affection 1s to bet- 
ter things. . | 

Firſt of all, there muſt 
bee ati eſtimation {an e- 
ſteeme of God,and Chriſt; 
for to avoyd miſconceit, | 
wee take both theſe to bee 
one, God our ' Father in| 
Chriſf, and Chriſt. What- 
loever Chriftidid for us in 
love, hee did it from the 
love of the Father, who 
gave him: And when we 
ipeake of the love of God) | 


Chriſt to us. Therfore there 
muſt bee a high eſteemihg, 
and valuing, and prizing of; 
Gofl above all things inthe 
world and of his love. 


WI ſo : for where grace 1s, it 


Now this muſt needs 


Ivesa ſandified judgment5 | 
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a ſantified judgement ya- 
luesand eleeinca things as 
| they are. Now the judge- 
| ment apprehending God 
and his love to bee the beſt 
thing to make us happy, 
|  wany'3 itaboveall, hom 
e Tin heaven but thee? 
Plal.73. and what have Tin 
earth in compariſon of thee 4 
he prizeth God and his 
love aboyeall things in the 
world. 
| Nowifwe would know 
if we have this judgement, 
wee may know it by our 
choycez this valuing it 1s 
known by choyce:for what 
a man eſteemes and values 
highly,hee makeschoyce of 
above all things in the 
world. What mien make 
choyce of, isſeene by their 
courſes; we ſee 'it in holy 


IS | CBA. ... 
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Moſes, Heb. 11. hee had a | Heb. 
high eſteeme of the eſtate | 
of Gods people that affli- | | 
Qed peoples as afflicted as —_ 
they were, yet hee ſaw| [4 
| they were Gods people, 
in covenant with him, | 
and more regarded of him, 
than all the people in the- 
world beſides: and upon 
| [his eſtimation hee made a 
|] |choyce, hee choſe rather t0' 
(ſuffer aflitions with the peo-| 
ple of God, than to enjoy * 
pleaſures of ſinne for a ſeaſon: | 
His choyce followed hise- |: 
ſteeme : ſo if we value and | 
eſteeme God, and religion, | 
and love God above all | 
things, we wil make choice 
of the Lord. . As SaintPeter 
fayth, Tohrm 6. when Chrilt | !oþ- 6. 
asked: them, Wrll, you' alſo \ 
40 me? ſayth hee Lore: | 
I whi- 


NEG 


va. - —4 +F» TY Py L# gc %®T7/ ”" S ww 


— 


ti. A 


'| HIDDsN SECReTs 


mt 


whither ſhall wee goe? Wee 
have made choyce of thee, 
whither ſhall wee coe ? thoy 
haſt the words of eternal life. 
Let us doe that in truth.that 
hee for a time fajled to/ 
doe,when hee ſayd, Thweb 
all forjake thee , yet will not 
7. It wee make this choyce 
ofi Chriſt,from the truth of 
our hearts, this ſhewesour 
elteeme.. + © 


-Religivas wayes, and 


| things ?' Onethine have I de- 


pchoyee ofthe bereeyipart?' 


What is thy choyce# Ix 


rehgious company ? 1s It 
the-feare of God above al! 


ſired), that 1 may awell inthe 
houſe of G OD for ever, ind 
viſit Iig Temple. Pſalm. 27. 
Haſt thou with. Mary, made 


Doeſt thor \valuerthy- ſeife 
as a member of Chriſt, and 


an| 


tt. At. MET 


\ 
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in heire of Heaven, as a 
Chriſtian above all condi- 
tions in this world? (for 
whata man eſteemes, hee 
values himſelfe by) then: 
thou art a true lover, thou 
'taſtthislove planted in thy 
'heartz becauſe thou haſta 
'true eſteeme > You fee 
Paul accounted all dung and 
aroſſe in compariſon of the ex- 
cellent knowledge of Chriſt. 
Oh! that wee could come 
to that excellent affecti-: 
on of Saint Paxl, to under- 
Value all things to Chriſt, 


Chriſt, and Religion. Cer- 
finly it is univerſally true) 
where Chriſt is loved, and 
God in Chriſt, the price of 
all things elſe fall in the 
foule : For when we wel- 


and the good things by | 


come Chriſt, then *fare- 
1 2 well! 
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well all that cannot ſtand 
with Chriſt. 

Againe, our eſteeme is 
knowne by our willing par- 
ting with any thing for 
that that weelſteeme, asa 
wiſe Merchant doth fell 


lall for the Pearle. Wee 


may know. therefore that 
wee eſteeme GOD, and 
his truth : for they goe to- 
gether, God, and his truth, 
and religionz wee muſt 
take God with all that hee 
is cloathed with , wherein 
he ſhewes himſelfe unto us. 


If wee ſell all for the truth 


of God,and part with all,& 
deny all forthe love, and 0- 
bedience of it, itisa hgne 
wee have an eſteeme an- 
{werable tohis worth, and 


| that welove him. 


T hoſe therfore that will 


part 
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art with nothing for God, 
r for Religion, and the 


ruth, when they are 
led toit , doe they talke 


ave no eſteeme , they va- 
uenotG O D ; if they did 
eſteeme him, they would 
ſell all for the pearl.There- 
re thoſe that halt in re- 


ay religion and the truth 
goes, ſothey may have ho- 
nour, and pleaſures in this 


of the truth of Chriſt, and 
of God? they have nolove, 
becauſe they have no eſtt- 
mation. 

Againe, what we eſteem 
highly of, wee fſpeake 
largely of. A man 1s al- 


f love to GOD? they } 


9g10n, that care not which} 


world, where is their | 
ſteeme of the Goſpell, and 
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wayes eloquent inthat hee 


I 3 eſteems: 
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eſteemes: it will 1 put bim 


[never knew a man want 


to the extent of his abili- 
ties, to bee as eloquent ag 


poſlible hee can bee : you 


words for that hee prized, 
to ſet it out. Therefore| 
when wee want words to 
prayſe God, and to ſet out 
the value of the beſt things, 
itis an argument wee have 
poore eſteeme of them, 
All goe together, G OD, 
and the things of GOD: 
What doe wee talke of! 
loving GOD, and de-| 
ſpiſe Chriſtians, and Re 
ligion? they are never {c- 
vered. If a man efteeme 
the beſt things, hee will be 
often ſpeaking of them. It| 
a man ſet his affetions up- 
onathing, it will ſuggeſt 


words at will. Theretore 
thoſe 


ul 
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thoſe that are cleane out of 
|their Theame, when they 
ſpeake of good things, are 
to ſeeke. Alas, where 1s 
the affection of - love £ 
where 15 elteeme? efteeme 
it 'makes a readineffe to | 
{peake. | - 
Eſteeme hkewiſe carries 
our thoughts : Wouldeſt 
thou know what thou e- 
[teemeſt hizhly 2 What 
doeſtrhou thinke of moit, 
and higheſt ? thou mayelt 
know 1t by that. Wee ſee 
the firſt branch, how wee 
may know we love G O D, 
if wee have a high eſteeme, 
and valuing of GOD, by 
theſe lignes. | 
Secondly, where there is 
[true love, and aftechon, 
| there isa deſire of union, of 
knitting and coupling with 
| & the 
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the thing loved, of necefſi- 
neit mult be ſo : for love is 
ſuch a kinde of affection, [it 
drawes the ſoule all it can 
tothe thing loved; it hath a 
magneticall force,the force 
of a Load-ſtone. Every 
one knowes what this 
meanes. 

This afteCtion of love 
"makes us one with that wee 
love. If a man love the 
world, hee isa worldling 3 
a man of the world; be- 
cauſe affeCtion breeds uni- 
on: though a man bee ne- 
ver ſo baſe in chooling, 
whatſoever a man loves, he 
deſires union with it, and 
being ſo, hee hath his name 
from that hee loves : hee 
that loves the world, Ks a 
worldling, jan earth-worm. 


| Now if there be the love of 


K L God 
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God, as in covenant, as a 
father in Chriſt, for ſo we 
muſt conceive of G OD, 
there will bee a defire of 
fellowſhip and communi- 
on with him by all meanes, 
in the Word and Sacra- 
ment,8&c. If a man. deſire 
{trangeneſle, that he cares 
not how ſeldome hee re- 
ceive the Sacrament, or 
come into Gods preſence,1s 
here love? how can love 
and ſtrangeneſle ſtand to- 
gethery thou art a —_ 
perſon from God, and the 
things of God, thou haſtno 
joyin his preſence , Where 
thou mayeſt enjoy his pre- 
ence here in holy thing -o 
this world, if thou: deli light 
not 1n his preſence, an 
union with him, how caſt 


Wo ſay,thou loveſt him? | 
L 5: C J 


— - 


LO EY 


178. 


[this buſineſle - all that rel- 
þliſh not heavenly things, 
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me. 


Can a man ſay heloves 


thou mayeſt meete him in 
the Word and Sacraments, 
and in good company , 
Where two or three are gathe- 
red together, I will be in the 
middeſt. Doeſt thou pre- 
tend thou loveſt GOD, it 
thou careſt not for theſe ? 
thou haſt no fellowſhip im 


they doe not love. 
| Nowto try whether wef 
have this branch of love} 
that 15, a deſire of union- 
Where therefore there 1s a 
defire of union with the| 
partie loved , of uniting to 


that perſon ( for we ſpeake 


, 
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| of perſons) there wil bee af 
5, 


| him, whoſe company hee| 
cares not for > Thou careſ(t| 
not for Gods company, | 
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deſire of Union will breed a 
deſrre of Communion 3 that 1s, 
there will be a courſe taken 
to open our mindes- if we 
have a deſire of communi- 
on with GOD, wee will 
open our ſoules often to. 
him in prayer; and we will 
delire |that hee will open 
himſelfe in ſpeaking to our 
hearts by [his Spirit: And 
wee will defire that he will 
open his minde to us in his 
Word: wee will bee care- 
fall toheare his Word, and 
ſo maintain that ſweet and 
heavenly Commerce be- 
'tweene him and our ſoules, 
by this entercourſe of hea- 
ring him, and ſpeaking to 
him. Where two or three are 
gathered together, [mi] bee 11 
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the midit. Therefore thoſe | 
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"private, ard of uſing the 


| that. doe not uſe this pre- 


that makeno conſcienceei-| 
ther of hearing the word, 
or of prayer publickeand| 


glorious libertie wee have 
in Chriſt, of free acceſle 
to the Throne of Grace, 


EG  _— 


rogative and priviſledge to- 
cheriſhthat union and com- 
munton they may have 
with God , they love not 
God, and Chrilt. Strange- 
nefle 1s oppoſite to love, 
and it diflolves, and dil-| 
unites affections; therefore 
when wee are ſtrange to 
God,thatwe can goe from| 
one end of the weeke- to 
the other, and from the be- 
ginning of the day, tothe 
end of it, & not be acquain- 
red with God,and not open: 
our ſoules to him, it 15 a 
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ſigne wee haveno love, be- 
cauſe there is no deſire of 
| [union, and communion 
with him. 

Agame, where wee love, & 
we conſult and - adviſe, 
| [and reft imthat advice, as 
comming from a loving 
| | | perſon; eſpecially if he bee 
aswiſeas loving : ſo in- all 
our conſultations, wee wall | ; 
goe to God, and take- his { 
counſel]; and when wee | ' 
have it,wmee will account it 
the counſell of one that is 
wiſe and loving. 

Thoſe therefore that tra{t 
| | |totheir owne wits, to poli- | 
| | |cie,and ſuchhike, whatdoe 
| | [theyſpeake of love, when 
they make not uſe of that 
| | | Covenant that is betweene 
1 | |Cod and them? they con- 


| ſultnot with him,theymake 
| \ | 2) NP! 
. > —— "JR. 
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Wher ; 
thi- union | 18;there 1s a deſire even 0 
| |is, thereis death it ſelfe, that there 
” ladefire of 
| | deaikbic 

\ ſelfe. 
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not his word , the man of 
their counſel], theygoe not 


vice,they commit not their 
wayes to him,as the Pſalmiſt 
{peaketh. | 

And this diſtinguiſheth a 
good Chriſtian from ano- 
ther man. A good Chrilti- 
an hee 1s ſuch a one as ac- 
quaints himſclte 'with his 
God. and wil not looſe that 
enterccurſe hee hath with 
God, for all the world. As 
Daxiel, hee would not but 
pray, they could not get 
him from it with the” ha- 
zard of his life. 

Againe, where this de- 


fire of union, and joyming 


be a fuller union,and a 


to him by prayer for ad-| 


of 
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of all things. Therefore ſo 
farre as wee are afraid of 
death , and tremble at it, 
ſo farre we want love. 
When the contract 1s once 
made betweene Chriſt and 
the ſoule of a Chriſtian, for 
him to feare the making up 
of the 'mariage, when wee | 
are now abſent from the 
Lord, to feare the ſweet, 
eternall communion wee 
thall have in heaven, where 
we ſhall have all things in 
oreater excellencie, and 1 

| 


bundance,1t is from want © 
faith and love. Therefore | 
weſbould bee aſhamed of 
our ſelves, when wee finde 
ſuch thoughts riſing in our | 
hearts (as they will natu- | 
rally) to bee baſely and dil- | 
truſtfully afrayd of death. | 


Saint Pax ſayth, 7 deſire 70 | 
| : beef 


— ©44" O 


a. 


1 'Theff. 4. | 
17. 


*|to bee with Chriſs. Come 


and the ſpiritin the Spouſe, 


bee an eternall meeting 


Cheare up the heart: of # 


| HipDpaN Secrets | 


be diſſolved, and to bee with 
Chriſt,that 1s good, nay it is 


it is beſt of all to bee with 
Chriſt : therefore you ſee 
it ſtirred up: his deſire, 
I deſire to bee diſſolved, and 


Lord Teſus, come quickly, 
ſayth the Church, Revel.22. 


{tirres up: this deſire like- 
wiſe, Come,the Spirit and the 
Spouſe ſay, Come. And wee 
ſhould rejoyce to thinke 
there are happier times to 
come, wherein there will 


together that nothing ſhall 
diſſolve, as the Apoltle 
ſayth, 1 Theſſal. 4+ 17. when 
wee ſhall bee for ever with the 
LORD. Oh! thole times 


—_— _ 


much better for mee; nay, | 
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|Chriſtzan before hand. 

' Now where theſe things 
polleſle not the ſoule, how 
can wee fay, that wee love 
God? In Cart.1.the Church 
beginnes, Let him kifſe mee 
with the kiſſes of his month : 
ſhee deſires a familiar com- 
munton with Chriſt in his 


ſpeake by his Spirit to m 
heart. In this world Chri 
kiſſeth his Church with the 
kiſles of his mouth. But in 


\delires his ſecond coming: 
thinks it notenough tohave 
(the kiſſes of his mouth, 
Make baſte my beloved , and 
bee as the young Roes upon 
the mountaines of Spices 4 


word and ordinances » Let | 
him kiſſe me, Ec. Let him| 


the latter end of the Camti-| 
cles, Make haſte my belovedzſhe| 


Cant.!, 


that is, come haſtily from 
hea-! 
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heaven, the mountaine of: 
Spices, and let us meet to-| 
gether my beloved. Theſe] 
things be ſomwhat ſtrange] 
to ourcarnall diſpoſitions: 
bur if wee hope ever to at- 
taine to the comfort of 
what I ſay, wee mult la- 
 bour that our hearts may 
bee brought to this excel- 
lent condition, to delire the! 
preſence of Chriſt; that is, 
love. 

The third 1sto reſt plea- 
ſed-and contented inthe 
thing when wee are joyned 
with it, ſo farre as wee are 
joyned with it, to place our 
contentment in it, and it 13 
in the nature of that affe- 
Ction to place contentment 
m the thing wee deſire to/ 


| have,whenwe have it once-| 


Now! 


_ 
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Now wee. may ' know 
this our contentment,  whe- 
ther wee reſt mn GOD. or 
no,by the inward quietand 
peace of the ſoule in all 
conditions; when whatſoe- 
yer our condition be in this 
world, yet wee know wee 
have the light of GODS 
countenance , and can reſt, 
and bee content in it, more 
than worldly men in their 
corne, and wine, and oyle, 
as David fayth, Pſalms. 4. 1 
rejoyce more in the light of thy 
countenance, than when they 
have their corne, and wine, 
and ogle. When wee can 
joy, and ſolace our ſelves 
with the aſſurance of Gods 
favour, and love in Jeſus 
Chriſt. Being juſtified by 


faith, we have peace with God, 


and rejoyce in God, as t15 | 
Rom 
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as Ours. 
Therfore thoſe that goe 
to outward contentments., 
that run out to them, as if 
there were not enough in 
God, and divine things, to 
content their ſoules, but 
they mult be beholding to 
the divell, aud to the fleſh, 
for contentments;this isnot: 
toreſtin God. Hee is over- 
covetous whom God canr 


not content. If we be in co-| 


venant with him,hee is able 
to fill our ſoule, andall the 
corners of it: hee is able to 
ſatisfie all: the delights and 
deſires of it : hee is a graci- 
ous father in Chriſt. Whi- 
ther ſhould wee goe from 
him for contentment? why 
ſhould wee goe out of reli- 


210n to content our feclves 
in 
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inivain tecreations &'plea- 
ſures of ſinne for a ſeaſon, 
when wee have abundance 
in God ? 

And where there is con- 
tentment, there will be tru- 
ſting in him,and relying up- 
on him- A man will not re- 
ly upon riches, or friends, 
orany thing : for where we 
place our contentment, We 
place our truſt. $0 farre as 
we love God, ſo farre wee 
repoſe aftiance and truſt in 
him; he will be our rock,6: 
caltle,8& ſtrength. Wouldeſt 
thou know whether thou 
reſteſt'in him orno? Inthe 
time of danger, whither 
doth thy ſoule run? to thy 
purſe, if thou bee a rich 
man? orto thy friends if 
thou bee a worldly minded} 
man? Every man hath his 
Caſtle 


LO 


190 


| reth himſelfe, and 1s ſafe. 
| He enters into thoſe cham- 
| bers of divine providence, 


| things: when men are apt 


| come of us? and they think 
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Caſtle to fyeto. 


Name of the Lord is a ſtrong 


refuge.,and there hee cove- 


and goodnefle, -and there 
he reſts 1n all troubles. 
Therefore aske thy affe- 
chons whither thou woul- 
deſt runne. if there ſhould 
come a confuſion of all 


toſay, Oh! what will be- 


of this and that: A good 
Chriſtian hath God to reſt 
1n3 he hath God reconciled 
in Chniſt,and in his love he 
plants himſelfe 1n life and 
death. He makes God his 


But the | 


T ower : hee that js a childe |- 
| of God, flieth thither for 


habitation and his Caſtle,as 


It 


— —— 


. 


—_— 


reveal 


tis Pſalm. 18. Thove the Lord 
dearly, mty Rock and my For- 
Wire. And. Moſes 1n Pſalm. 
go. for his Pſalme _ it 1s, 
Thou haſt been our habitation 
rom everlaſting to everla- 
ing. Wee dwell in theez 
though in the world weare 
ofſe? up and downe, and 
ive and die yet wee alway 
dwell with thee. So a Chrt- 
han hath his contentment; 
and his habitation in God , 
heis his houſe he dwells in, 
isrocke, his reſting place, 
015 centre in which he reſts, 
ome unto mee, and yee ſhall 
ndereſt to your ſoules. When 
Iman 1s beat out oFall con-. 
Mments he may know by 


no: As David when hee 
1s beat ont of all, and 


dby the Goſpel. $ 


| 


its, whether he.love God, | 


iey were ready to ſtone | 
| him, 


Sr 


Pſal. 18, 


Pſal.90, 


| 


| 
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him 3 but hee truſted in the 
Lord his God. $0 in lofles, 


tentment in God, thou wilt 


of the love of God; and 
what thoutart croſled in, 
thou wilt fetch out of Gods 
love - thou wilt ſay, this 
and that is taken from mee, 
but God is mine, I can fetch 
more good by faith from 


world, he can fetch it out of 
the fountain and ſpring. He 
is taught to love God, he 
$kilfull this way, to pitch 
his hope and affiance in 
God whe he hath enough 


—— 


and croſles, haſt thou con-!if 


fetch what thou loſeſt out! 


him,thanJI can loſe in the! 
world. A foule that is ac ly 
quainted with God, when I; 
heeloſeth any thing in the}, 


forall croſles. Let us labourJj,, 
to bring our ſouls more andſſj 
mac 


reveated by the GojpeB. 
tothis, and then wee 
hal know what it 1s to love 


contentment 1n him. Take 
il from me, ſayth holy An- 


| 

| 

\Wclfe: So a Chriſtian can 
\fay,take all from mee, fol 
'\Fhave God. | 
| 

| 

| 


Indeed where ſhall a 
man have comfort in ma-! 


| y paſlages of hislife, if he 
Fnce it not in religion? 
What wil become of a man 
'Ythis uncertaine world, if 
: tee have not ſomewhat 
Where ' hee may place his 


content? Oh! he will finde 


thtwhere to finde reſt, and 
Ctentment before he diez 
tee will bee beat out of all 
W holds here, either by 


God, by this placing of our | 


iz, fo thou leave mee thy | 


before hee die, that hee is a | 
etched man, hee knowes | 


Bi 1-1: ſick- 


i 
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Sce whar 
God lover, 
delight in 
that, and 
provide it 
for him. 


——_—— T——C— 


| The fourth and laſt. 
| love to Godis,it ſtirsup the 
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ſicknefle, or one- thing « 


other. 


where the true affeQion of 


{ ſoule to give all content- 
ment to God, to doe 
things that maypleaſe him. 
aw isthe mow og loveatt 
Irs up to, pleaſe the partic 
loved. 1agcks lqns. ſaw that 
their father loved Veniſon, 
therfore, they provided ve- 
niſon for him. Thoſe that 
know what God loves, will 
provide what they can; that 
that God may delight in-He 
loves a humble,and a belic- 
ving heart. Thou haſt wour 
ded me with one of thine eyes 
Theeye of faith, when the 
ſoule cantruſt in the word 
& humbly go out of it ſelf: 
his delight is in a broken 


TS FFErrTrO_©OIOPT 2ST]. 
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\ 


yeel-| 
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yeelding  heart;that hardens 
; Yinot it ſelfe againſt his in- 
"F{{truGions, but yeelds. A 
broken heart that lies low, 
&heares os that God faith, 
Ohzt is aſacrifice that God is 
_ htedin : a humble 
ek is ſuch a ſpirit as God 
wels in. He that dwels in the 
leg heavens, dwels in 4 
irzt. Doth God de- 
light 1 N a meeke, broken, 
ar ſpirit? Oh, then it 
vill be the defireof a Chri-; 
ſtian to have ſuch a ſpirit: 
8 God may delightin. A. 
meeke ſoule 5 1s much =_—_ 
eg, the Coe man of the 
beart is much prized; ſearch | 
in Gods word what hee dert: 
lights in, and let us labauit: 
to bring our ſelves to ſuch] 
acondition as God may de:} | 
lghtin us, and we in him,6| 


—_— 


Ifai,b5- 
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| 6 "willl | 


| 


| 
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God, and it wif! heve nofel-| 
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then it 15a ſ{igne wee love 
him , when wee labour to 
procureall things that may 

ive him content. You 

now that love where it is, 
it ſtirres up the affeftions 
of the partie toremove all 


things that are diſtaſtfull to 


| the partie it loves. There- 
fore it 15a neat affection] 


for it will make thoſe neat, 


| that otherwiſe are nut fo, 


becauſe it will not offend: 
much more this divine hea- 
_ bor when it is 
{{et on a t &, upon 
| God, 1ths 1 oe, eandy af 
| fectic? /» it will purgethe 
ſoule, it will = 4m, u 

thet- ſoule a defire to yr 
cleane, as much as can bee, 
uſe God isa pure, ho! 


badly i with the worket of 


bY 
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darkneſſe. Therfore as much 
z5humane frailtie will per- 
mit, the ſoule that loves 
God, it will ſtudie puritie, 
tokeep it ſelfe wnſpotted of 
theworld. Tt will not wil | 
ingly cheriſh any ſinne that 

may offend the Sparit. 
Thoſe therefore that are 
creleſſe of their wayes,and 
carriage.and affeftions,that 
make nothing of polluting, 
land defiling their affeCti- 
(tions, ah thei wayes, 
there is not the love of God 
1n their hearts. It ſtirres up 
ſhame to be offenſive,m the 
eyes of ſuch a one, eſpect- 
ally if they be great,there 1s 
both love and reſpe& meet 
together, where it 15a revVe- 
rentiall love with reſpeQ» 
there is a ſhame tobeein a 


+ fel dipeſin s Ho 


Re EIT 
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God hates pride and idola> 
try, &c- therefore a man 
that loves God, will hate 
| dols, and all falſe doCtrine, 
and worſhip that tends this 
way : his heart will rife a- 
ng them; becauſe hee 
nows God hates tt, and all 
that take that courſezheob- 
ferves,what is moſt offen- 
ſtve to God, and hee will a- 
| voyd it, and ſecke what 15 
plealing to him. 
God and Chriſt are won- 
drouſly pleaſed with faith. 
Then haſt wounded mee with 
one of thine eyes. Faith, and 
love from faith wounds the 
breaſt of Chrift - therefore 
fet us labour for faith. Oh 
woman, great is thy faith. It 
itis ſuch a'grace, as bindes 
and overcomes God, it ho- 
nours him ſo much, Letus 


there-| 


——_— ce te 
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therefore labour for faith, 
and in believing forall gra» 
cs: they are things that 
God loves, therefore let us 
labour tobe furniſhed with 
all things that he loves, e- 
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ſpecially thoſe graces that 
have ſome excellencie ſet 
upon them 1n the Scripture, 
wee ſhould moſt eſteeme. 
Iſaac when he was to marry 
Rebecca, he ſends her jewels 
beforehand, that having 
them, ſhee might bee more 
lovely in his eye. So Chriſt, 
the husband of his Church, 
that hee might take more 
delight and content in_his 
Church, hee ſends her lew- 
els before hand.that is, hee 
enricheth his Church: with 
[the ſpirit of faith, mecknes, 
humilitie;and love; andall 
graces, that he may delight, 


K 4 an 


d 


I 
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| 


| of giving God content, that 
[re{1{t the Spirit,and the mo- 


the filthinefſe that iſſues 


{not ſuch excellencies for 
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and take content in his 
Spouſe. Thoſe that have] 
not ſomwhat that God may} 


nctthe ſpirit of love. Thoſe 
therforxe that rebel in ſtead 


tions of it, 1n the n1miſtery, 
av m reprehenſions, and 
the like : thoſe that live in 
linnes directly againſc Gods 
command, that are com- 
mon ſwearers, and filthy 
perſons, negleGers of hol 

things, prophane, godleſſe 
perſons; doe they talke of 
the love of God, and of 
heaven ? you may ſee the 
filthinefſe of their hearts, by 


from them. God kee 


fuch perſons : the love of 
God, 


WL 


CI 
_ —— A... 


6 


: 


d«tiz ht inthem, they havelffl | 


al 
y| 


e| 
el 
1 
t 
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God, and living in {innes a- 
ainſt conſcience, will not 
ſtand together. Ademon- 
{tration of love 1s,exh7bitio | 
operis, the exhibition of 

ſomewhat to plea(+ God. 
ew me in thycourſe what 
thou dozſt to pleaſe God. 
If thou -live in courſes 
that are condemned, never 
tlke of love. It is a pittt- 
full thing, to ſeen the bo- 
ſom? of the Church, under: 
the glorious revelation of | 
divine Trath, that men- 
ſhould live apparantly) and 
myudently 1n fins againlt 
conſcience , that glory 10 
intheirſham?.It 1s a ſtrange 
thing that thzy ſhou!d glo- 
yin their prophanenelſle, 
and ſwaggering, that they | 
ſhould glory 1n a kind2 of. 
Atheiſticall carriage 5 3 | 


K. 5 they 
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| [areeither poyſoned in ther 


{hg1en and humanitie,one- 


{ perſons-will deceive them- 
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| they have beene bred, fo 
they will bee ſtil Many 
are marred in that, they 


firſt breeding , or neglected 
1n&- 

To ſee under the glo- 
rious Goſpel of Chriſt, 
that thoſe that thinke they 
have ſoules eternal], that 
they ſhould live in impudet. 
baſe courſes, yoyd of rc- 


[ly te fatishe their owne 
laſts, in ſtead of fatisfy- 
mg and obeying GOD: 
[men that hve 1m the bo- 
fome of the Church, as 
beaſts, and yet hope to be 
ſaved as welk as the belt: 
Oh ! but the hope of the 
Hypocrite,the hope of ſuch 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Oh ! let}us labour there- 


for e 


——— 
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fore to: have this affection 
of love planted - in,, our 
hearts 3 that God by his/{pt- 
it would teach us to love 
him, and to love one 'ano- 
ther. This affection of love: 
muſt bee tanght by God, 
it is not a matter of the 
braine to teach that, bur a | 
matter of the heart. God 
jo the great Schoolmaſtcr 
and teacher of the heart, he 
muſt not onely command 
us to love, but teach our af- 
{tions by his holy Spirit,to 
enable our affectionsto love 
him. 

Where loveis in this re- 
gard likewiſe to give con-' 
tent, there will bze love of 
all thoſe whom the partie 
we approve our ſelves to, 
loves. Is there any of Tonz- 
thans poſterity, ſaith David, 


that 


— ——————— 
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| 


[ly if we love God, wee fhall 
{love his children, and any 
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[to Tonathang 


| men; how do they [ve him 


{CannOt be the love of God 


that I may doe good to 
them' for his ſake. The 
foule that loves God, and 
Chriſt, ſayth, Is there any 
good people,. any that car 
ry the image of God, and 
Chriſte. it will bee ſure to 
love them, it will doe good 


Thofe that hate them that 
carry the image of God, 
and Chriſt, that their ſto- 
macke riſeth; againſt good 


that begets,wben they [ove not 
him that js begotten? There 


in ſuch a man: undoubted- 
thing that hath Gods ſtamp 


apon It -- wee ſhall love his 
truth, and his cauſe, and re- 


11;,10n, and what 


{oever 1s 


poſteritie.| 


—— 
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| F |divine, and toucheth upon | If we love: 
| [God; wee ſhall love it,be- | 79% tore}. 
| J [cauſe it is his. It is ſuch an-|wharever 
| Jl [affetion as ſets the ſoule on | i m"_ 
yorke to thinke, wherein |... 
may I give content to- {uch | God. 
aperſon? It is full ofdevi- 
ces & inventions to pleaſe : 
therefore 1t thinkes, can I 
give conſent in loving ſuch, 
and ſuchs as Chriſt ſayth,he 
that reſpe&ys theſe little 
ones.1t 15 to me,1t 1$ accoun- 
table on my part, I will ſee 
[tanfivere - If the love of 
Chriſt be 1m us, wee will re- 
gard this becauſe wee will 
thinke, Chriſt will regard|| 
me tor the good I doe for 
by lake,and in his name. to- 
is and that partic. Thus I 
we fee how we may try this 14 
([we-t aft-tion and not de- | | 
r ceive our own< {oules- 
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And therefore where 
there js a deſire of giving 
content , there will bee a 
zeale againſt all things, to 
remove all things in our 
places, and callings , that 
may offend: it-will carry us 
through all difticulties, to 
pleaſe him, it will make 
ns willing to ſuffer. F will 
po him, by ſuffering 
ome indignitie for hi 
cauſe. Iwill doe it, that 
may ingage his affection 
to mee. Therefore the 
Diſciples gloried: in this, 
when they were thought] 
worthy toſuffer for Chrilts 
fake. Where there isa de- 
ſire to: pleaſe God, it, 1s 
fo farre from being  a{ha-| 
med.or afraid to ſuffer,that 
it joyes inthis: Oh | now 


there is. occaſion given t 
| ſhe\ 


—_— I 


——_ — 
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to ſtudie , wherein ſhall 1 
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ſhew that God reſpects me 
more, 1f I, for his ſake, 
ſtand out in his quarrel,;and 
'breake through all difficul- 
ties. +3) 

It will make'us pleaſe 
him 1n all thingsthat wee 
are capable, in all things 


that we can-doe any way 1 | 


our ſtandings 3 as Chriſt de- 
cribes it out of Moſes , to 
love God with all our mind, 
vith af our ſole , and with 
all our (trength, where love 
s, itſets all on worke to 
pleaſe, and give content. 
[tſets the minde on. worke 


pleaſe God? and it will (tu- 
dy, Gods truth, and. not 
lerve him by. our owne 1n- 


and love GOD after- his 


"RY as 


minde; that is, as hee batÞ 


ventions 2: wee mult ſerye [4 


com» | 
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wits on work tounderſtand 
how he will be ſerved, and 
to love him with all our 
ſoule, & with all our heart, 
that is with the marrow and 
ſtrength of our affections, 
with all my ſtrength, bee a 
man what hee will be; if hee 
bee a Magiſtrate, with the: 
ſtrength of his magilſtracy, 
if he be a miniſter, with the] 
ſtrength of his miniſteriall] 
calling : in any condition I; 
muſt love him, with al that 
that condition inableth me; 
to. For itis a commanding 


| 
| 


| 
| 


the perſon loved :- it conn 
'mands the wit to devile, 
[and the memorie to retaine; 
| good things 5- it commands 


commands a'l within and 
without tougive content to; 


Jo : 


——  — 


commaniled. - It will ſee the 


| a2 abs 
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«|{ |joy, anddelight, it com» 

4/4 [mands anger to remove 

4|J [hindrances - and ſoall out- 

ward ations, love com- 


| [mands the doing of all 
1|J things, it ſetsall on worke- 
, 
a 


[tisa moſt aChve affection, 
itis ke to fire, 1t 1s compa- 
[I redtoit,it ſetsall on worke 
and commands all that man 
isable to doe. Therefore 
thoſe that ſtudie not inall! 
their indeavours according. rear. 
fotheir cal|lmgs and places; kow:o pur 
according to every thin he "_ 
| F that God hath intruſted be kat | 
them with, to pleaſe God, | to pleaſe 
nd to honour him intheir|®%%. | 
conditions, they love not 
| 4 [Cod. i 
{| Whataſhameis it, that | 
{when God hath givenus 
ſuch a ſweet affeCtion as 
love, that hee ſhould not LY 
| have! [--? | 


ith. 4  - 
ce er nn 
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have our love againe?when 
wee make ourſelves happy 
in loving him. He is happy 
in his owne love,the father 
Sonne, and-holy Ghoſt, 
but when hee intends to 
make us happy1itis a ſhame, 
that wee ſhould not beſtow 
our affections upon him. 

Much might bee ſayd to 
this purpole for the triall of 
ourſelves whether we love 
God, or no. Let usnot 
then forget theſe things 
for it is the command both 
of the old and new Teſta- 
ment, they run both. upon 
love. Tgive you 4 new Com 
mand,ſlayth Chriſt, and yet 
tis nonew command, but 
old and ordinarie. Butitis 
commanded now in the 
Goſpell; that is, it is renew- 
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Godslove in Chriſt, that we 
love him.as hee hath Io- 
wdzz, which 1s wonder- 
fully; that wee ſhould love 
him, and love ome another.' 
Andall this is in this affeQty- 
on, as we ſee when the ho-} 
ly Ghoſt would ſet out 
the diſpoſition and qualifi-| 
cation of ſuch, as thoſe 
preat things are prepared 
for, that ether eye hath ſeeze, 
wor eare heard, nor hath en- 
tred into the heart of man, 
hee ſets it downe by 
this, They are for 
thoſe that love 
bins 
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1 COR. 2. 9. 


As it 15 Written eye hath | 
| not ſeene, nor eare beard, 
nor hath entred into the 
| heart of man, the things | 
that God hath prepared 
for them that love him. 


y» c_ 
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Hat which hath | 
alreacy bcen fayd 
{G AZ (houli force us tn 
een" beggc the Spiritof 


God to teach rhe beart, tO 
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| 8c. This I adde by theway | 


reach us the things them; 
ſelves the inſide of them for}... 
a ſpirituall holy man hdth s : 
a ſpiritual] knowledge off; 
outward things, of the crea-fl|\17 
tures, hee fees another man- 
ner of thing 1n the creatureP; 
then other men doe. As an-£ 
other man hath a naturallY, 
knowledge Oo ſpiritual! 
things , ſo a holy man hath 
a ſpirituall knowledge even 
of rhe ordinary Workes off 
God, and rayſeth, and ex} 
rracts a quinteſſence out of 
them, that a worldly man the 
cannot ſee to glorifie God, "3 
and to buyld up his faith in 
the ſenſe of Gods favour, 


© that, 
But the higheſt perfore 
marice of this that there arc 


things 


— — 
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FT things provided for Gods | 
'Yxople, that neither eye hatb 
|ſerne, nor eare hath heard, fc | 
[tis reſerved for another | 
'World :| for the promiſc sot 
the Goſpell have then their 
fulfilling indeed, Theſe 
of *0rdsare true of the ſtare Of 
| the Cofprtigpene now : but 
' they have their accompliſh- 
n 

| 


[ment in Heaven , for what: 
ſvever is begun here, ixended 
there : peace, begun here, is | 
ded there; joy that 1s be- | 
gunne here,it ſha] bee ended | | 
| there; Communionof Saints '* 
'@ that is begun here,it ſhallbe ) 
ended there» Sanctification 
'F thatis begun here,it ſhall be 
'F ended there : fo all graces 

ſhallbe perfe&, andall pro: | 
miſes performed then, That 


© is the time indeed when 
L 2 God\ 
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God (hall diſcover things 
that ncither ezehath ſcene, nor 
eareheard ec. In the meane 
time, letus learne to beleive 
chem , and to live by faith in 
them, that theie are ſuch! 
things, 

And Gop reſcives not all 
lOoracather Vorld,but gives 
als Childien a faſt of thoſe 
things before hand to com» 
fort tkcm in their diſtreſlesin 
this werl !; as indecd there 15 
aothinginthis worldofgreats 
er uſe, and comfort to rayſe 
:hcm,thenthe beginnings of 

cayven upon earth : a littic 
perce,8 joy in theholy ghoſt 
will make aman ſwallow all 
the diſcontents in the world. 
Naw God tis ſo far goodto 
us,as that he lets us have {om 


drops of theſe things before: 
hand 


F 
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hand to rayſe up our ſpirits , 
that by a taſt we may know | 
what great things hee hath | 
] relerved for us : but of theſe 
|& [things and the uſe of them | 
| [ ſpake before, | 


We came then to ſpeake of 
the qualificerio oftheperſons | 
For themihat love him. | 
. Not chat we love God firſt, 
and then God prepares theſe 
'F [things for us : but God pre-! 
'# [paresrhem,and acquaints us 
what he meanes todoe with 
\u*, andthen we love him. A | 
chriſtian knowes before,vhat [ 
title he hath in Chrzjtto Hea- 
ien, and then he works : he 
knowes Chriſt hath wrought 
(alvation fqr him,andtben he 
workes out his ſalvation 1na' 
courſe tending to ſalvation : | 
{or there-muſt be working 1 
LY ' A 


4s 
—_ 


| 


| 
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in a courſe rending to the 
| poſſeflion of ſalvation, that 
Ca nrrsr hath purchaſed, 
wce muſt not worke , and 
| thinke by it to merit Hea- 
ven : wee know wee have 
' Heaven , and thoſe preat| 
things in the Title of Chriſt, | 
| and thenwee fall on loving, 
| and working, There is a 
cleane contrary order , be- 
| tweene us,and thoſe merci. 
naries \they i invert the order 
of God ,for, for whom God 
bath prepared theſe things, 
| beediſcovers them to the eye 
| | of faith,and then faith works 
| by love : this I adde by the 
2eAur 
| Now he ſets downe this 
| deſcription' of thoſe perſons | 
for whom "theſe excellent 
things are prepared, by this 

aff:Qion/ 
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afftetion of love, by this, 
[grace of love, as being the | 
fitteſt for that purpoſe to 
deſcribe a Chriſtian. Faith 
1snot ſo fit,becauſe it is not 
{o diſcernable,we may know 
our love, when wee cannot 
know our Faith. Ott times 
thoſe that are excellent 
Chriſtians, they doubt whe- | 
ther they beleive or no : but 
aske them, wherher they love 
God,and his truth, and chil- 
dren of no ? oh yes ! they | | 
doe. Now God intending to | | 
| | comfort us, ſers out ſuch an | * 
affection, as,a Chriſtianmay |} 
beſt diſcerne : for of allaf- 
fections,wecandiſceme beſt 
of our love. But to come to, 
the 2ﬀecRion it ſelfe, there are | 
nos 1N love. | 
3: things1 my Thew 
| | 


i__— 
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| 
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; Into grace, and workes COr- 
| ruption , and paſſion out of 


800d, the affeRtion of love, 


— Ce. ed 


| 
| Aﬀetion 
4 * 2 
rj 5 paſſion, x "FER 


Grace , 

wee fpeake of the grace 

| here. 

The affe tion 15 naturall. 

The paſſion is the exceſle 

of thenaturall aftetiongwhen 

1toverflowes its bound, 
Grace is the reQifying of 

the naturall aftetion , and 

the elevating , and rayſing it 


nature can pirch on. The 
Spirit of God turnes nature 


natureand elevates, and ray- 
(cth that, which is naturally 


to be a grace of love, hee 
rayſeth it up to love Go v 
( which nature cannot dil 


up to a higher object then | 


cover) | 


— 


JL > 
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cover )! by ſpirirualizing of 
it, hee makes 1t the moſt 
excellent grace Ot all, So 
that while 1 ſpeaxe of the 
| love ef God, thinke not that | 
[ ſpeake of the meer aff. Cti- 
on, but of the afteftion that | 
hath a ſtamp of grace up- | 
on it |; for affections are | 
gr accu ben thcy are ſanCti- | 
| | fied, And indeed all Uraces | 
(fer {lg nination afidewhich 
5 11 the underſtanding ) 
ſpring from this. What is 
[true Trace, bur joy, and love | 
and Uelight in the beſt | 
things, and all others ſpring | 
from Ive > Vhat doewee | 
hare, but what is oppoſite 
[to that we love > and when | 
are we angry , but when | 
thatwe love is oppoſed, and | | 


wronged>Thentaereis aho'y: 
| L's zCale : 


NE ee 
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| perſon breeds deſire of con- 


| zcale:{o that indeed all grace 

isin the affeQions , and all 
afketions are in this one 
| primitive affeion, this firſt 
borne, and bred affection, 


love. I ſpeake of 1t then as! 
a ſpeciall grace, Now the 
way of diſcerning of itwee 
heard partly before, Theway | 
[to diſcerne of this ſanciifi-| 
.edaff:tion, this grace, 1s to 
| know what wee eſteeme : 


| for love it is from aneſtima- | 
tion; And likewiſe in -the 


ſecond place eſteeme breeds | 
a defire of union. And de. | 
\ fire of union breeds content | 
in the thing,when wee have 
it, And contentment inthe 


renting backe againe. Theſe 
things I ſtood on, and will 


not preſſe further. 
Let 


th oh 


| 


| — ——— 
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Let us examine, and tric | 
our ſelves oft by our affecti- | 
ons, how they ſtand biaſſed, 
and poynted , whether to 
God, and heaven-ward, or to 

the world : for we are, as we | 
love. For what wee love,we 
(as it were|) marry z and if | 
wee joyne our love to baſer, | 
things,we marry baſer rhings' | 
and fo debaſe our ſelves : ! 
it wee joyne in our affe1- | 
ons to things above ou: 1 
ſelves, to God,and ſpirituall | 
things, we become ſpirituall | 
as they are. So that a man } 
ſtands in the Vorld be- | 
tweene ewogoods, ſomewhat | 
that is better then himſelfe, | 
and ſomething that is mea- | 
ner ; and thereafter as hee! 
joynes in his affe&tions,there- | 
after hee is : for the at-| 
fection 


A———. 


—__l_.— 


D —_— — 


—_ 


| Hrppsn SECRETS |; 


— 


| primitive affeion, this firſt 


{zeale: ſo that indeed all grace 
isin the affeQions , and all 
afketions are in this one 


borne , and bred affeRion, 
love. I ſpeake of it then as 
a ſpeciall grace. Now the 
way of diſcerning of itwee 
heard partly before, The way | 


. 
x 
' 
! 


| 


to diſcerne of this ſanRifi-| 


edaffcRion, this grace, isto| 


know what wee eſtceme :| 
for love it is from an eſtima- | 
tion, And likewiſe in the 
ſecond place efteeme breeds | 
a deſire of union, And de. | 


\ fire of union breeds content 


| 


{1t, And contentment inthe | 


things T ſtood on, and will 
;not preſſe farther, 


in the thing,when wee have | 


perſon breeds deſire of con- 
renting backe againe. Theſe 


Let | 


— ———t —_ 
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Let us examine, and tric | 
our ſelves oft by our affeti- | 
ons, how. they ſtand biaſſed, 
and poynted , whether to 
God, and heaven-ward, or to 
the world : for we are, as we | 
love. For what wee love, we | 
(as it were|) marry ; and if | 
wee joyne our love tO baſer, 
things, we marry baſer things; 
and fo debaſe our ſelves : 
it wee jayne in our affe1- | 
ons to. things above ou: 1 
ſelves, to God,and ſpiritull | 
chings, WC become ſpiritual! | 
as they are. So that a min 
ſtands in the World be- | 
tweene tywogoods, ſomewhat | 
that is better then himſelfe, | 


{and ſomething that is mea- | 


[ner ; and thereafter as hee( 


joynes in his afFe&tions,there- | 


after hee is : for the af-/ 
fe tion 


———. 
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| fection of love to God, and to 
the beſt things makes him 
excellc ©, and his afteCtion 
\to baſer things make him 
baſe. Let a man benever (o| 
Yoreat in the World, if his] 


aff:tions tobaſe,he is a baſe 


| 


fetions. 


' But to anſwere ſome caſes byeifly. 


| 


perſon : therefore wee have | 
the more necd to trie ourak- | 


It will be obje&ted, may 


| we not love any thing but | 


| Ged, and holy things > may | 


'that 41 e Gad > 


we not love the Creatures, 


becauſe it is here ſpecified | 
2s. note of thoſe, that thele | | 
things are prepared for thoſe 


Yes ; we may love them, 
[as we ſee ſomewhat of ” 


_ 
A as = 


_ ww, —_— CT — 4 —m_—_ | 
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[in them , as every Creature 


hath Comewhat of G © Y 
in them ; whereupon GOD | 
hath the {tyle of every Crea- 

ture that hath good 1n 1t. 

Hee is called a Fountaine, 4 

Rocke, a Shield, every thing, 
that is good : to ſhew that" 
the Creatures,every one hath 
ſomewhat of G O D, hee 
would not have taken the 
tyle of the Creature elle. 
We may love the Creature | 


4s it hath ſomewhat of GOD | 


1n it, a being , Or comfor- | 
table being , Or ſomewhat, 
and as it conveyes the love Ol 
God to us, and leads usback | 
againe to God, There 1s NO 
Creature ,. but it conveY-*> 
ſome love,and beames, 8 EX* | 
cellency of Godto us, in ſome 


kinde; and leads us 00 God : 
ſo 


| m————__S_Ru__un_wT I 
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"1 fowe may love Other things, 
| We may love men and love 


them for God , to bring 


boly impreſſion in them, to. 
bee like God , there is no 


feare I love them more then 


[that when two ſtreames run 


of God that is the ſpring of | 


all. 


But it will bee ſayd by 
ſome weake conſcience, how 
ſhall I know I love God, 
'when TI love the world , and 
worldly things > I love my 
children , and other things 
( perhaps that are nor ill) 1 


' God. 
Ve muſt know for this, 


.1n one channel), they runne 
| ſtronger then one ſtreame, 
when 


G o » 1n them , and love | 


them to God , to leave a 


queſtion of this: but the love 


— —— ———_ A 


nhena man loves other good 
ings ; nature goes with 
mace, 10 nature going with 
nace,the ſtreame is ſtrong : 


but when a man loves God | 


and Chriſt , and heavenly 
tings, there is grace only, 
mature yeilds nothing to 
that, VVhena man loves his 
ildren or | his intimate 
fiends, &c. Nature going 
"ith grace, it is no wonder, 
i! the ſtreame bee ſtronger 
#hen two ſtreames runne in 
ne, So corruption in 11! 
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tions oft times carry the 
tetions ſtrong. As in 
uny of our loves there 15] 
emewhat naturall, that is 
ood , yet there is ſome Cor- 
Wption , as to love a man 
Or ill : here nature, and cor- 


uption is ſtrong z but 10 
ſuper- 


_, © 
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| heart of a Chriſtian : a| hi 


screts | 


w _= _ -” —— —_— — | — 


| fupernaturall things erace|\fu 
goes alone, Im 
| Then againe we mult not; F| ye 
| judge by an indeliberate pal. F|he 
| {10n, by what our affeQion Y | 
[1s carried luddenly, and in- 
deliberately to : for ſo wee | | 
' may joy more in a ſadden 
thing ,. then in the beſt 
things of all , as 1n the | ly 
light of a friend there may | F |ty 
bee a ſudden aftetion : but | F |an 
the love of GOD it isa|F/an 
conſtant ſtreame, 1t 15 not | F | he 
a Torrent but a Current,that | I | ca 
runnes all our life-time : | F [of 
therefore thoſe affe&tions to | I | it; 
,GOD, and heavenly things | F| ti 
in a Chriſtian they are| Flir 
perpetuall ; they make nO| F|ta 
great noyſe perhaps , but| F|ha 
they are perperuall in the| Flo 


= — 


ſudden 


CC _ —— 
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[ 
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ſudden Torrent, and paſſion 
may tranſport a man , but 
yet he may have a holy and 
heavenly heart. I ſpeake this 
{or comfort. 


I, but my love 10 God as faint 
and lite, 

Well, butitis a heaven- 
ly ſparke, and hath divini. 
tyin its; It 1s from Heaven, 
and is growing, and vigorous 
and efficacious : and a little 
heavenly love , will walt all 
carnall love at length , it 1s 
of ſo vigorous , and CON. 
ſtant a nature. It is fed 
till by the ſpirit ; and a 
litele that is fedde,and ma1n. 
tained, that is growing, that 
hath a bleſſing in ir, ( as the 
love of God in the hearts of 
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cheriſherk' 
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| fupernaturall things erace|\{u 
' goesalone, Tm 
| Then againe we mult not | | ye 
| judge by an indeliberate pal. F[he 
{10n, by what our afteCion Fo 
[1s carried luddenly, and in- 
deliberately to : for ſo wee || 
' may joy more in a ſudden 
thing ,. then in the beſt 
things of all , as in the; Fly 
{ight of a friend there may | F |ty 
' bee a ſudden affection : but | Y |an 
the love of GOD it isa|Fan 
conſtant ſtreame , 1t 15 not | F| he 
a Torrent but a Current,that | I | ca 
runnes all our life-time : | F | of 
therefore thoſe affeCtions to | F| i; 
GOD, and heavenly things | | ti 
in a Chriſtian they are | lit 
perpetuall ; they make NO| F|ta 
great noyſe perhaps , but | F| ha 
they are perperuall in the| Flo 


| heart of a Chriſtian : a| Thi 


ſudden 


— —— 


—_ a 


——_ — > too 


| 


— -——- -— ww 


— — — —— ——— EEE ooo en — 


ſudden Torrent, and paſſion 
may tranſport a man , bur 
yet he may have a holy and 
heavenly heart, 1 ſpeake this 
{or comfort. 


I, but my love to God as faint 
and lite, 

Well, butitis a heaven- 
ly ſparke, and bath divini. 
tyinit ; It 1s from Heaven, 
and is growing, and vigorous 
and efficacious : and a little 
heavenly love , will waſt all 
carnall love at length , it 15 
of ſo vigorous , and CON. 


ſtant a nature. It is fed 
till by the ſpirit ; and a 
litele that is fedde,and main. 
tained, that is growing, that 
hath a bleſſing in ir, ( as the 
love of God in the hearts of 
his hath :for God continually 


cheriſheth 


— 


PIE 
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cherriſheth His owne be. 
| ginnning ) that lirtle ſhall 
| never be quenched, but ſhall 


| and cate out corruption, and 
all contrary love whatſo. 
ever, Though for the pre. 
ſent wee ſee corruption over- 
power, and oppreſle grace: 
yet the love of God being 
a divine ſparke, and thete- 
fore being more powerfull 
( though 7 bee liteſe) then 
the contrary,it hath ableſſing 
in 1t to grow till at Jengeh 
it conſume all, For love is 
like fire , as in other pro- 
perties ſo in this, 1t waſts, 
and conſumes the contrary ; 
| and rayſeth up ro Heaven, 
and quickens, and enlivens 
the perſons , as fire doth: 
and it makes lightſome 


| overgrow nature at length; by 


dead il 


formes usall to bee hery, it 


that are good, and growing 
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dead bodies , 1t transformes 
them all into fire like it 


lelfe. So the love of God 
dy little and little tranſ- 


transfOrmes us to be lovers. 
Thele caſes needed a little 
touching to fatiſfhe ſome, 


chriſtians, and muſt have 
ſome fatisfaCtion. 

But it may bee asked a. 
paine , ( as indeed wee fee 
It is true,) whar is the rca 
on that ſometime meaner| 


— 


Chriſtians have more 1o- 
ving ſoules, then great 
Schollers,men of great parts? 
one would thinke that know- 
edge ſhould increaſe love, 
and affetion, 

So it doth if it be a cleare 


k doe» but great wits: 
nowledge; butg _- 


a. 


Jn 


20 | HrvDpex Sgcrerts 


and pates and great Schol. ic 
lers buſte themſelves about Iſo 
queſtions , and intricacies, Y'9! 
and ſo they are not ſoffit 
much about the affe&ions ſi 
A poore Chriſtian oft times'ie 
takes thoſe things for gran-Iſ 
ted, that they ſtudy , and I"s 
diſpute, and canvaſle , and anc 
queſtion : there is a hea-ſr 
venly light in his ſoulethar} 90 
God is my Father in Chr:fi, I 6: 
| and Chriſt -God and manYtar 
is my Mediator hee rakes ov 
it for granted , and fo his (at 
affetions are not troubled; I Tc 
| whereas the other having 24 
corruption anſwerable tot 
| his parts , great wit , andF'us. 
great corruption, he is tang-Mſ (v 
led with doubts, and argu-}| G 
ments;he ſtudies to informeY is 
his brayne, the other ro be 

heated 


— — 
<— — _ 
— — -—_ 


— 


ay” 


heated in his afftetions, A 
poore Chriſtian, cares not 
or cold nicities that heate 


le takes thele for granted if} 
es they be propounded in the 
n-W Scripture ; inſtead of diſpur- 
ding, h ec beleives, and loves, 
dF and obeys,and that is the rea- 
1-9 on chat many a pore ſoule 
rf 20s ro Heaven with agreat 


ot the heart, and affe tions; | 


W dcaleof joy, when others are 
n FF tangled,and wrapped in their 
SY owne Coubrs ; fo much for! 
$Y faiſfying of theſe things. 
To goe ontherefore to give! 
afew dire&tions how to have | 
Us hcavenly fire kindledin 
us, tolove God, conſidering! 
u.h preat things are provi-| 
ded for thoſe that love Goa,lt 
1s a matter of conſequence, 


43 we deſire Heaven we muſt 
deſire. 


| 
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| deſire rhis holy fire to bee 


| 


kindled in us, 

Let us know for a ground 
( as it were) "that 1t is our 
duty £0 aime at the high- 
eſt pitch of love that wee 
can , and not to reſt in th: 
loweſt, The loweſt pitch of 
loving Gop , 1s to love 
G © » becauſe he is good 
to us, that is good , the 
Scriptures ftoupes ſo low 


as toallow rhar, God would 


have us love him, and holy 
things for the benefit wee 
have by them : bur that 15 
metcinarie if we reſt there: 
bur God ſtoupes to aliure 
us by promiſes, and favours, 
though wee muſt not reſt 
there But we muſt love God, 
not for our ſelves, but labour 
to riſe tothis pirch , tolove 


Onr 


q 


—_—— 
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our ſelves in Godzand to ſee 
that we haye happincſſe in 
God, and not in our elves , 
our being 1s in him , we 
muſt love our ſelves in him, 
and be content to be loft 
inGod : that is, fo to love 
God, that if he ſhould caſt 
vs away ( his kindnefle is 
better then life) doe others 
what they will we will love 
lim , and our ſelves for his 
xcellencies, and becauſe we 
ke our ſelves in him, and | 
re bis children , we muſt 
abour to tiſe to that, and 
that is the higheſt pitch 
that we can attaine tO , we 
muſt know that for a ground, 

And know this for a- 
ther, that when we ſpeake 
fthe love of God, weſpeake 


if love incorporate Into 
| our 


| "_ - _ . 
wad % 
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our converſations,andaCtions, 
nor of an abſtracted low 
and affeCtion ; bur of love 
inour places, and callings, 
and ſtandings, love inveſted 
into ation. Therefore the 


| Scripture ſayth wee muſt 


love God, with all our minde 


with all our heart, with al) 


our po ver, and ſtrength, that 
is, fn our particular places. 
To make it cleare, When 


| we ſpeake of love to Goa, 


- 


we ſpeake of love to him 
1 our particular callings. 
He loves Ged that 15 a Ma- 
iſtrate,and executes juſt'cc 
for Gods Sake ; and he tha' 
is a Miniſter, and reacheth 
the people conſcionably tor 
Gods Sake , and ſhewcs 
them the way to Heaven, He 


loves God az a man in the 


COM 
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common Wealth, a ſtates 


man, &c, That in that 
place feekes the glory of 
Go p, and the good of the 
'Church,and Religion. Shall 
men talke of loveto G o », 
and their affetions are 
ſtirred ap I know not where- 
about ? No, it is an affeQi- 
on that '15 diſcovered in 
aQ10ns. 

How can wee love Goda 
with all our might , except 
3s farre as our might eX- 
tends our loveextends? How 
farre doth thy activitte, 


thy power, thy ſphere, that | 


| thon canſt doe any thing , 


| firetch > fo farre muſt thy | 
KY love , and thou muſt ſhew 


|| thylovein all the powers,and 
© abilitics that God hath fur- 


'Y/ liſhed thee with. 


M For 


| 
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| wo God with all his might 


| man : hee aſt (hew Þ1s 


For a man that hath T 
great place , and opportr 
nity bg good oy "| 
thinke ir enough onely tofff 
love God in his Cloſer, &c 
This is not the love wee 
\ſpcake of, A man muſt 


as hee ſtands 1nyeſted in 
relation this way or that 
wa 

The love of God in apri 
vate man, will not ſerve fo 
4 Magilirate, or a publike 


| love 10 his place by ftanc- 
ing in the gappe , to hin- 
der ail the 11l, and to dor 
all the g:0d hee car , every 
man muſt dos ſo, but ſuch " 
111 YnOre eſp: cially, bt 
caulc God barb trygned bim 
| F103! TYIOTC 3 ell 5 che; 
IT | v1 


— 
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bings premiſed, to come to | | 
bme dire&ions how tocome 
tb love Gol > 

Firſt. of all, the way to 
Dre God is to bave a hea- 
mly light, to diſcover | 
hat wee are in Our ſelves, 
ad ouremptineſle : for be- 
In as we arc, we can ne- 
& love Go4'till wee fee in | 
that need | wee ſtand of 

lis favour, and grace, that 
Tee are damned Creatures 


ile 
I4% # 


' Now when we come to| 

ae cur eyes opencd to ſee 

Wor finfalneſſe, and emptr 

effe , we will make outto 

Gd, and make out to Þis 

mercyin Cunnsr above | 
ul things. Indeed the firtt 
] 
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he is the love of depen 
cance before we COME 19 2) 
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| it iss Communicative good- 
| urfſe, Let us thinke of his 
' gvodneſſe , and the ſtrea- | 
| ming of it out to the Crea- 
| 

| ture, The whole Earth is | 
| full of the goodneſſe of the 
| Lord, 
' Creatures , but Gods good- 
, befle > Wee. cans ſee no- 
| thing but the goodne 


| that hath beea abaſed wit 
| 


| cmprtincſſe that it is empty 


the ſenle of finne, and its 


of all goodneſle , and then 
ſees a ſupply 1n the mercy 
of GO D in Chriſt - thoſe 
| ſoules love G O D abox 


all. 
\ Agnctber way tolove God, 
{is to confider of his wou-' 


derfull goodnefle , ro me- 
a&tarc, and thinke of it, he 


«nd doth good, 


What arc all the 


fſe of 
God, 


= - 


g | gms 1x the Goſpell, 


—ctaty—_—_—  ———o_ _—_—— 


0 col, what 15 all the Crea- | 
[tures but Dez explicatus, | 
UE | God unfolded to our fen- 
DF | ſes? be offers himſelfe ro QUT | F 
Ji} |bodtes,and ſoules,all is Gods ; 
G roodnefle, 
c And then ſee this good- 
neſſe firted to us , it is a. | 
of |fir goodnefſe that - comes 
f [from God, he is good, and | * 
goth good, and fo btly, he 
proportins his goodnefie :. 
for hee hath fitted every | 
partof us, ſoule, and body | 
with ooodnefie, all the fen- | 
(es with rcodnefle : what | 
doe we ſee but goodneſle | 
in co!qurs > VVhat dozwe 
 heare bur his good inthoſe 
delights that come that 
way > We traſt, and feele- 
his gaodneſle , againſt the 
cald we have cloathing in; 
| M 4 hunger, 
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love of friendſhip, and comfln 
placency with God : a loyma 
to goe out to him , and tFQmu 
depend upon him for mer ma 
cy,and grace, and all, A lo/ter 
that riſeth from the ſenſe 0 
| our miſery, and goes to hin 
ſor ſupply. 

There is a ſweet con 
currence of miſery , ar 
mercie ; of emprineſle, andf 
tulacſſe ; of beggery , a 

riches. of 

Now when wee ſee ouff or 
owne miſery, and beggery} wi 
and ſinfulneſle, and then 4} fe 
fulneſle in God co ſupplyY'G 
of riches to enrich us every cr 
way , then this breeds 4|y 
love , this is the way toalF|T 
other loves that follow. AnqQ©| ic 
where this is por premilcdy | 
and goes before , a wy | 

1 


{ 


— 
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(will never delight in God, 
omMJ'ln Luke 7s That 200d wOv 
of man ſhe loved much,why ? 
Fmuch was forgiven her, 
er vigh ſinges were forgiven | 
her, 
ol So when the ſoule ſhall 
nyſe what need it hath-of | 
forgiving mercy , of pardo- 
0J/oing mercy , and how many / 
\ oreatdebts Go » bath for- 
Siovenus ia Cunaiisr, 
there wil) bee a great deal : 
of love becauſe there is a 
'great deal forgiven, Ard 
we muſt begin indeed with 
Y cing the infinite mercy of 
'G oo Þ before any other at- 
tribute of God , and then: 
J wee ſhall Jove him afrer, 
F| This is the firſt thivg, There 
is no ſoule that ever loves. 


God fo, as the poore ſoule 
| | My that 
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| that hath beea abaſed with(|| (; 
| rhe ſenle of finne, and its | 411 
| cmprincſle that it is empty | 6; 
of all goodneſle , and thenlll | (: 
ſees a ſupply in the mercy | 
of GO D in Chriſt . thoſe 
ſoules love G O D aboxe 
all. nc 
\| | Anvtber way toloveGod, fl | 6 
is 1o confider of his won-Y | f; 
derfull goodnefſe , ro me-I} | g 
&<rarc, and thinke of it, he p 
| $1. $223 , and dath good, t 
it is & Communicative gooc | ſ 
|uefſe, Ler us thinke of his | \ 
| ' gvodneſſe , and the ſtrea- if | 
ming of it out tothe Crea- || |, 
| ture, The whole Earth is 
| | full of the goodneſſe of the 
Lord, What are all the 
| Creatures , but Gods good- 
2 neſſe >. Wee. can ſee n0- 
| thing but the goodnefle of | 
| God, | yl 


| 


' 
' 
[ 


| 
| 


© 


God , what is all the Crea- 
tures but Dex explicarus, 
God unfolded to our fen- 
(es? be offers himſelfe roour ' 
bodtes,and foules,all is Gods 
oodneſle, | 

And then fee this good- 
neſſe firted to us, it-isa, 
fit goodneſſe that - comes | 
from God, he is good, and. 
coth good , and fo fitly, he 
pioportiuns his goodnefie : | 
tot hee hath fitted: every | 
part of as, ſoule, and body 


with goodnefſe, all the fen- 


les with goodnefle : what 


doe we fce but goodneflc 


in colours > VVhat do:zwe 
heare but his good inthoſe 
delights that come that 
way > We raft, and- feele 
his gaodneſſe, againſt the 


cold we have cloathing in| 
M4 Hunger, 


—__ 


| 


* 
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[1 hunger , wee have foad, 


| 


| (1derations of God for all 


in all neceſſities in all 
exX1gences wee have fir con. 


neceſſities whatſoever out. 
ward, 
But then for our ſoules,' 
\what food hath he ſor that ? 
thedeath of Caunnisr 
his owne ſonne to feed our 
ſoules. The ſoule is a ſpiri- 
ruall ſubſtance , and hee | 


k br nothing gond @- 
—_ to feed it dar bis own 
ſonne '; wee feed on Gods 
love in giving Curtsr tO 
death, andonCunisrts | 
love in giving himſelfe to 
death. | 

The ſoule being + con- | 
tinually troubled with the | 
guilt of ſome ſinre or other, 
it feeds on this, it is nou- 


riſhed | 
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; riſhed with Cunrox every | 
l [day more, and more, eſpect- | | 
ally at the Sacrament. Thus ! 

| IKE ſee how Go » hath firs 
.\| ted his goodneſle to us. 

, And then in particular dan- | 
'T| gers, how hee firs us with 
ſeverall deliverances, ſo ſea- 
(onably, as wemay ſce Gods | 
love 1n It, 

Then as G © Io 4 
[nefle 1 is great, and fir, ſo | 
[te is neare Us z It 1s "nor | 
'4 goodneſle a farre off, bur | | 
'G oO Þ i followes us with | 
his goYXnefle in whatſo- | 
'ever condition wee bee : 
hee applies himſelte- rous, 
and hee hath taken upon } 
him neare relations, that- 
| hee might - bee neare us, 
in gooJnefſe , nee Is A 
Father , an1 every where, | 


——— — 
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tO maintaine us, Hee 1s 
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a Husband , and every 


where to helpe'; hee is a | 


friend yand every where to! | 


comfort , and counſel! : 


fo bis love it is a mauve | 


love : therefore hee hath 


caken upon him the neareſt 


relations, thatwe may never 


want God, and the teſtimoules | 


of his love. 


And then againe this 
goodneſſe: of God which 


ts the objec of love , it 1s 
a free goodneſſe meerely 
(from himſelfe , and an 0- 


verflowing poodnefſe , and 


an everia\ ting g o00Jnefle, it. 


1s never drawn! drie, hee | 


loves us unto life lat. | 


ing ; he Joves us in this | 


World , and. followes us | 


with Gegnes of his love in 


ail 
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Ill all the pars at us , in 
| T ]body-; and ſaule, till hee 
| barh brought boJy,and ſoule 
|t9 Heaven to enjoy. him. | 
| (cife, for ever: there. Theſe, 
| and: ſuch like copfiderati. 
Ons may ſerve to ſtirre us up. 
© love God , an4 dire us | 
how to lave G 0d, | 
Benefits will worke up- | 
on a beaſt as it is Ifazah 
[1 Heare 81 Heavens , ani 
 hearken 0h earth , the: Oxe Ely 1. 
| knoweth bis abney an4 the 
Afſe his Mafters Cribbe2: 
| but ; my peopl: ba: ? fargaztey 
| mee. -— of | 
 -» Proud men become ba. 
ſer , and more brute then 
the ver 9 brures : benefics | 
will moove the very brute ' 
| Creatures, So. I fay theſe | 


| ayours to Us 10 patticuler | 


| | ſhould | 
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ſhould moove us , except 
wee will bee more brute, 
chen 

ſelves. 


jall , conſider ſome 
ticularities of favours to! 
us more then to others : 


the brutes them- 


Eſpecially to moove us 
par- 


tor ſpecialties doe much | 
increaſe love , and rel- 
pect, 

Conſider how God hath 
followed thee with good- 
neſſe outwardly , when 0- 
thers have beene neglected. 


| Thou haſt a place in the 


World , and Riches, and 
Friends, when many other 
excellent perſons want all 
theſe. There are ſome 
common favours to. all 
Chriſtians : as the favour 
wee have in Cax1sr, 


for- | 


n 5 — _— -— ———- 
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ſorgiveneſle of ſins, Sandi- 
fication , and fuch other 
favours, But there bee ſome 
ſpecialties of Devine pro- 
vidence , whereby it ap- 
peares that G © Þ $ provi- 
dence hath watched over 
us in ſome particulars more 
then others , thoſe bee 
ſpeciall ingagements. And 
is there any of us that 
cannot ſay that G O D 


bath dealt ſpecially in give- 
ing then ſome *mercie | 
more then to others >? I 
adde this therefore to the | 
teſt. 

Againe to helpe us to 
lirre_ un this grace of 
ove , conſider thoſe ex- 
amples of loveing , Of 
thoſe that have then lived 


n former times : er” 
' David 


Al. 


_ 
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ſhould moove us , except 
wee will bee more brute, 
chen the brutes them- 
ſelves. 

| Eſpecially to moove us 


"_ 
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iall , conſider ſome par- 


increaſe love , 
\pect, 

| Conſider how God hath 
{followed thee with good- 
neſſe outwardly , when 0- 
{thers have beene neglected, 


| World, and Riches, and 
Friends, when many other 
excellent perſons want all 
theſe, There are ſome 
common favours to all 
| Chriſtians : as the favour 


(wee have in Cur1sr, 
} , 


etl 


ticularities of favours to | 
us more then. to others : 
for ſpecialties doe much 
and ref 


| Thou haſt a place in the 


for. 


— 
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ſorgiveneſle of ſins, Sandi- 
fication , and ſuch other 
favours, But there bee ſome 
ſpecialties of Devine pro- 
vidence , whereby it ap- 
peares that G © Þ $ provi- 
dence hath watched over 
us in ſome particulars more 
then others , thoſe bee 
ſpeciall ingagements. And 
ls there any of us that 
cannot ſay that G O D 
hath dealt ſpecially in give- 
ing then ſome *mercie | 
more then to others >? I 
adde this therefore to the 
eſt, 
| Againe to helpe us to 
irre. up this grace of | 
love , conſider thoſe ex- 
amples of loveing , Of 
thoſe that have then lived 


in former times - : fake | 
David 
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i 


—""__ 
& 


.<C . 
FrO£r ——_— —— 
tt. " 
S : 
hy... 5 
— i 
= — —_— 
, — ng —_— 
. i—_s — — 
: . : 
- -— : 
 - a_— 


— <<r_—__ 4 i ge aca. - + - 


- o-og 
GD — —— A —— Us —_—_ 


— ERS > Soom nn ets 


ne EET 
— 


| 33 | HIDDEN SEGREATS 


— CT ——— —  — — —  — 


David | and Paul, and o: 
| therholy. men, -: David wau: |C 
; | | ders at his owane love. Lord Cc 
\ how doe 1 love thy Law > 
| And have , wee..not,. more || * 
cauſe compartag the'grounds tl 
of, our. affetion:; when Ny 24 
wee, have more then they | lo 
in thoſe times ? What , | 
.did hee wonder at his love 
| of GODS Law, when | 
lt the Canon was '{o ſhore + 
they had onely Aſoſes , and | 
ſome few Bookes and wee 
have the Canon 1nlarged , i 
wee have both the old, (£2! 
= and new Teſtament : (hail JW"! 
| not wee ſay much more , 
| how dos I love thy Law, 
| - {thy Golſpell , and Divine 
I pang > This ſhould ſhame 
| | $, when they in darke 
| Hh {o loved the truth of 
, Gov, 


\ . 
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þ os , that arc affe&io- 


cleare and open, and yet ate 
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God, and wee ſee all 


cold > 
Likewiſe it is good in 
this caſe to converſe with 


nate : as faceaunſivereth face, 
{o ſpirit anſwers ſpirit , as 


| 


| 


lron ſharpneth Fron , (o one 


Yiſharpens another, 'Conver- 
Kation wich cold ones will 
Enmake one cold. For the 4- 


1 


bundance of iniquitie , the 

lbue of many ſhall wax cold. 

_ Converſing with <1 _ 
| 


Fcold people caſts a dam 
Yipon us : but letus [abous, 


if we will bee wiſe for our | 
uley, when wee finde any! 
ldnefſe of affeion , 

converſe with thoſe "— 
tave ſw2ere , and heavenly | 
feRions , ic will mer-/ 
 vaylouſly' 
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vaylouſly worke upon our 
hearts, © 


I might ſay much 
this way to ſtirre us up, and 
dire us how to love 
God, - | 

Bur indeed nothing will ſo 
much inable us to love God, 
'as-4 new nature: nature will | 
love without provocation : 
the fire will burne, becauſe | 
Iris firez and the water will | 
 moyſten, becauſe 1t-15 was» 
'ter;- and a holy man will 

love holy chings , becauſe 
hee is holy :* a ſpirituall 
;foule witl love ſpiritual! 
\things , becauſe hee 1s 
'ſpirituall : therefore be 
(ides all , adde this that 
,our natures bee. changed 


— -_ 
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' more, and 'more, that they 
be ſanQified, and circumcil- 


| 
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|heart to love God, wee muſt 


4 
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ed as God hath promiled, 
I will circumciſe your hearts, 
that yee may love me. There 
muſt bee a circumciſed 


bee ſanCtified to love God : 
for if nature bee nor re- 
newed , there cannor bee 
this new Commandement 
of love , Why is love 
called a | new Command. 
ment, and an ola Commande- 
ment ? 

It is called old for the 
Letter , becauſe it was al 
command in Moſes time, 
thou ſhalt leve the Lord with 
all thy ſoule, But now it 
is 4 new Commandement *| 
becauſe there is abun. 
dance of | ſpirit given by | 
C un rs r, and the ſpi- 
rit ſanctifies us, and writes 


revealcdby the Goſpel, | gn | * 
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this affection in our hearts. | 
It was written in tone be- 
fore : but now it. is written 
in our hearts by the ſpirit, 
And now there are new in- 
ccntives,and motives to love, 
fiace Car 1$T came, and 
gave himiclfe for as , new 


| incouragments , and provo- 


cations to love, therefore it 
is a2 new Commandemenr, 
from new ,grounds, and Mo- 


—_— 


tions that are more a grea: 
deale then before Chr:lt. 
But there muſt be a new heart 
to Obey this new command 
of love 1 the old heart: will 
never love; 

Therefore we muſt with 


| all the meanes that may be 


uſed , begge the- ſpirit of 
ſanQifieationgeſpecially,heg 
the diſcovery of Gods | love 


ro 
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0 Us : for our love is bur a 
refletion of Gods love :we 
cannot Joye God except he 
| /ove us firſt : now our love 
being a refletion of Gods 
'ove , we muſt deſire that he 
would giveus his ſpirit , to 
reveale his love : that the 
(pirit being a witneſle of 
Gods lovetous, may there- 
upon bea ſpirit of love, and 
ſancification in us, 

| And letus Jabour to grow 
more inthe aſſurance of Gods 
love, and all the evidences 


of it , let ns dwell long in} 
the meditation of theſe | 
things the: dwelling in the 
meditation of Gods love, it 
will make us to love him a-} 
paine : as many bedmes 10: 
a burning glaſle,mecring tO. 
gerber they cauſe a fire. 


many! 
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many thoughts of the many 
fruites of Gods love in this 
World , and what hee in- 
tends us in the World to 
come , our hearts dwelling 
on them,theſe beames wil] 
kindle a holy fire in our 
hearts. 

Many are troubled” with 
cold affections , andwiſh 


oh ! that they could love ! | 


they forget the'way how to 
love,they will not meditate , 
and if they doe medirate 
they thinke to worke love 
out of their owne hearts, 


They may as well worke | 


fire out of a Flint, and 
| water out of a ſtone : our 


hearts are a barren Wil- | 
derneſſe. Therefore let vs | 


begge the ſpirit that God 
would alter our hearts, with 
7 medl- 
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meditation and -all other] 
helpes 
ſanific us, and diſcover 
his love tous, and that hee 
would give us his ſpirit 
( for hee doth the one where | 
he doth the other, ) when 
God doth ſo, thenwee ſhall 
bee enabled to love him. 
Wee muſt not thinke to 
bring love to God , but we 
muſt ferch love from God, 
wee muſt light our Candle 
at his fire: : thinke of his 
love to us, and begge the 
ſpirit of love from him, 
love is a fruit of the ſpirzt 
That is the courſe wee 
ought to take, for G O D 
will teach our kearts tO 
love. | 

Now to ſtirre us up the 
more,toadde ſome motives, 


: that God would} 


and 


— _ 
wn. MI" —. 


OO —— 


eee... _ 


—— 


—— 


| 


——@lw_ 
_— — — 


46 |  HipDsx SEcRE 


| —CD—— 
ET 


— 


and incouragments, to labour 
more to get this affection. 
Let us conſider ferioufly 
that without this love of 
| God we are dead, and what:- 
| ſoever comes from us it is 


out love wee are nothing, 
withour love all that comes 
from us is nothing, without 
love 1 am 4s 4 tinkl:ng Cym- 
ball (ayth Paul. For a man 
| to be nothing 1a Religion, 
\ and all that comes from him 
to be dead, and (t111-borne, 
to bee abortive ations who 
would bee in ſuch a caſe > 
Therefore ler us labour be- 
fore we doe any thing that 
[15 FOO to have one Hearts 
| kindled with the lnie © 
| God, *andd then we ſhallbs 
| (met ody, and thar thar we 
| dn: 


TS 


| 
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| till-borne, it 1s dead: with: | 


| 


doewill be acceptable , for 


— 
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love fiveetens all performan- 
ces, It is not the action but 
the love in the action * as 
from God it is not the dead 
favour that comes from him 
that comforts the ſoulc of a 
Chriſtian ſo much , as the 


love, and ſweetnefſe of God 


in the favour, that is better; 
ben the thing it ſelfe, when 
we have favour from Godin 
outward favours ; Confider | 


the ſweetneſſe raft and ſee 


how gracious the Lord 15 P[al. | | 


34. The taſt of the love and 
fvour of God in the bleſ- 
ing is better then the thing 
it ſelfe; for it is but a dead 
thing, And fo from us back 
waine to God , what are 
the things wee performe to 
him > they are dead :; but. 

when 


{ Pſal. 34 | 
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| when they are {weerned with 


the affetion of love , done 
to him as a father in Chriſt, 
he caſts our perforinances as 
ſweet , love raakes a!l wee 
doe to havea reliſh, and al! 
that he doth tous : therefore 
| wee ſhould labour for this 
{weet aftetion. 
| And with all conſider, 
thatwe may be called todoc 
many things in this World, 
| ſurely there are none of us 
| but wee have many holy 
actions to parforme , wee 


| bave many things to ſuffer, 


| and indure in the World, 
many temptations to reſiſt 
what ſhall, or will carry us 


love; if we have loving, and 
gracious hearts, this affett- 


{on will carry us through 


ws 
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{hrough all > Nothing, but 


; and that affetion will car- 
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algood ations, through all 
oppoſitions and temprati- 
ons : for love is flreng as death, 
Conſidering theretore that 
thereare ſo many things that 
will require this affection, 
this bl. fled wing, and winde 
ofthe ſcul, to carry us along 
in ſpight of all that 1s' con- 
tary, through all oppoliti- 
on, let us labour for love, 


ry-us through all. Indeed if 
we have that, It iS no matter 
what a man ſuffers ; a man; 
can never be miſerable that 


* hach! this affection of love, j 
 Wif this beavenly fire be kind- | 
led-in him, he cannot be mt- | 
ſcrable ;. rake him-in what 


condition you will, take him 
upon thewrack. S. Poul 10 


eo 
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in the dungeon,in the ſtocks, 
at an uncomfortable time, 
and place,when he had been 
miſuſed, his heart was inlar- 


love. Nay every thing increa- 
ſeth ir, the things we ſuffer, 
increaſeth this flame : leta 
man love God, whatſoever he 


creaſeth his love , hee ſhall 
find bis love increaſed with 
it ; the more hee loves the 
more he-can ſuffer, and the 
more he ſuffers the' more he 


loves God, and the more-he 


| increaſeth in a joyfull ex- 


p:ctation of rhe rimes to 
| come:and love is alway with 
| joy;& hope, and other ſweet 
affe tiohs, it drawesj0y with 
it alwayes, -and hope of bet- 
ter things ; and as joy 1n- 
| creaſeth, 


| 


ged to fiflg ro God ont of| 


ſuffers ina good caule itin-| 
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creaſerh,and hcpe increaſeth, 
lo a mans happineſle increa- | 
(cth in this World, There- 
fore it is no matter what a 
man ſuffers. that hath a gra- 


clous, and loving heart, en- 
larged by the Spirit of Gol: 
let him never thinke of what} 
he ſuffereth of paine, it lcf- 
ſes, and crofles, of Goddil-| 
cover his fatherly breaſt and | 
ſhine on him in Chriſt, and 
he lonke on God reconciled, 
and taſt of the joyes of Heas | 
ven before hand -: if you tell 
him of ſufferings , you tell. 
him of that that incourag- 
eth him. lt is anargument I 
might be long in,and togreat. 
purpoſe :| for if we get this. 
holy fire kindled once , we, 


| 


hall necd little exhortation | 


tO other duties , it. would | 
| WEE. 2 | {ct; 
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ſer us on worke to all , and 
like the fire of the Sanduary 
that never went out : fo it 
is ſuch anaffetion, that if 
it bee once kindled in the 
heart it will neverout. It is 
' akindeof miracle in illwhen 
we love other things beſides 
God , baſerthen our ſelves; 
\It is as much as if a River} 
(hould turne backward. For 
man that is an excellent 
Creature, to be carried with 
the ftreame of his affeRi- 
[ON to things worſe then 
| himmſelfe;, it is a kind of mon- 


\ ter for a man to abuſe his | 
| underſtanding ſo. W'hat a 
| baſe thing is ir fora man to 
ſuffer (uch a {weete fireame | 
| 

| as love a holy current torun | 
into a finke > who would ' 
turnea fweete ſtreame intoa 
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| (inke, and 1 not rather i into a 
| carden > into a ſiveer place, 
 (Orefreſh that > Oar love is 
the beſt thi g in the World, ! 
and who delerves it better | 
then God, and Chriſt >we can 
never returne any thing, bur 
| this affzARion of love ; 1 |wee | 
| may againe, And can wee | 
| place i it better then upon de-/, 
| vine things, whereby weare | 
| made better our ſelves > doth | 
' God require our affeCtions 
far himſclfe > No, it 15to 
mike us havpy. It advan: 
| :eth our aff:tion to love | 
him, it is the turning of it 10- | 


to the right fireame, It 1s | 


the making; of us happy that | 
God requires ir, For conſider | 
a'l things that may Jeſerve' 
chis affeQion. It will xeepe” 


us from all fin * what 15 any | 
| N- 3 ſi 


Mk. 5 _ 
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{ finb ut the abuſe of love > for 


| {well ordering oft 


| carefuil this way, conſider 
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| thecrookedneſle of this af. 
fe Aion turnes us to preſent 
\things thats the cauſe of all 
| ſinne. For what isall ſin,but 
pleaſure , and honours, and 
{profits the 3. 7dolls of the 
; World?all ſin,isabout rhem, 
| And what areall good aft. 
'ons bur love well placed?the 
his afteQi. 
on is the well ordering of our 
{lives , and the miſplacing 
of- this affetion is the cauſe 
' of all ſinne. 


| 
| Andto makeus the more | 


| 
| that when wee place qur af- 


| fetions uponany thing elſe, 
(conſider the vanity of it; we 
' !'oofe our love, and the thing, | 
and Or ſelves, For whatſo: 


Greretle wee loye ,, if welove | 
not 


_”——_ A» 


—m— 


| grace, andcomfort, It was| 
| a miracle that the 3, yong 


I 
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not God 1g it, and love it for 
Go4,itwill periſh, and come 
tonothing ere long. The af- 
fe&ion periſheth with the | 
thing, we looſe ouraffei- 


our ſelves too miſplaceing 
of it, Theſe are forcible cons | 
{1derations with underſtand» 

ing perſons. And ifwe would 
uſe our underſtanding, and 

conſideration, and meditatt- 

on, and our ſoules , as wee 
ſhould, ro conſider of the | 
grounds, and 1ncouragiments 
we have to love God, and the 
beſt things whereby we may 
be dignified above our ſelves, 
it would notbeas iris : we 
ſhould not bee ſodevoyd of 


ee es 


! 


men ſhould bee. inthe m1d- 


| | 


ons,and thething, and looſe | 
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we hwe ro inflame our af. | m) 


. deft oftke furnace , and bee| | 6 
there as if they were in ano-| | in 
; ther piace, no hotter, Andir | If It 
is a miracle that men ſhould | 
| be. in the. middefl of all in- le 
couragements-that we have | H 
tolove Gol : as thereis nov ch 
the like reaſons for any thing | 
| inthe World to keep: our | ||| ar 

ſoales.in-a perperuall _ ? 


of affection to love God , nO| || tu 


| motives, Orarguments, or in. OL 
centives, all are nothing to | | th 
the mulcitude of arguments, |} fir 


feRions : and yet tobe cold 
inthe middeſt of the fire, it | | m1 
13a kind ofa miracle, to have ſo 
darke underſtandings , and |£ 1n 
dead aff:&ions : that nots | Þ ani 
with{tanding all cheheavenly | | m1 


' meancs we have to keepe a| ſto 
| Perpetual flame of love to an 
Goa 


Wy 0 
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God,yet tobe cold, and datke 
in our ſoules : let us bewayle 
it,and be aſhamed of 1t, 
What doe we profefſe our 
(elves > Chriſtians, heires of 
Heaven, ſo beloved of Godas 
chat he gave his owne Sonne 
to deliver us, being rebells, 
and enemies, in focurſed a 
ſtate, as we areal! inby na. 
ture : poote Creatures, infer1- 
our tothe Anzells that fell, 


that he ſhould Iove man ; | 


{infull daft, and aſhes fo 
mnch as to give his owne 
Son to free us from ſo great 
miſery,and to advance us to! 
ſo great happineſſe, to ſer us 
in heavenly places with Chriſt, 
and to have perpetuall com- 
munionwith him in Heaven, 
to have ſuch 1ncouragments, 
and to be cold , and dead 
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hearced : nay wilfully oppo. || — 
fite in our affeftiors, to bee] a7 
enenfies to the goodneſle of if / 
God and grace, having ſuch 
arguments to love God. And 
yet how many ſpirits edged 
dy the Divell, oppoſe all that 
is good, and will not give 
way tO Gods Spirit ? God) 
would have them Temples, | 
they willbe ſtyes, God would 
marry them,nay,they willbe 
| barlots. G © » would have 
| | them happy here, and here 
after: no,they will not, the 
wall bave their owne luſt 
and aff: tions. 
' Let vs bee affrayd of 
theſe things, as we love our ff eg: 
owre ſoules, and our ſelves : q 
and conſider what incourag- 
ments wee have to love God 


for which ſuch great things 
arc 
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ſeen, wor Eare heard nohath 
entred intoihe heart 
of, man 10 con 
certe, 
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